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U.N. censures Iran and Iraq 

GENEVA (Agencies) —The U.N. Human Rights Commission on 
Wednesday condemned Iran and Iraq over their human rights 
records. The commission cited Iran for continuing rights violations 
including torture and excessive use of the death penalty. In a 
resolution adopted by 28 votes to eight with 17 abstentions, the 
forum also expressed “grave concern” at Tehran-backed death 
threats hanging over British author Salman Rushdie. The commis- 
sion adopted another resolution condemning Iraq for its "con- 
tinued massive and grave violations" of human rights, including 
summary executions and torture. The resolution, adopted by 3J 
countries with one vote against (Sudan) and 21 abstentions, listed 
a long series of violations and urges Baghdad to apply interna- 
tionally recognised human rights conventions. 
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No right off return before nmnbers— Pens 

TFT. AVIV (AFP) — Israel will not discuss the right Of return for 
Palestinian refugees before their numbers are known. Foreign 
Minis ter Shimon Peres said Wednesday. “We refuse to discuss the 
principle of the right of return for refugees because we do not 
know their number,” Mr. Peres told Israel Radio. “The numbers 
vary between 300,000, 600,000, one million,” Mr. Peres said. The 
comments came a day after Arab and Israeli officials agreed to set 
»p a Standing committee to decide the fate of those d is pl ac e d in the 
1967 Middle East war. He said the committee would meet 
regularly at ministerial and expert level “to determine the number 
of iisplaoed people, where they live and their intentions." Israel's 
right-wing opposition strongly opposes any right of return and was 
to bring before parliament on Wednesday a bill to try EO stop the 
government hum negotiating the issue. Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu said the refugee issue “must be treated as a humanita- 
rian problem concerning a few thousand people. When the 
government declares itself ready to bring to Israel one mflUon 
Arabs, it could cause a disaster.” 
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Kabariti in contact 
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and UAE minister 
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Arab and international are- 
nas. In another telephone 
conversation, Mr. Kabariti 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) minister of date 
for foreign affairs, Sheikh 
Hamdan Ben Zayed, discus- 
sed issues of common interest 
and means of enhancing 
coordination between the 
two countries on Arab and 
regional issues. 
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Japan thanks 
Jordan 

Htj AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign 
RKinap teache- Minister Abdul Karim A1 
Kabariti on Wednesday re- 
ceived Japanese Ambassador 
to Jordan Ynji Ikeda, who 
expressed the Japanese gov- 
ernment’s appreciation of the 
assistance Jordan sent to 
Japan following the quake 
which recently struck Kobe 
and killed more than 5,000 
people. The Japanese envoy 
. .conveyed to Mr. Kabariti a 
' similar message of thanks 
-from the council of advisors 
-at the Japanese parliament. 
I The two discussed at the 
^ meeting arrangements for 
' -holding a Jordan week in 
: Tokyo and the international 
' economic conference which 
will be held in Amman later 
- this year. Mr. Kabariti voiced 
appreciation of Japan's sup- 
port for the development 
.£ process in Jordan. , 

Arafat meets Fateh 
leaders in Tunis 
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TUNIS (R) — Palestine Li- 
• beration' Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat met 
leaders of the organisation's 
mainstream Fateh movement 
in Tunis on Wednesday to 
discuss the stalled peace pro- 
' cess with Israel, PLO officials 
said. Mr. Arafat, who arrived 
- for a two-hour stopover in 
_ . Tunis, was to leave im- 

TMCner gags mediately after the meeting 
child for C'BDI’ Morocco, where he was 
w ‘ expected to meet King Has- 

8 1 R M I N ; • A a* 53,1 ■ Fateh leaders have been 
, \ - . holding informal meetings 

LJ-jw? :-7 since Sunday without Mr. 

", . Arafat, in an apparent 

4 attempt to keep the organisa- 

7 -- tion’s decision-making pro- 

cess in Tunis rather than in 
: : the Gaza Strip where Mr. 

, - Arafat lives. PLO offirials 

said Mr. Arafat would attend 
" a Fateh Central Council 

" , ~ meeting postponed on March 

3 and now scheduled for 
- * .O. , March 15 to 16 in Tunis. 
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Gaza police release 
“a two Hamas preachers 

7 GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
■** Palestinian police have freed 

- two prominent Hamas clerics 
: 'whose arrests sparked a pro- 
: _ test in the Gaza Strip, police 

; said Wednesday. Sheikh 
r 'Ahmad Nimrand Sheikh Sal- 

- - man A1 Safadai of the Islamic 
^ Resistance Movement 

Hamas were detained on 

- - .Saturday after they gave ser- 
■- ' mons attacking the Palestine 

Liberation Organisation 
_ (PLO). The pair were re- 

Arf*nns coup - leased Tuesday after police 
ni err “^formed them of the ne- 
^jnS $10 ^essity to respect the law,” 

Gaza police chief Ghari Jaba- 
. . ’i tola AFP. About 400 peo- 
.L-r. Die marched through Khan 
" yunis refugee camp on Sun- 
'T- lay where Sheikh Nimr 
7 ..^reaches to condemn the 
urcsts and demand their re- 
. ease. Sheikh Safadi preaches 
n the Hamas-controlled 
. 7 . ’alestine Mosque in Graza 

« ^ - -'V /emen approves 

& • 7 - nemo with S. Arabia 

•-r 7 ■’ANA A (R) — Yemen’s 
• ?' Cabinet on Wednesday 
pproved a memorandum of 
“7 nderstanding signed be- 
"y ;»een Yemen and Saudi Ara- 
:-;»a on how to settle their 
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■‘^.-ftyear-old border dispute, 
.v'y; lie official news agency 
; v: -ABA said. The memoran- 
was signed on Feb. 25 
• f maTC l ^ ian a monl h °f 

between Yemeni and' 
a*di delegations in Saudi 
.0?^ 10 specie the dispute 
-77 ^pfed into clashes in 
’•reember. 


Time running out for 
peace process —Kabariti 

Foreign minister criticises Israel over Palestinian 
track ^questions U.S. adherence to its pledge to Jordan 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti, 
describing the period ahead 
as a test of American and 
Israeli intentions, warned 
Wednesday that time was 
running out for making tangi- 
ble progress in deadlocked 
Middle East peace talks as 
Israel and the U.S. head into 
an election year in 1996. 

Mr. Kabariti, who will host 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher next Mon- 
day, questioned the credibil- 
ity of the Clinton administra- 
tion’s role in the peace pro- 
cess and criticised the U.S. 
for reneging on commitments 
to Jordan to cancel its debt to 
Washington. 

“We have a six-month win- 
dow of opportunity to make 
real progress in the peace 
process/' said Mr. Kabariti. 
“If progress is not made in 
the next six iponths, then it 
would be very bard to reach 
anywhere because both the 
Israeli government and the 
U.S. administration will face 
election pressures limiting 
their options in the peace 
process,” Mr. Kabariti told 
die Jordan Times. 

Israel laces a general elec- 
tion next year whQe the U.S. 
enters the race for the pres- 
idency at the same time. 

“I am concerned with the 
overall status of the peace 


process ... what is taking 
place on the Falestinian- 
Israeli track is very frustrat- 
ing,'* said Mr. Kabariti, who 
on Tuesday hosted the first 
Arab- Israeli talks on the fate 
of hundreds of thousands of 
displaced Palestinians — one 
of the thorniest issues of the 
peace process. “If matters 
remain the way they are there 
is no great hope in achieving 
tangible progress on the 
peace tracks before the 
Israeli elections.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres blocked sub- 
stantial progress in the four- 
party talks fuelling a sense of 
crisis in tire already stalled 
Middle East peace talks. 

Since Mr. Christopher’s 
last visit to the region three 
months ago, the deadlock in 
the peace process has intensi- 
fied. Israel is at deep odds 
with the Palestinians and 
Syria in peace negotiations 
and with Egypt over the nuc- 
lear Non-Proliferation Trea- 
ty- 

Mr. Kabariti. who is ex- 
pected to accompany .His 
Majesty King Hussein to the 
United States at the end of 
the month for talks with Pres- 
ident Bill Qmton, said failure 
to implement the articles of 
the Israefi-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) dec- 
laration of principles would 
negatively affect Israel's 
peace talks with Syria and 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 
Lebanon. 

“We hope that the Israelis- 
will adhere to their original 
peace mandate” on whose 
basis Arabs agreed to join the 
Middle East peace process in 
1991, he added. 

Mr. Kabariti, questioning 
the U.S. role in the peace 
process as an effective part- 
ner, said he was not encour- 
aged by the present situation. 

“The U.S. administration's 
credibility as a fall and effec- 
tive partner in the peace pro- 
cess and its effectiveness in 
influencing the course of 
events in the world arena 
through pressure, incentives 
and encouragement is now 
under scrutiny,” said Mr. 
Kabariti. “What we see today 
is not encouraging. We hope - 


this will not continue.” 

“I believe this is a period to 
test Israel’s intentions,” Mr. 
Kabariti said. “In reality, 
what is happening on the 
Palestinian track is a sign of 
the failure of (Israel’s) inten- 
tions in implementing arti- 
cles” of the declaration of 
principles, he said. 

Mr. Kabariti said the King- 
dom was disappointed about 
the U.S. failure to honour its 
commitments to Ionian. 

“We feel let down by the 
administration and other 
American institutions over 
the debt relief and the failure 
to so far include Jordan in the 
1996 assistance programme,” 
said Mr. Kabariti. 

A House of Representa- 
tives Subcommittee recently 
slashed to $50 milli on an 
administration request for 
$275 milli on in outlay to write 
off upto $488 million in out- 
stancung Jordanian official 
debts to the U.S. Jordan is 
also concerned about the 
amount of assistance the U.S. 
will give the Kingdom to help 
it meet the challenges of the 
peace era. 

The U.S. administration 
has reportedly requested only 
$43 milli on m militar y and 
economic aid to Jordan in the 
draft budget for fiscal 1996 — 
a small amount compared to 
the $2.5 billion economic and 
military aid requested by Jor- 
dans 


Israel unveils its plans for 
‘separation’ from Palestinians 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A 
"security line” separating 
Israelis and Palestinians wifi 
skirt Jerusalem and cost $133 
million. Police Minister 
Moshe Sbahal said Tuesday. 

Mr. Shahal chairs a com- 
mittee set up by Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin to investi- 
gate ways of separating the 
two communities following a 
Jan. 22 suicide bombing 
which killed 21 Israelis. 

The police minister told 
reporters that “the line of 
separation will not pass 
through Jerusalem and will 
not include blocks inside the 
city” which Israel declared its 
“undivided capital.” 

He said the committee 
would recommend separation 
through tight control of 
Palestinians entering Israel, 
wire netting, minefields, the 
use of dogs and patrols, and 
electronic and helicopter sur- 
veillance systems. 

The cost of the plan, which 
will be presented to Mr. 
Rabin in two weeks, is esti- 
mated at 400 million shekels 
($133 million), he added. 

Police reinforcements are 
planned to man checkpoints 


on the occupied West Bank 
and self-rule Gaza Strip as 
well as scheduled “safe pas- 
sages” linking Gaza to the 
autonomous West Bank en- 
clave of Jericho, he said. 

Police spokesman Eric Bar 
Chen said the committee’s 
plans had met with the 
approval of army Chief of 
Staff General Amnon Shahak 
on most points. 

After four suicide bomb- 
ings in Israel which left 54 
people dead in 10 months, 
Mr. Rabin called for “total 
separation” between Israelis 
and Palestinians as the only 
way to halt the slaughter.. 

We described the separa- 
tion as a “security line” 
which would not prejudice 
future talks with the Palesti- 
nians on the final border. 

The Palestinians want 
Arab East Jerusalem as the 
capital of a future indepen- 
dent state. 

Israeli settler leaders 
meanwhile withdrew an 
appeal to the supreme court 
Wednesday after the govern- 
ment pledged to enforce leg- 
islation limiting Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation activi- 


ties in Jerusalem. 

State attorney Nili Arad 
presented the court with a 
document promising that 
“the government of Israel 
plans to take the necessary 
actions in order to enforce 
tiie law.” 

The pledge referred to leg- 
islation passed in December 
which coded into law the 
Israel-PLO autonomy 
accords. 

The law includes a clause 
forbidding the Palestinian 
Authority autonomy in Gaza 
and Jericho from operating in 
other areas, which is seen as 
constituting legal grounds for 
action against the Orient 
House, the PLO’s headquar- 
ters in East Jerusalem. 

“We could not have gotten 
more than this,” said David 
Rotem, attorney for the set- 
tlers’ leadership, which is 
known as the Yesba council. 
“This is exactly what we 
-asked for.” 

Israeli right-wing leaders 
have demanded the govern- 
ment shut down the building, 
which Palestinians appear to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Christopher begins packed 
Mideast troubleshooting trip 


CAIRO (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher held talks here 
Wednesday in a new bid to 
revive the Arab-Israeli peace 
talks and defuse a row be- 
tween Egypt and Israel over 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). 

The U.S. envoy, who vi- 
sited the region seven times 
last year, met Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak's poli- 
tical adriser Osama Ai Baz 
and Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa. 

He was to meet Mr. 
Mubarak on Thursday. 

His week-long tour will 
also take him to Israel, the 
Gaza Strip, Saudi Arabia and 
Syria before winding up in 
Jordan. 

Mr. Musa insisted Egypt 
would continue playing a key 
role in the Middle East peace 
process despite its row with 
Israel. 


"Relations between us and 
Israel are good enough to 
give us an opportunity to play 
our role in the peace pro- 
cess.” Mr. Musa told repor- 
ters before meeting Mr. 
Christopher. 

Asked whether the nuclear 
row could harm Egypt’s role 
in the peace process, Mr. 
Muss replied: "Are you im- 
plying that we should accept 
all the arguments from any 
country in order to maintain 
our role?" 

He said Egypt's position on 
the peace process “remains 
the same ... a peaceful settle- 
ment based on land for 
peace." 

On his first trip to the 
region this year, Mr. Christ- 
opher will hear a formidable 
list of grievances from all the 
participants in talks between 
Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours. 

In addition to its dispute 


with Egypt, Israel is also at 
odds with Syria over the 
Golan Heights and with the 
Palestinians over the delayed 
next stage in Palestinian self- 
rule in Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

Even U.S. officials who are 
usually optimistic portray 
Mr. Christopher’s mission to 
get the Middle East peace 
process back on track as an 
uphill struggle. 

"I think we all realise we’re 
at a point in the process that's 
a difficult one." said one 
senior U.S. official. "We're 
in a period where you just 
have to keep pushing away 
and you’ve got to keep work- 
ing." 

Syria vowed Wednesday 
not to accept a peace deal 
imposed by force, demanding 
that peace be based on ex- 
isting internal ionul resolu- 

(Contuiued on page 7) 


Dollar 
stabilises 
a little 

NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
dollar stabilised on world 
markets Wednesday, but still 
at very low levels, after sever- 
al European countries took 
action to halt its slide, and 
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan spoke out in 
favour of a strong U.S. cur- 
rency. 

At 12:15 p.m. (1715 GMT) 
the dollar was trading at 
1.3940 German marks in New 
York, up from 0845 in early 
trading and 1.3725 Tuesday. 

The greenback was also 
stronger against the yen, 
trading at 91.43, up from 
90.64 in early trading and 
90.35 Tuesday. 

The dollar also rallied in 
London in afternoon trading, 
getting back up through the 
levels of 1.39 marks and 91 
yen to stand at 1.3965 marks 
and 91.50 yen. 

The greenback had fallen 
to record lows overnight of 
1.3450 marks and 88.75 yen, 
but firmed on profit-taking 
and a statement by the Ger- 
man Bundesbank that recent 
rate swings were “marked by 
exaggerations that are not 
justified by economic fun- 
damentals.” 

It also pledged to work 
closely with other European 
central banks ‘in a joint 
effort to assure stability of 
exchange rates,” a statement 
that raised marked fears of 
renewed intervention to try 
to rescue the dollar. 

The Bundesbank wel- 
comed a U.S. statement 
Tuesday that it wanted a 
strong dollar, a view repeated 
by Greenspan Wednesday. 

“It is terribly important 
that we maintain a strong 
dollar against major curren- 
cies ... it is terribly important 
to maintain the stability of 
the dollar,” Mr. Greenspan 
told a congressional commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Greenspan characte- 
rised the dollar’s recent fall as 
“both unwelcomed and 
troublesome,” and stressed 
that the U-S. central bank's 
role was to achieve both 
monetary and price stability. 

Moves by the French, Bel- 
gian and Danish governments 
to raise interest rates also 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein waves to crowds as CouncO building following a visit there on 
be leaves the Greater Amman Municipality Wednesday (Photo by Yousef AI AHan) 

King honours Amman mayor 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday conferred on 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh Ai 
Abbadi the Jordanian AI 
Kawkab Medal of the First 
Order in recognition of his 
efforts in serving the capital 
and its residents. 

Speaking during a visit to 
Amman Municipality, the 
King also voiced his apprecia- 
tion and gratitude to the 
mayor and his administrative 
and technical staff for their 
distinguished efforts to serve 
the city and its residents. 

King Hussein passed direc- 
tives to the mayor on major 
projects which the municipal- 
ity is planning to execute. 

Dr. Abbadi told the Jordan 
Times later that he briefed 
King Hussein on a city hall 
complex project at Ras AI 
’Ain which will encompass 


the municipality, a large 
cultural centre and other faci- 
lities, including a museum. 

He said the design for the 
projects were complete and 
bids would be invited in two 
weeks. 

Another project is a tunnel 
under the Qalaa (citadel) 
mountain to reach the centre 
of Amman. According to Dr. 
Abbadi, studies are going on. 
The project is expected to 
cost JD 2.5 million to JD 3 
million. 

Dr. Abbadi said that fol- 
lowing the implementation of 
the tunnel project, attention 
would be directed towards 
digging another tunnel under 
Jabal Luweibdeh to help ease 
traffic in the city. 

Dr. Abbadi presented the 
King with plans for the de- 
velopment of eastern Am- 
man and briefed him on plans 


for the central part of the 
Kingdom located between 
Zarga River in the north and 
Mujib River in the south. 

He said the project would 
have to be implemented in 
cooperation with the Ministry 
of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs. 

The project is designed to 
synchronise plans for opening 
roads, the use of land and 
town planning. 

Another project in the 
offing is a central control 
room for traffic in Amman. 
Dr. Abbadi explained that 
such a central control room 
was needed to ensure smooth 
flow of traffic and prevent 
jams on the streets. 

Accompanying the King on 
the visit to the municipality 
was Chief of the Royal Court 
Marwan AI Qasem. 


UNRWA launches effort to 
bridge chronic budget deficit 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An informal 
meeting among the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) major 
donors and host governments 
on Wednesday produced 
pledges of financial support 
in response to requests for 
funding to enable the con- 
tinuance of the agency’s ser- 
vices for Palestine refugees. 

“The U.S. government to- 
day announced a sup- 
plementary contribution of 
$15 million,” UNRWA 
Commissioner-General liter 


Turkmen told the Jordan 
Times. 

The United Kingdom had 
also pledged $1 million to 
assist with expenditure for 
the proposed relocation of 
the UNRWA headquarters 
from Vienna to Gaza, Mr. 
Turkmen said. 

He said that the U.S. had, 
*at the start of the year, 
announced that it would be 
reducing its pledge by $15 
million, meaning that the 
latest pledge was not in effect 
as increase. It was, however, 
still welcome and far prefer- 
able to the significant drop in 
contribution the agency 
thought it would suffer, he 
added. 

As for the shifting of head- 
quarters to Gaza, Mr. Turk- 
men said that preparations 
were nnder way and the 
move was expected to be 
completed before the end of 
the year. 

Recruitment in Gaza and 
the selection of key personnel 
to be transfered from Vienna 
to the autonomous Strip are 


under way, while plans for 
the new building have been 
completed and the tender for 
its construction is up for bids, 
he said. 

However, the process of 
relocation is an expensive 
one and requires additional 
contributions. 

“We will need $14 to $15 
million to move,” he said. 
“The only pledge so far is 
from the U.K. But we hope 
this will trigger movement 
from other donors.” 

The plan to move by the 
end of 1995 is dependent 
upon receipt of funds on 
time. 

Mr. Turkmen conceded 
that file relocation of head- 
quarters in Gaza could create 
operational difficulties be- 
cause of the over-lapping 
jurisdictions between the 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) and Israel. Areas 
potentially problematic are 
logistics and communica- 
tions, be said. 

“But we have decided to 
move though because we are 
trying to achieve a balance 
between headquarters Gaza 
'and headquarters Amman.” 
The financial, personnel, 
legal and commissioner 
general’s offices will be lo- 
cated at the Gaza headquar- 
ters, Mr. Turkmen said. 

The two-day meeting 
among UNRWA, donor 
countries and host govern- 
ments was opened by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan, who uraed 
donors to assist UNRWA 
and help the peace process 
succeed. 

“Any cutbacks (by donors 
to UNRWA) at this time 


would reverse the positive 
progress that has been made 
in file peace process ... for 
peace to be enduring, prog- 
ress must be felt on the 
ground, not just by peace 
brokers,” said Prince Hassan 
in his keynote address. 

Jordan hosts two thirds of 
Palestine refugees living out- 
side the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Creative solutions are re- 
quired to answer the delicate 
question of Palestine re- 
fugees, since refugees and 
displaced persons will deter- 
mine the success or failure of 
the peace process. Prince 
Hassan added (see fufl (cart of 
Che Crown Prince’s speech on 
page 7). 

In 1994 UNRWA faced a 
budget deficit of $12 million 
Mr. Turkmen said, warning 
that if there was no increase 
in contributions this year 
then the agency would be 
subjected to a “serious de- 
ficit” that would necessitate 
cuts in existing services pro- 
vided to Palestinians. 

UNRWA currently pro- 
vides educational health and 
relief services and is the only 
organisation that caters for 
the Palestinian poor. 

Mr. Turkmen said that 
donations had remained at 
almost the same level for the 
last few years, hence the 
agency’s budget has struggled 
to cope with increase of de- 
mands on their services, 
through natural population 
growth and inflation. 

“For the moment there 
have been no cuts, but if 
there is a budget deficit again 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Jordan awaiting 
U.S. approval of 
extradition treaty 
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By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is await- 
ing American Congress 
approval of a draft extradi- 
tion treaty between the King- 
dom and the United States, 
Justice Minister Hisham A1 
Tal said Wednesday. 

Mr. Tal said the draft was 
prepared during discussions 
between a team of Jordanian 
judges and senior American 
Justice Department officials 
in Washington in January. 

“We are waiting for the 
U.S. side to notify us of the 
endorsement of the treaty by 
Congress and the completion 
of other related procedures 
under American law.” Mr. 
Tal told the Jordan Times. 

“As soon as we receive the 
notification, we will go ahead 
with our part of the proce- 
dures," he said. These would 
involve a Royal decree issued 
by His Majesty King Hussein 
endorsing the document and 
the publication of the treaty 
in the official gazette. 

The treaty will take effect 
immediately after it is pub- 
lished in the official gazette, 
said Mr. Tal, a renowned 
.lawyer. 

The Associated Press 
quoted Adeeb Jalamdeb, a 
state prosecutor who helped 
draw up the treaty, as saying 
the draft document does not 
cover political offences ex- 
cept “violence or crimes" 
against the leaders of the two 
countries and their families. 

Mr. Jalamdeh said either 
government can refuse to 
hand over a suspect facing a 
death penalty in the other 
country, unless there were 
guarantees that he or she 
would not be executed. 

The document will also 
have open-ended retroactive 
effect. Other details were not 
immediately available. 

Mr. Tal also said that he 
expected the trial of Moham- 
mad Abequa, a Jordanian 
with _ American nationality 
who is accused of killing his 
wife in New Jersey in July- 
1994 in a dispute over child 
custody, to begin soon. 

"Our pros ecu tor-gene ralis" 


now in the United States 
examining evidence and in- 
terviewing witnesses," said 
Mr. Tal. “We expect him' 
back next week and the trial 
could begin in less than one 
month." 

Khalil Darwish. the 
prosecutor-general, travelled 
to the U.S. two weeks ago 
after his trip was cleared by 
the concerned judicial au- 
thoriti.es. . Mr. Darwish, is 
sounding out potential wit- 
nesses to come to Jordan and 
testify in court against Mr. 
Abequa. 


Cyprus conference seen to go 
beyond rhetorics on Palestinians 


From Michael Jansen 

In Nicosia 


Mr. Abequa is expected to 
be formally charged with one 
count of murder and two 
counts of kidnap. The man 
would be tried in Jordan re- 
gardless of the extradition 
treaty. Minister Tal said. 

The suspect has reportedly 
confessed to the prosecutors 
that he killed his wife in a 
dispute over the custody of 
their two children, a girt of 
six and a boy of three. 

The killing took place on 
July 4. Mr. Abequa reported- 
ly hid the body of his wife 
under a bed in her New 
Jersey apartment and fled to 
Jordan with the children. 


He was arrested bv Jorda- 
nian authorities on July 20. 
He remains in detention. 

The two children were 
handed over to their mater- 
nal aunt who travelled to 
Jordan in August after King 
Hussein personally inter- 
vened in the case. 

The outcome of prosecutor 
Darwish's mission to the U.S. 
is seen as crucial to the suc- 
cess of the prosecution ca s e 
against Mr. Abequa since the 
case, apart from the suspect's 
reported confession, mainly 
rests on circumstantial evi- 
dence. 

The UiS. had sought Mr. 
Abequa's extradition 
although there was not an 
extradition treaty between 
Amman and Washington, but 
Jordan insisted that he should 
be tried by a Jordanian court. 

It was in fact the Abequa 
case that led Jordan and the 
U.S. to consider an extradi- 
tion treaty. . . 


CYPRUS FOREIGN Minis- 
ter Alecos Michael ides, said 
yesterday that the interna- 
tional seminar on “Europe 
and the Middle East: Inter- 
dependence and Part- 
neiship convened here on 
March 7-8 and focusing on 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, had produced “concrete 
results" rather than “pro- 
nouncements, — concrete 
projects in health care, 
education and training" for 
the Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories, rather than 
empty promises. 

He said also that following 
this seminar, the North- 
South Centre of the Council 
of Europe, which sponsored 
the meeting, would send a 
delegation to the European 
Union to report on the prog- 
ress made. 

Furthermore, “the North- 
South centre had decided to 
expand its operations by 
establishing liaison offices in 
Nicosia and Tunis,” the fore- 
ign minister stated. 

Mr. Michaelides 
announced that Cyprus was 
also preparing its own "pack- 
age" of projects for the occu- 
pied territories. Among these 
projects would be clinics, 
agricultural assistance prog- 
rammes and tourism develop- 
ment schemes. He said he 
would be meeting shortly 
with the relevant Cyprus 
ministries to define this 
“package." The Cyprus 
Chamber of Commerce is to 
hold a workshop here in June 
with the aim of discussing 
specific projects as well, and 
working out ways and means 


of cooperating with business- 
men from the occupied terri- 
tories, Israel and the Arab 
hinterland. “This will take 
place out of the limelight,” 
said Mr. Michaelides. The 
Cyprus government wanted 
to make the island a "bridge" 
between Europe and the 
Middle East, he said. 

Jos Lemmers, the execu- 
tive director of the centre, 
told the Jordan Times that 
some of the projects prop- 
osed would be initiated be- 
fore the “Jericho confer- 
ence" on peace and democra- 
cy the centre plans to hold, 
either in Jericho itself or 
Gaza, before the end of this 
year. “We understand the 
urgency ... the need to pro- 
duce positive results” on the 
ground in the occupied terri- 
tories in order to gain credi- 
bility with the Palestinians 
who have lost faith in a peace 
process which has failed to 
improve their lives. 

Elisabeth Baarveld- * 
Scblaman, rapporteur of the 
political affairs committee on 
the situation in the Middle 
East of the parliamentary 
assembly of the Council of 
Europe, stated that the aim 
of the “Jericho conference," 
which was first proposed in 
January 1994 at a Trans- 
mediterranean conference 
hejd in Rome, would be to 
“discuss the democratic func- 
tioning of the Palestinian 
state" as well as to initiate 
development projects. The 
committee of ministers of the 
council was also considering 
“confidence building mea- 
sures” to promote rapproche- 
ment between the Arabs and 
Israelis. 


The seminar, which 
brought together about 40 
European parliamentarians, 
officials of the Council of 
Europe, non-governmental 
organisations and personali- 
ties from the occupied. 
Palestinian territories and 
Israel, marked a shift {torn 
declaratory to action policy 
by the centre and the council. 


7 Palestinian 
self-rule 
institutions in 
Jerusalem 
— report 


Hanna Siniora, chief editor 
of Jerusalem’s A1 Fajr news- 
paper and chairman of the 
Europe an- Palestinian Cham- 
ber of Commerce, who has 
attended many such semi- 
nars, said that “over the past 
10 years they were in- 
strumental in preparing for 
the official dialogue” be- 
tween the PLO and Israel 
which led to the Oslo accord. 
“These seminars showed (to 
both sides) the parameters of 
what was possible ... we were 
able to meet Israelis on neut- 
ral ground. At the beginning 
of each meeting we would 
. argue but by the end we 
would exchange ideas.” 

During the various meet- 
ings of this seminar Eli Day- 
an, an Israeli member of par- 
liament who has specialised 
in Euro-Mediterlanean dia- 
logue. repeatedly urged the 
Europeans to finance Palesti- 
nian economic and social de- 
velopment in order to make 
the peace process fruitful. He 
said that Europe could help 
the Palestinians “build the 
infrastructure of Gaza and 
Jericho and the West Bank ... 
Until now the Americans 
have been more involved in 
the peace process, but now 
we think the Europeans 
should become more in- 
volved. It is in our interest." 


Shimon Peres eyes U.N. 
secretary general’s job 


Guerrilla-turned spokesman 
symbolises Palestinian hopes 


By Karin Laob 

The Associated Press 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
wants to cap a sparkling 
career as secretary general of 
the Ignited Nations, a senior 
official said Wednesday. 

“Th is has become his 
ambition," the official, who 
refused to be named, told 
AFP. “I* fit him like a 
glov ...... one wants to 

talk ■ ■ Jen!" about this so as 
' his chances, 
robust 71 -year-old has 
b sun sounding’ out world 
'traders and was pleased with 
the reaction from U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and Fran- 
:-!S Mitterrand of France. 

“International lobbying is 
already underway, but'everv- 
thing depends on what hap- 
pens with the peace process. 
If there is peace with Syria I 
car.'t see any obstacle.’ 
“After the Middle East. 
Peres wants to make peace in 
the world." the official 
added. 

But Peres would need sup- 
port from the Arab World to 
take the top job in the forum 
which Israel has long seen as 
hostiie to the Jewish state. 

After sharing the 1994 
Nobel Peace Prize for his role 
as a prime mover in the 
Palestinian autonomy agree- 
ment, Mr. Peres feels there is 



Shimon Peres 

little left for him at home. 

He complains that he has 
never received due recogni- 
tion in Israel itself while en- 
joying a powerful interna- 
tional reputation. 

Mr. Peres entered parlia- 
ment in 1959 and has held a 
wide range of ministerial 
portfolios from finance to de- 
fence as well as being prime 
minister from 19.S4 to 1986. 

But he acknowledges there 
is scant hope of succeeding 
Rabin after elections in 1996. 

The term of U.N. Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali, an 
Egyptian, expires in 1997. 


GAZA CITY - — Fresh 
out of high school, Sufian 
Abu Zaydeh' commanded a 
Palestinian, guerrilla squad, 
got .caught and spent 12 years 
in Israeli prisons. 

Today, as head of the 
“Israel desk" in Yasser Ara- 
fat’s autonomy government, 
he is a popular guest and 
tough sparring partner on 
Israeli news shows, explain- 
ing Palestinian thinking in 
fluent Hebrew peppered with 
slang. 

“I always get across a dear 
message that despite all the 
stupid things that still happen 
between us, there is a chance 
for peace,” said Mr. Abu 
Zaydeh, 35. interviewed in 
his office in the Palestinian 
government compound that 
until a year ago served as 
Israeli army headquarters in 
Gaza. 

His bumpy journey from 
desperado guerrilla to advo- 
cate of coexistence offers a 
glimmer of hope that Palesti- 
nians and Israelis may yet 
find harmony despite the vio- 
lence plaguing peace process. 

After a January suicide 
bombing in which militants 
from Gaza killed 21 Israelis, 
Mr. Abu Zaydeh said he 
initially was ashamed to re- 
turn to the Israeli college 
where he started taking 
courses this fall in political 
science and Israeli politics. 

“I felt something in me was 
broken, and that perhaps we 
couldn’t sit together, said 
Mr. Abu Zaydeh, natty in a 
gray blazer and matching 
shirt. "But many students 
said, ‘Sufian, don’t do this, 

| we want you here’." 


Many other Israelis, 
however, still distrust Palesti- 
nians. Last fall, Mr. Abu 
Zaydeh parked his car at the 
. Erez checkpoint between 
Gaza' and Israel aixTtook a 
•• taxi to a Tel Aviv interview 
because- cars with Gaza plates 
cannot enter Israel. 

Police blew it up for fear it 
might be rigged with explo- 
sives. 

Mr. Abu Zaydeh said he 
could even understand police 
fears, but was angry he was 
not offered compensation. 
“It’s a sign of contempt. If 
this had happened to an 
Israeli, they would have paid 
him," he said. 

On the Israeli T 17 talk 
show “Popoh’tika" last week, 
Mr. Abu Zaydeh used the 
incident to lend perspective 
to a debate on a rash of thefts 
of Israeli cars smuggled into 
the Palestinian self-rule 
areas. 

“My car was blown up,” he 
said, grinning broadly. 

Dan Margalit, host of the 
show, said Mr. Abu Zaydeh’s 
knowledge of Israel made 
him a valuable guest. “He 
knows Israeli society... when 
he makes a point, he refens to 
Israeli arguments and doesn't 
just give an official Palesti- 
nian position." 

That knowledge did not 
come easy. Mr. Abu Zaydeh 
grew up in the Jabaliya re- 
fugee camp, a shantytown of 
70,000 and hotbed of resist- 
ance to Israeli occupation. 

He shared a two-room shack 
with his parents and eight 
siblings. 

After graduating from high 
school in 1978, he studied at 
Beirut University. During a 
visit to Gaza, he was told by 
Israel s Shin Bet security ser- 


vice he could either turn in- 
former or be barred from 
returning to Beirut. Mr. Abu 
Zaydeh chose the latter and 

He, was given command of 
. a three-member armed^quad 
and recruited others. In 1980, 
he shot and wounded a sus- 
pected Palestinian collabor- 
ator with Israel, was caught 
and in 1981 sentenced to 12 
years. 

In prison, he decided to 
teach himself Hebrew using a 
book for new Jewish immig- 
rants to Israel. He conversed 
in Hebrew with his cellmate 
Sameh Kanaan, son of a Jew- 
ish mother, and read Israeli 
newspapers and a memoirs of 
Israeli leaders. 

Mr. Abu Zaydeh soon be- 
came spokesman for the 
Palestinian security de- 
tainees, negotiating on their 
behalf with wardens. 

“In prison, I broke the 
psychological barrier of talk- 
ing with Israelis," he said. 

From behind bars, he fol- 
lowed the mass uprising 
against occupation and the 
peace process. He felt that 
while Mr. Arafat’s autonomy 
deal gained Palestinians too 
little, “we had no other 
choice.” 

When he was released in 
April 1993, Mr. Arafat 
appointed him liaison with 
the Israelis. 

Looking back on his own 
transformation, Mr. Abu 
Zaydeh said he now ex- 
pected the Israelis to make 
more of an effort to chanee. 
too. 

“The Israelis still relate to 
Palestinians as inferior to 
Jews and not deserving of the 
same things," he said. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Seven institutions 
linked in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
are operating in East Jeru- 
salem in violation of the 
Israel-PaJestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) auton- 
omy accords, the Israeli orua- 
nisation Peace Watch 
charged Tuesday. 

"Seven institutions in Jeru- 
salem are connected beyond 
any doubt to the Palestinian 
Authority and an additional 
two are linked to the author- 
ity.” said the independent 
group which monitors the 
Israeli- PLO self-rule accords. 

This constitutes a violation 
of the 1993 declaration of 
principles on autonomy and 
the May 1994 Cairo accord 
which launched Palestinian 
self-rule, the group said in a 
report. 

Both Israel- PLO accords 
established that self-rule 
offices could only be sited in 
the autonomous Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 
Jericho, it said. 

Faisal Husseini. the top 
PLO official in East Jeru- 
salem. denied the report's 
allegations. He told Israeli 
Television that “no Palesti- 
nian institution linked to the 
Palestinian Authority is oper- 
ating in Jerusalem." 

The seven institutions 
named by Peace Watch as 
directly linked to PLO leader 
V asscr Arafat's self-rule au- 
thority are: the Religious 
Affairs Ministry, enerev' cen- 
tre. bureau of" statistics, the 
office of the mufti of Jeru- 
salem. the Palestinian Econo- 
mic Council for Development 
and Reconstruction t PEC- 
DAR). the Palestinian 
Broadcasting Corporation 
and Orient House. 

The two others whose con- 
nection with autonomy is not 
clear are the Palestinian 
health and housim; councils, 
the report said. 

The Palestinian Author- 
ity's violations of the self-rule 
deals are "imensib *'g” as 
motel 1 y mb, more „ *&saujiiiuasi.> 
are-set up m ■East Jer-usalemr.-..-. 
the report said. • 

' However-:- -it -said- 1 he-ati--’ 
thority's diplomatic activity 
at Orient House, the. PLO's 
headquarters, had been 
greatly reduced in recent 
months. 

The Israeli parliament 
adopted a law banning PLO 
activities in Jerusalem last 
December. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


20 Iraqis arrested off Kuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwaiti coastguards have 
arrested 20 Iraqis who were trying to infiltrate the emirate 
by sea, the Interior Ministry said Tuesday. “The coast- 
guards arrested 20 Iraqis — six children, eight women and 
six men — on board a boat off- Kuwait," said a ministry 
statement carried by the official agency KUNA. The Iraqis 
were being questioned by Kuwaiti authorities, the state- 
ment said without specifying when they were arrested. 
Kuwait has regularly reported attempts by Iraqis to 
infiltrate the emirate through its northern border since the 
1991 Gulf war which ended the seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. Kuwaiti newspapers said Monday that 
armed Iraqis had stolen a flock of 500 sheep in the north of 
the emirate and that infiltration attempts were increasing 
since the beginning of the year. In February a Bangladeshi 
shepherd was killed by Iraqis who crossed the border and 
stole his flock, officials said. 

Ban on two French papers lifted in Tunisia 

TUNIS (AP) — The government Tuesday lifted a nearly 
one-year ban on two major French newspapers, a gesture 
coinciding with the opening of an exposition in Paris about 
Tunisia's ancient city of Carthage. Complaining of hostile 
.articles, authorities last March banned the distribution of 
the daily Le Monde in Tunisia, and imposed a similar ban 
two weeks later on Liberation. Tunisian officials said 
President Zine A1 Abidine Ben All decided to lift the ban 
as a goodwill gesture linked in part to an ongoing Tunisian 
arts and cultural festival in France. One of the highlights of 
the festival, an exposition about Carthage, was opened 
Tuesday in Paris by French President Francois Mitterrand 
and Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac. Among those attending 
was the Tunisian prime minister, Hamed Karoui. The 
exhibition includes about 250 works, include spectacular 
gold collections and mosaics. 

Germany renews Shreidi extradition request 

BEIRUT (AP) - — Germany renewed Tuesday its request 
for the extradition of a Palestinian implicated in a 1986 
J. bombing of a Berlin discotheque in which two American 
servicemen were killed. The suspect, Yasser Shreidi, 35, is 
serving an 18-month jail sentence in Lebanon after his 
conviction in November of carrying a forged passport. The 
German embassy’s first secretary, Hubert Long, submitted 
the new request to Prosecutor General Munif Oweidat. It 
was accompanied by documents sought by Mr. Oweidat to 
complete legal aspects of the extradition appeal, sources at 
the prosecutor general's office said. Insisting on anonym- 
ity, the sources said Mr. Oweidat was inclined to recom- 
mend to the government that Mr. Shreidi be handed over, 
even though Lebanon and Germany are not bound by an 
extradition treaty. Mr. Oweidat planned to submit the file 
with his recommendation to Justice Minister Bahij Tab- 
bara, who would then take the issue to the cabinet The 
sources said they could not speculate on how long it would 
take for the government to decide on the issue. 

Israeli jeweller robbed and killed in Belgium 

BRUSSELS (R) — Thieves shot and killed a 22-year-old 
Israeli jeweller m the Belgian port city of Antwerp on 
Tugday the Belgian VTM television network said. , Avi 
Berberashvili, who was shot in the head, died shortly after 
being found by relatives. An unknown number of lewels 
were stolen from the display window, VTM said. Police 
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Bombers on parade 

Gaza police paraded two 
would-be suicide bombers 
before the press on Wednes- 
day and accused Islamic 
Jihad hardliners of brain- 
washing them. “These two 
young men have been sub- 
jected to brain-washing ses- 
sions to become suicide bom- 
bers, said Colonel Moham- 
mad AI Masri of the Palesti- 
nian intelligence service. 

Sixteen-year-old schoolboy 
Ayman Abdul Karim 
Mohammaden and Naim 
Hassan AI Dardassawi, 19, 
who works in an ice-cream 
shop, were arrested last 
week. 

Ayman’s father told the 
press conference he had seen 
his son climb into an empty 
grave as part of his training to 
Set used to the idea of death. 

“A sheikh gave them les- 
sons on Islam and martyrdom 
and told them the gates of 
paradise were wide open to 
them,” Masri said. “They 
were not assigned a specific 
mission but are potential 
suicide bombers." 


were'stoten'frbttT Otte 'of’ the world’s 

Fast mon * h - Antwerp is the world's biggest 
?nn^ n «i 7 a i?i? g C ^ n ^? el ^ Um ' 5 diamond trade turnover 
SJfafhi amounted to S9.50 billion in 

Iran tests key railway network 

NICOSIA (AP)— -Iran conducted a test run Tuesday of a 
5? ra, r l. ne ^ ork ^at hnks the Central Asian republics in 
thenorth of international waters through its southern Gulf 
Rad, ° re P° rted - The project fulfills a major 
Iranian ambit 10n to emerge as the gateway to the Central 

Wh,< ? ar< V nc *] ,n resources and considered 
mportam future markets for Western goods. The republics 

K^ k cten ni 1 Uzbekistan and 

^ Sh™ n p;J ,n,,ted ° r n ° access to international 
JS* 1 *' Tehran Radio, monitored in Cyprus, said the 

Ahha7^h nCCtS nor V ,ern *ran to the Gulf port of Bandar 
£niS?i vS/ nen ? ork ™ nnu, g through the city of Bafq m 
S» r ° V,nCe ' The s 1 tate ' run radio ^i d the project, 

iSSri ycarS t0 con *P!Sl e ’ was of “immense rational 
and strategic importance. The present network has the 

15 tonnes of S oods per vear, but* 
designed for easy expansion, the radio said. The railway is 
due for official completion April 1. railway is 

Balkans dominate Romanian-Turkish talks 

former^Yn vnci » v ' 1 V P^P®® 1 of a broader war in 

former Yugoslavia dominated talks Tuesday between the 

presufents of Romania and Turkey who insisted they would 
fr ^ leBalka " s - Romanian President 
ur g e m intervention of international 
[n Crn-uiT 5 n * cessar > to Prevent possible renewed conflict 
m Croatia and a flareup of fighting in Bosnia when a 

Dentiref s^d^Ballcan^ari^ Turkis \ Presid ent Suleyman 
,K re ■ Ba,k ^ n nations must work together for peace 

BaSlS ”°T^|^d R rt thC * Sensibilities that exist K 
cancans, turkey and Romania "are ready to do all in 

2S r “° r ' here not to he bloodshed,*’ he added after 
Mon le *negro . ^he* on iy re pm bl 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: rrsm i? 

PROGRAMME TWO 


I740 
I7JO 
I^OO 
19*J0 
1*45 
2ft50 
21:15 
22.-00 
Z2S20 

FcJlure film 
23:59 


... Lft Ratons Lavcurt 
Mano Dcs Eju\ Viv« 

Ncw*jnF»cn;h 

.... Rood To Avonlca 
Plancte En Equation 

E.N C. 

The Blue Revolution 
. .. Nc«<4irt English 


1 Problem Child" 
The EmIc 


PRAYER TIMES 

MsW Fair 

<V:SI iSunnul Duha 

11:46 Dhuhr 

*Asr 

Mjehrcb 

1*:59 -Mb 

CHURCHES 

S. Mary of Nazarrlh Church 
Swd/lcfa, Tc! fi 111740 
AswnWki of God Church, Tel. 
*32785 

SI. Joseph Church Tel. *24500, 
Church of Uw Annonditfoa Tcf 

IS374JJ1 

De la Safle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrusanda Church Tel: 62236b 
Church of the Aanundalioo Tel 

623541. 

AnjeBcan Church Tel. 630851, Tel. 
628543. 


Armenian Catholic Church 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
7752ft I . 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tcl- 
R2432S. 

Ccrn » n -*P«ldiig Evangelical Coo- 
ercjcatiou Tel: 6SJI65 
Tbr Church of Jesm Christ of 
Latter-Daj- Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazarctw Tel 675691. 
The Evangelled Local Church hi 
Amman 
Tel SI 1295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment pf Meteorology. 

Sunns weather condilram will 
prevail with clouds appcarinc at 
low altitudes and uimb north- 
wcsitvlv moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 
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Deserts ... 
Jordan Valle 


temp. 


Yesterdays high 
Amman 19 Aqah.i 
readings: Amman 21 
Aqaba 38 per cent. 
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• J/2! 
10/24 

temperatures: 
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USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadshch 75y200 

Dr. Salman AI Dahoubi .... 77675 ] 

Dr. Bahjar Sadr 849362 

Dr. NidaJ AI Dahtch [ 827195 

Rras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

AI Ascmn pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

t acoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy ” 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

N jjib pharmacy 847632 

DtBID: 

Pf Ali AI Omari 272032 

AI Quds pharmacy ( j 

ZARQA: 

Er£.??T r u 1 Lawzi W)l 

Miaiiicn pharmacy 985417 


emergencies 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661 III 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63034] 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

775121 

Highway Police 84340'’ 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pi*!ic Security Department ....... 630 J2 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Pri« Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

v 787,11 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 66 tin | 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

n , „ 815615 

Electric Power 

Company- 636381 

KJ Right Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre S13813/32 

khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

....... 644281/6 

Afcikh Maternity. J. Amn. ■ 

. . , . 642441/2 

JatKli Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmckani Hospital 66913 ] 

University Hospital 845S45 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli Abdali 66^16^ 

Italian. AI-Muhajrecn ... 777101/3 
AbBoshir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.SMurka 89I6M/15 

QUCHI Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 
Ama! Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

,w 0®323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

c . „ . (09)900560 

ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Ai ritkma Modem Hospital (0WW»0 

(RBID: 

ggg 

I™1 Ai Nal «S Hopna) (02)247100 


AQABA: 

PritKOs Haya Hospital (0313141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

TO* information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian f RJ ) inhrmatidn 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. IQ8IS32Q0- 

5. where it should always be veri- 
tied. 

arrivals 

(RJ) F " oh, ‘ 

tKfcflO 

Singapore, Kuala Lumpour (RJ) 

£2 Aden ( RJ) • 

Jif? Sanaa (RJ) 

K 

!£nn '«■■■■« Colombo (RJ) 

17^e New Ydrtc. Amsterdam ( RJ) 
Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 


London. Berlin (RJ) 

A £ u D habi. AI 'Ain (RJ) 

■J'fS® Bangkok. CaJcu I ta(RJj 

1^1“ Casablanca. Tunis i PJ j 

2 : 9? Romc(RJ) 

Athens. Lamaca (RJ) 


22:18 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 


Other Flight: (Terminal 2) 

Beirut (ME) 

iwa5 .. Aou Dhabi, Muscat (l 

__ j,:2j Algiers (AH) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) nf s "ZZ USSR 


llfcflO.. 
12 : 20 .. 
12.-40 .. 
16:15 


- Muscat. Doha t'GF) 

Riyadh (SV) 

Sharqah(AH) 

,7:S ® Pan®. Damascus ( AF) 

Cairo (MS) 

Beirut (ME) 

Istanbul (TK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


I8;00 Dubai (EK) 

Uamascus. Doha(Q71 

Cairo (MS) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


20:05 

26:28 

22£5 

01:19 


DEPARTURES 

riMUa° rClan<an ^ 
(Terminal 1) 


Beirut (RJ) 

IS! 

A> BS la ^'^ hica E 0,RJ J 
j!'® M °n«reai. Toronto | Rj{ 

.,!S 

15 r 

J25 Lanuca. Athens (RJ) 

19j4S d“l ■■■■"■ £ ajro (KJ) 

S3o Bahram Doha RJ) 

~ lJS Dubai. Muscat (rj, 


Upperfowcr price in fife per kg. 
70V 500 

Banana (Mukammar) (GO 

JS5 17OT0 

cauliflower 1 ^ J0 0 

Cucumbers (large) 90/40 

Cucumbers Ismail) 200 / 100 

IgphM 14Q/80 

SJ*-- 1200(800 

Crceni/rai, 280/180 

Manow (large) 90/40 

Marrow (small) 130/70 

Onion (green) 2^0/ 180 

380/250 

?PP cr j ho ti 700 / 500 

Pepper (sweet) 380/280 

330/220 

3*™“* 100/50 

Siring Beans 650 / 400 

To,na lo 160/80 
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Police hold suspect in connection 
with rape, murder of Zarqa girl 


By Rana Hasseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

ZARQA — Police 
Wednesday announced the 
arrest of a 50-year-old-man 
suspected of the rape and 
murder of a 10-year-old girl 
from Zarqa camp. 

Colonel Adnan Abdul- 
lat, director of the Zarqa 
police, said that the sus- 
pect, identified as A.S., has 
confessed to raping and 
killing Samar G. in Zarqa. 

Samar’s body was found 
dumped near a pile of 
stones on Feb. 24 by a 
shephered in the Tabar- 
bour area two days after 
she was killed, according to 
police reports. 

The child, was reported 
missing on Feb. 22 after she 
was last seen riding in a 
blue car. Col. Abdullat, 
however, would not reveal 
any further details about 
the case “until we complete 
our procedures." “All I can 
say is that we are still ques- 
tioning the suspect and 1 
can’t give further details," 
Col. Abdullat said, adding 
that an article published 
Wednesday in Arabic daily 
regarding the murder was 
inaccurate. 


“We at the police depart- 
ment regret what A1 Ra’i 
published concerning the 
crime because it is all false 
information,” the police 
official told reporters who 
gathered at Zarqa police 
station for a press confer- 
ence. 

Col. Abdullat told the 
reporters that the press 
conference would be post- 
poned until Saturday, when, 
the authorities expect to 
complete their investiga- 
tions. 

"This case concerns the 
whole society, and all 
newspapers have the right 
to publish the same in- 
formation," the colonel 
added. Meanwhile, Tafileh 
police Wednesday con- 
tinued their search for a 
5-year-old child who has 
been reported missing since 
March 6, officials said. 

Hazem A.F. left bis 
home on March 6 and did 
not return, a police official 
told the Jordan Times 
Wednesday. 

The official said that 
police and Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) rescue 
teams have expanded their 
search near the mountain 
area along Tafileh. 


"We have combed the 
area, but so far we were 
unable to find any trace of 
the missing child,” the 
police official said. 

He added that the au- 
thorities have high hopes of 
location the child. 

Bos accident injures 14 

Also on Wednesday, 14 
people were injured in a 
road accidenr on the Irbid 
Samar road, according to 
police and CDD reports. 

The accident, which 
occurred near Muthalath 
Hibras early Wednesday 
morning, involved a public 
transportation bus and a 
parked car. 

A police official told the 
Jordan limes that the acci- 
dent occurred because the 
bus driver was speeding. 

He said that the bus driv- 
er was in the right lane and 
tried to bypass a parked 
car, but “lost control of his 
vehicle and rolled over." 

The 14 injured, ranging 
in age from 24 to 60, were 
rushed to Princess Basina 
Hospital and Yarmouk 
Health Centre suffering 
from fractures and bruises. 
They were all listed in good 
to fair condition. 


Jordan, PNA discuss facilitating 
travel across Jordan River bridges 




AMMAN (Petra) — Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian officials 
Wednesday met here to dis- 
cuss ways to further facilitate 
the transportation of 
travellers across the Jordan 
River bridges and the cros- 
sing points. 

Interior Minister Salameh 
Hammad said after the meet- 
ing that the discussions were 
held in a brotherly atmos- 
phere and took place in 
accordance with the direc- 
tives of His Majesty King 
Hussein for the purpose of 
bolstering relations between 
Jordan and the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA). 

The discussions were com- 
prehensive and covered 
topics that were not discussed 
$in any earlier Jordanian- 
7 Palestinian meetings, accord- 


ing to Mr. Hammad. 

He said Jordan is deter- 
mined to maintain the highest 
possible level of cooperation 
with the PNA and with the 
Palestinian people, with 
whom Jordan maintains very 
strong brotherly ties which 
must be further strengthened 
by all possible means. 

Nabil Shaath, head of the 
Palestinian team, said after 
the meeting that the two sides 
discussed means to bolster all 
aspects of Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations and the 
implementation of 
Jordanian-Palestinian agree- 
ments. 

Dr. Shaath said that the 
two sides focused attention 
on ways to ensure the success 
of joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
plans that would safeguard 


the interests of the Jordanian 
and Palestinian people. 

Referring to' Tuesday’s 
Arab-Israeh foreign ministers 
meeting. Dr. Shaath said that 
the discussions opened the 
door for the return of the 
displaced Palestinians, but 
there is a long way to go, and 
patience and perseverance 
are required to achieve the 
ultimate goal. 

Taking part in the talks 
were Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Transport 
Minister Samir Kawar and 
Minister of Planning Rizna 
Khalaf Huneidi, in addition 
to Mr. Hammad. 

The Palestinian sides in- 
cluded several senior PNA 
officials in addition to Dr. 
Shaath. 


Ministry, UNICEF to start 
polio immunisation campaign 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Health, in coop- 
eration with the United Na- 
tions Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF) and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), are 
currently preparing for the 
national polio immunisation 
campaign due to start on 
March 18, a UNICEF state- 
ment said. 

The campaign will cover 
all children aged 0-5 years, 
throughout the Kingdom. 

The campaign, which is in 
accordance with WHO and 
UNICE Fs recommendations 
for a polio-free Jordan, aims 
to attain a national im- 
munisation coverage rate 
above 90 per cent and contri- 
bute towards achieving global 


polio eradication by the year 
2,000, according to UNICEF. 

The polio vaccine will be 
offered at all Ministry of 
Health centres, mother and 


child centres and hospitals, as 
well as the Royal Medical 
Services, Jordan University 
Hospital and United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) medical services. 

As for remote areas not 
accessible to these centres, 
they will be serviced by 
mobile ministry immunisa- 
tion teams. 

The vaccine will be avail- 
able free-of-charge to all chil- 
dren residing in Jordan, 
irrespective of nationality, 
medical insurance or im- 
munisation status. 

During the campaign, each 
child under five years of age, 
will be given the two doses of 
the polio vaccine, each in the 
form of two oral drops. 

The two doses will be 
administered four weeks 
apart; the first dose during 
the week of March 18-23, and 
the second one during the 


week starting April 22. 

The success of this cam- 
paign, according to UNICEF, 
resides in the cooperation of 
families, who are requested 
to bring their children for- 
ward for immunisation, and 
thus participate towards 
realising the health goal of 
making Jordan a polio-free 
country. 

According to the State of 
the World Children 1995, 
published recently by UN- 
ICEF, 95 per cent of one- 
y ear-old Jordanian children 
have been immunised against 
polio during the period span- 
ning 1990-1993. 

Furthermore, the Progress 
of the Nations report — 
another UNICEF publication 
— indicated that the world is 
well-on- track towards eradi- 
cating polio by the end of this 
century. 


ir ■ 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

FILMS 

Film entitled “Requiem 
• Pot Un Campesino Espa- 
fiol” at Institute Cer- 
vantes (the Spanish 
Cultural Centre) on 
Thursday at 4 JO p.m. 

* Film entitled “Rebel With- 
out a Cause” at the Amer- 
ican Center on Thursday 
at 5:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITION 

w Exhibition by Syrian 
artist Marwan Qassab 
Bashi at Darat AJ Fnmm. 
Also showing a perma- 
nent exhibition of con- 
temporary Arab artists. 

V Exhibition of art by Con- 
sueio Gonzalez at Institute 
Cervantes (the Spanish 
Cultural Centre). 

r Exhibition of women’s ab- 
stract artists entitled “The 
World Through the Eyes 
of Women” at Raladna 
Art Gallery. 

* “Young America" exhibit 
(with photographs featur- 
ing Americans of ail ages) 
at the American Centre. 

dialogue 

r Dialogue with Syrian 
wtist Marwan Qassab 
Bashi at Darat A1 Funun 
on Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 


Health ministry to offer 
dental care in remote areas 

AMMAN (Petra) — In its drive to offer dental care 
services to all urban and rural regions of the Kingdom, the 
Ministry of Health plans to establish dental clinics in 
villages and remote districts, according to Health Minister 
Aref Batayneh. Addressing the opening of a two-day 
seminar on dentistry, Dr. Batayneh said this ministry has 
cooperated with the Ministry of Education to introduce 
dental care services in government schools and is now 
seeking to offer such services to private schools in 
cooperation with education departments. Noting that 
dental services have been significantly developed oyer the 
years, Dr. Batayneh said the number of dental clinics run 
by the Health Ministry has reached 160, up from only two 
in 1966. 


Today and tomorrow 
March 9-10, 1995 come and 

visit 

the art and paintings 
and art works 

at Philadelphia Hotel 

with the participation of more than 30 
artists and 350 art works 
open from 11 a.m. till 11 p.m. 


UNRWA staff stage strike at headquarters 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Representatives 
of United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
area staff members Wednes- 
day staged a strike in an 
appeal to donor countries to 
continue their financial sup- 
port so that UNRWA ser- 
vices may be sustained. 

UNRWA employees are 
concerned that severe cuts in 
educational, health and relief 
services may be implemented 
if donations do not meet the 
agency’s required budget. In 
turn this would lead to redun- 
dancies. 

Additionally, the representa- 
tives fear that UNRWA may 
cease to exist before a solu- 
tion to the Palestine refugee 
question has been achieved. 

"We need to inform donor 
countries about the situa- 
tion,” said one agency em- 
ployee, “how can UNRWA 
stop its services when we as 
Palestinians are facing so 
many difficulties.” 

The strike staged outside 
UNRWA headquarters in 
Shmeisani lasted three hours. 
Strikers said that representa- 
tives of a women's union and 
six political parties had vi- 
sited the sit-in site to express 
their support. 

About 30 people gathered 
in front of the agency’s head- 
quarters, but numbers had 
apparently fluctuated 
throughout the morning. 
UNRWA employees in the 
relief, health and educational 
sectors pledged their support 
by striking for an hour be- 
tween nine and 10 a.m. 

Banners posted read: “No 
termination or reduction of 
UNRWA’s services," and 
"We are with resolution 
194,’* referring to U.N. 


Security Council resolution 
194 which stipulates the right 
of return of refugees to their 
homeland or to receive com- 
pensation according to indi- 
vidual choice. 

Fears of cuts have arisen 
from the leaking of a docu- 
ment which listed possible 
cuts or amendments to be 
made in the event that dona- 
tions fell short of this year’s 
proposed budget. 

In a recent interview with 
Director of UNRWA Affairs 
Ele Saaf, Mr. Saaf said that 
the document was part of a 
contingency plan carried out 
every year in case donations 
were less than expected ex- 
penditure on existing activi- 
ties. 

Last year UNRWA re- 
ceived about $68 million from 
donors to finance the existing 
activities plus a further $8 
million for the Peace Imple- 
mentation Programme (PIP), 
said Mr. Saaf. 

PIP was initiated in Octo- 
ber 1993 following the signing 
of the Declaration of Princi- 
ples by Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel the previous month. 

PIP is part of the general 
programme of the United 
Nations to support the peace 
process economically and 
socially, and is specifically 
aimed at Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

The strike took place on 
the first day of the major 
donors meeting here, which 
is. chaired by UNRWA’s 
Secretary General liter Turk- 
men. 

Representatives from the 
agency’s host countries, Jor- 
dan, Syria and Lebanon in 
addition to representatives of 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) are also 



United Nations Relief and Works 
staff members Wednesday stage a 


outside the agency’s headquarters in Am- 
man (Photo by Hatim Ali) 


attending the conference. 

In a statement sent to His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Princes Hassan and the rep- 
resentatives of donor coun- 
tries, employees of the Am- 
man field office wrote: “UN- 
RWA staff are greatly con- 
cerned.. .(to) see a growing 
trend among the major 
donors to put an emphasis on 
PIP projects at the expense of 
services, number of posts and 
staff costs.” 

The statement added that 
the past generosity of govern- 
ments to UNRWA had en- 
abled the agency to be an 
“important stabilising factor 
in the Middle East.'' 

However, UNRWA’s abil- 
ity to continue such a role 
would be affected if services 
and posts were reduced be- 
fore the ultimate future of the 
agency has been clarified, 
said the statement, a copy of 
which was obtained by the 
Jordan Times. 

"It goes without saying 
that such a future is con- 
nected to a settlement to the 
refugee problem based on the 


relevant U.N. resolutions, in 
particular resolution 194," it 
concluded. 

Vienna-based UNRWA 
spokesman Sandro Tucd said 
he viewed the strike as action 
taken to reaffirm the agency's 
dedication to serve the needs 
of Palestine refugees. 

“It (the strike) is a way of 
expressing hope that UN- 
RWA will continue to exist 
doing work': for Palestine re- 
fugees,” said Mr. Tucd in a 
telephone interview. 

He explained that in the 
last two years the agency 
accrued “some budget de- 
ficit,” but managed to pre- 
vent cuts !to services by 
adopting stricter budgeting. 
Mr. Tucd a^dded, however, 
“If we do not receive adequ- 
ate funding tlhis year, we will 
have to enforce considerable 
reduction to 1 services." 

If sufficient funding is 
made availablje to the agency, 
plus a little exitra he said , they 
would be a^ble to “pull 
through, but other than that 
we are already bone dry. 

Mr. Tucd explained that 


UNRWA had already re- 
ceived some pledges from 
some donor countries, while 
others had made pledges in- 
part, and others still had not 
yet made their pledges at all. 

“We always fear there will 
be a decrease in generosity, 
and so we are trying to make 
(donors) aware of the fact 
that our only recourse would 
be to cut services." 

Mr. Tucd added that for 
the time being no such cuts 
have come into affect. 

Among striking UNRWA 
representatives there was 
rumoured a large loss of 
agency money that had been 
banked with Barings Bank 
which recently was forced to 
liquidate. 

However, this is not the 
case, asserted Mr. Saaf. 
"Money for the provident 
fund (pension fund) is in- 
vested in portfolios and not in 
the bank (Barings),” he said. 
"This retirement fond has not 
incurred any losses" as a re- 
sult of the collapse of the 
international bank. 


International Women’s Day events 
lack widespread participation 

Ministry urges secretaries to 
first join existing federation 


By Beatrix Immenkamp 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Marking Inter- 
national Women's” Day. 
Jordanian women’s organisa- 
tions and the Ministry of Cul- 
’rure yesterday held a series of 
events in Amman and other 
dties in the Kingdom addres- 
sing women's concerns and 
honouring their achieve- 
ments. But events seemed to 
escape the notice of large 
sectors of Jordan's female 
population. 

Activities began Tuesday, 
with the first in a series of five 
lectures organised by the 
Jordanian Women's Union 
(JWU) on subjects ranging 
from women's human rights, 
plans for a Jordanian secre- 
taries’ union to women's 
health care. 

Also on Tuesday, the 
National Committee of 
Women (NCW) held a semi- 
nar on "women and decision 
making" at the British Coun- 
cil. 

On Wednesday, the NCW 
in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Culture opened a 
two-day-exhibition of paint- 
ings by Arab women artists 
and books by Arab women 
authors at the' Royal Cultural 
Centre. This exhibition will 
travel to all major cities in the 
country. 

The highlight of the open- 
ing ceremony was a piano- 
concert given by Jordanian 
pianists Rula Cameran 
Nabeel and Tala Farouk 
Tutunji. 

The Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) marked 
the day by awarding its 
annual prize to the best work- 
er in the NHFs Women in 
Development Programme, 
which was launched in 1986 
and covers a variety of 
income-generating schemes 
based on the concept of self- 
employment and home pro- 
duction. 

This year's prize was given 
to Bayan Jaber. an employee 
at the Garment Production 
Unit set up by the Women in 


Development Programme, in 
appreciation for her accom- 
plishments in the factory and 
the financial support she has 
been able to give to her fami- 
ly as a result of her work. 

According to the president 
of the General Federation of 
Jordanian Women. Haifa 
Abu Ghazaleh. the federa- 
tion is postponing the two 
activities it had chosen to 
mark International Women’s 
Day to later this month, 
awaiting the return of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. honor- 
ary president of the federa- 
tion. from the United Na- 
tions World Conference on 
Social Development in 
Copenhagen. 

The federation's activities 
will consist of a ceremony in 
Amman for about 200 
women who shared in the 
works of the Jordan Environ- 
ment Society, and a seminar 
on the social and psychologic- 
al effects on women and chil- 
dren of the prolonged abs- 
ence of the male head of the 
household, seeking employ- 
ment outside Jordan. 

But Dr. Abu Ghazaleh 
pointed out that by taking 
part in a recent meeting in 
New York of the planning 
committee for the Beijing 
World Conference on 
Women, members of the fed- 
eration were making their 
contribution this month to 
women's global activities. 

But these efforts and 
events seem to reach only a 
relatively small number of 
Jordanian women: although 
100 people attended the 
opening session of the exhibi- 
tion at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, the exhibition itself 
was conspicuous for the abs- 
ence of visitors in the after- 
noon. According to one of 
the organisers, a large num- 
ber of students attending a 
conference in another part of 
the building visited the ex- 
hibition and showed great in- 
terest in it. but “they drop- 
ped in by chance because 
they were in the same place.” 

Lectures Tuesday and 


Wednesday drew average au- 
diences of no more than 20 to 
40 women. 

And interviews with a ran- 
dom sample of female stu- 
dents at the University of 
Jordan revealed that at least 
half of the women were not 
aware of the existence of 
International Women's Day- 
in the firsr place. Others had 
learned about it through the 
media, but had not heard 
about, any activities marking 
the day. neither at the uni- 
versity nor elsewhere in Am- 
man. 

While some women said 
that they would like to cele- 
brate the day. but were lost 
for ideas of how to do so. the 
majority felt that there was a 
lack of interest in the day and 
its significance, rendering 
celebrations superfluous. 

Asked whether publicising 
the day might raise general 
interest m women's issues in 
Jordan, a group of women 
studying business administra- 
tion replied that a general 
awareness, of the problems of 
Jordanian women existed, 
but that women's day would 
do nothing to change them. 

The idea of an internation- 
al women's day first arose at 
the turn of the century. Since 
those early days, the day has 
assumed a new global dimen- 
sion for women in developed 
and developing countries 
alike. 

It has become the rallying 
point for coordinated efforts 
to demand women's rights 
and participation in the poli- 
tical process. 

Increasingly, Women’s 
Day is a time to reflea on 
progress made, to call for 
change .and to celebrate acts 
of courage and determination 
by ordinary women who have 
played an extraordinary role 
in the history of women's 
rights. 


By Rana H nssemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — libe Ministry 
of Labour has welcomed a 
proposal by tb e Jordanian 
Women’s Union (JWU) to 
establish a secretaries* un- 
ion and called on secretar- 
ies to start regit tering their 
names in the G sneral Fed- 
eration of Trajde Unions 
(GFTU) which also serves 
secretaries. 

During a letcture held 
Wednesday, entitled “to- 
wards establishing a secre- 
taries union,” end orga- 
nised by the JWhJ on the 
occasion of the toltemation- 
al Women’s E>ay, Itaf 
Halaseh, director of the 
Women’s Department at 
the Ministry 
said that the 

approached the 1 ministry 
demanding the .jestablish- 


paiftment at 
of Labour, 
JWU never 
he i ministry 


d part of 
‘that not 
that the 
that it 



reason 

known. 


ment of a union at 
the reasons was 
many people knen 
GFTU exists and 
serves 
field.” 

In addition, Ms. 
said that the GFTljJ is not 
as active as it should be, 
and that is another 
why it is not well- 

“Secretaries wishing to 
establish a union tare en- 
couraged to register and 
become active within this 
union,” she said. 

Ms. Halaseh sai<|l 
secretaries* involved 
the federation is a 
start until further ste 
taken to establish a 
taries’ union or to fcj 
branch of the GFTL 


Deputy Mustafa 
Shneikat, who also addres- 
sed the lecture, said - he 
supports forming a secre- 
taries’ union because un- 
ions are a base of democra- 
cy. 

“When we talk about 
democracy we know that 
we need to work together, 
and this will not happen 
unless people join parties 
and unions," Dr. Shneikat 
said. 

"Forming a secretaries 
union is the right of all 
secretaries, and the right of 
establishing a union is 
stipulated in Jordanian 
law,” he added. Yousef 
Abu Dieh, director of the 
Wasfieh Secretary Training 
Centre who is in charge of 
more than 320 students, 
explained to the lecture 
participants the role and 
duties of secretaries, 
adding that the secretarial 
profession was introduced 
to Jordan in the mid-1960s. 

The JWU proposal for a 
secretaries’ union came fol- 
lowing continuous com- 
plaints by secretaries about 
their conditions and the 
abuse they suffer on daily 



A secretaries committee 
was established by the 
JWU and drafted by-laws 
for the proposed onion. 

According to JWU Presi- 
dent Asma Khader, the on- 
ion will start with what is 
available (the General Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions), 
and “we will think of other 
alternatives at the right 
time.” 



The Embassy of Italy Announces 


The starting of Italian classes, all levels, on 11/3/1995 
or 12/3/1 995 for a period of two and a half months. 

- Classes will be: 

* SATURDAY, MONDAY, WEDNESDAY 

* SUNDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY 

- From four to six or six to eight p.m. 

- Fees are 73 J.Ds. 


■ Registration at the Italian Language Center 
Shmeisani/ near Birds' Garden / Tel: 669348 
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2 U.S. employees killed 
in Karachi ambush 


KARACHI (R) — Two U.S. 
government workers were kil- 
led and one was wounded 
Wednesday morning when 
attackers sprayed their van 
with bullets as they headed to 
work at the U.S. consulate in 
this troubled port city. 

The three Americans and 
their Pakistani driver were 
stopped at a traffic light on 
one of the city's busiest roads 
when two gunmen emerged 
from a yellow taxi and 
opened fire with AK-47 
assault rifles at about 7:45 
a.m. (0245 GMT), police 
said. 

The assailants shot out the 
front and back windscreens 
of the van. killing Jackie Van 
L3ndingbam, a secretary, 
and Gary C. Durell. a com- 
munications technician. 
Mark McCloy, who worked 
in the consulate's post office, 
was injured and was in stable 
condition, according to U.S. 
officials. The driver was not 
hit and took the Americans 
to the Agha Khan Hospital. 

“The identity, affiliations 
and motives of the gunmen 
are not known at this time," 
the U.S. embassy in Islama- 
bad said in a brief statement. 

The U.S. consulate in 
downtown Karachi was im- 
mediately dosed to the public 
after the shooting, which 
took place about two miles 
(three kilometres) away at a 
busy intersection on Shar-E- 
Sasin Road. 

The American flag flew at 
half-mast and a large contin- 
gent of heavily armed Pakis- 
tani police stood guard out- 
side the fortified U.S. com- 
pound. Americans who work at 
the consulate were advised to 
stay inside their homes for 
safety. 

“An intensive search has 


been ordered,” said Pakis- 
tan’s Information Secretary 
Hussein Haoqani. “The gov- 
ernment will spare no effort 
to find and arrest those re- 
sponsible.” .( 

The U.S. embassy in Isla- 
mabad and consulates 
Karachi and other cities 
tightened security since 
month's arrest and exti 
tion to tbe United Stated of 
Ramri Yousef, a suspect in 


the 1993 bombing of/ the 
World Tirade Centre in H 


ew 


York. / 

Some Pakistanis opposed 
the extradition of Yousef, an 
Iraqi. He was arrestte^ at a 
small guest bouse in Islama- 
bad and immediately p^t on a 
plane to New York. 

Prime Miniter Bfcnazir 
Bhutto's government is pro- 
American and she is planning 
an official visit to Washington 
next month where she will 
meet U.S. President Bill 
Clinton. Also, first lady Hill- 
ary Clinton is sebedhded to 
visit Pakistan for two/ days at 
tbe end of this month. 

However, a number of 
militant political and reli- 
gions groups espouse anti- 
American rhetoric knd have 
accused the United States of 
involvement in the worsening 
violence that hns donvulsed 
Karachi, leaving; more than 
1,000 dead since the begin- 
ning of 1994. 1 

Tehrik-E-Jafiira Pakistan, a 
hardline Shi 1 itel Muslim 
group, claims the Americans 
are behind the recent spate of 
mosque attack*; hf Karachi. 
The group has provided no 
evidence. I 

U.S. Ambassador John 
Mon jo held tails Wednesday 
afternoon at the consulate 
with Abdullah /Shah, the 
chief minister of Sind pro- 


vince, which includes 
Karachi. 

“This is a serious terrorist 
action that was meant to 
sabotage the prime minister’s 
visit to America next 
month.” Mr. Shah told the 
Associated press after, meet- 
ing with Mr. Monjo. “There 
are people who do not want 
an improvement in Pakistan’s 
relations with the United 
States.” 

Asked to elaborate, he 
noted that Pakistan has extra- 
dited suspected drug traffick- 
ers to the United States and is 
planning to send several 
more. Pakistan's drug barons 
are considered extremely 
powerful and well-armed. 

Wednesday's shooting 
was not die first time Amer- 
icans have been trageted for 
attack in Pakistan, an over- 
whelmingly Muslim nation of 
130 million people. 

Pakistani protesters in 1989 
stoned the American Centre, 
a library and resource centre 
in Islamabad, fo protest tbe 
controversial novel, the Sata- 
nic Verses, by author Salman 
Rushdie. Pakistani plolice 
were called in and shot dead 
six demonstrators. 

The U.S. embassy in Isla- 
mabad was badly burned in 
an attack by activists in 1979 
and had to be rebuilt. .Two 
Americans and two Pakista- 
nis were killed. 

A spokesman of the U.S. 
embassy said there was a 
general advisory on security 
in Karachi for Americans. 

“We have stopped Amer- 
icans from travelling in 
dangerous areas.” a consu- 
late official said. 

Witnesses said a number of 
U.S. consulate cars entered 
and left the mission from tbe 
back door, heavily guarded 



Pakistani paramilitary troops guard the U.S. consulate in 
Karachi after two American diplomats were shot dead and 
another injured by unidentified gunmen Wednesday. Tbe 
two men were killed in eastern Karachi as they were driving 
along the airport highway and beading for the consulate 
(AFP photo) 


by police and private armed 
guards. 


“The gunmen travelling in 
' the U.S. 


a car overtook the 
consulate-general's van be- 
fore a traffic signal near 
nursery area and sprayed bul- 
lets from tbe left side, right 
side and from tbe front side, 1 ” 
a police official said. 

“The bullet-riddled van 
has at the moment been 
parked at the hospital,” tbe 
official said. 

At least five bullets pene- 
trated the left side and fonr 
the right side of the van, the 
police said. “All the side 


window panes were 
smashed.” 

The front was hit by nine 
bullets but its windscreen was 
intact, the police said. 

There was a lot of blood 
inside the van, which took at 
least 20 minutes to reach the 
hospital from the attack site, 
the police said. 

“We are deeply saddened 
and concerned by this act of 
violence that has taken place 
in Karachi,” Mrs. Bhutto 
told reporters in Singapore, 
where she was visiting to 
encourage more foreign in- 
vestment in her country. 



Remains of 2 Romanovs reburied in Russia 


ST. PETERSBURG, Russia (AP) — wo 
members of tbe Romanov royal family wliio 
died in exile were reburied in the cathedrjal 
where Russian czars since Peter the Grtjai 
have been interred. The remains of grand 
duke Kirili, a first cousin to Russia's last cziir, 
Nicholas n, and of KiriD’s wife. Grand Dop- 
es Victoria, were brought to Russia 
reburial from a cemetery in Coburg, G 
many. They had died in die 1930s. 
remains arrived in St. Petersburg by Cerry 
were transported across the city in blricfc 
hearses to the Peter and Pan! CathecU-al. 
About 200 people stood somberly in a drfcjzk 
outside the cathedral while SL Petersburg 
Mayor Anatoly Sobchak, accompanied/ by 
dozens of priests and journalists, observed) the 
placing of tbe remains in a church crypt /next 


to a vault containing the remains of Peter the 
Great Tbe reburial in Russia, requested by 
Romanov descendants, was authorised in 
January by Mr. Sobchak and President Boris 
Yeltsin. The remains of Nicholas and his 
family were supposed to have been lurried in 
the cathedral Sunday, bat tbe interment was 
postponed because authorities want to conduct 
further genetic tests. Nicholas H abdicated in 
1917, and be and his famUy were held prisoner 
after the revolution at a royal compound 
outside St. Petersburg, then called petrograd. 
Later, the Bolsheviks moved than to the Ural 
Mountains city of Yekaterinburg, where they 
were murdered in July 1918. An Orthodox 
priest bolds the funeral service for the ground 
duke and Us wife. (AFP pboto) 



SKIN CANCER CURE FOUND: A South 
Korean research team has developed a 
radioisotope- treated patch which they say can 
cure shallow skin cancers without surgery in 
less than an hour. These pictures, pres jented by 
team leader. Professor Lee Jong-Du • of Yonsei 
University, show that a squamous cell 
on the cheek of a 90-year-old wocgian 

treated with the patch for 30 minutes, 

appeared in three months. The tesrn, beaded 
by Park Kyung-Bae of tbe Koresi Atomatic 
Energy Research Institute (KAERJi) , wffl pre- 
sent the details of their discovery soon at 
international medical seminars, fiie Korea 
Herald said. Claimine devdom npu t nt «*u» 


ists it involved the use of powdered Holmhnn 
165, which when treated in a laboratory 
reactor turned Into Hotmiom 166 rind emitted 
strong tumour-destroying beta waves. “Put 
the Bobnimn 166 patch on tbe skin fior 30 to 60 
minutes at maximum, said the treatment is 
the snorts quoted Dr. Park as 
hMUrffekn a year to 

. and htfBfen tested o'lTgQ Bfilinflh hy a 
team from Seoul's Yonsei University Medical 
Hospital. In each animal the tumoiurs dis- 
appeared within a week with no disceraaUe 
side effects, he said. Dr. Park did not sfiecalale 
on what tbe price of foe patch would be, but 
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Zhirinovsky vows to back 
India ag ains t P akistan 


NEW DELHI (R) — Russian 
nationalist leader Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, ending a trip to 
India with characteristic 
W witness, said Wednesday 
that if be came to power, 
Moscow would bade India in 
any war with Pakistan. 

In a new barrage of con- 
troversial statement during a 
trip to India, Mr. Zhirinovs- 
ky predicted the Central 
Asian republics would 
reunite with Rnssia, helping 
realise his goal of establishing 
a common border with India. 

The leader of Russia's 
Liberal Democratic Party, 
speaking at a news confer- 
ence at the end of a three-day 
visit to New Delhi, stood by a 
statement he made Monday 
when he said he wanted 
Bangladesh and Pakistan to 
be folded back into India. 

Russia's ambassador to 
Bangladesh apologised for 
tbe remark, which drew a 
strong protest from Dhaka. 
Mr. Zhirinovsky said tbe 
ambassador should be with- 
drawn for anti-Russian views. 

He also restated his Mew 
that Afghanistan and Pakis- 
tan should turn over a narrow 
corridor of territory to Rus- 
sia, helping it create a direct 
land link with India. 

Iran's embassy in Delhi 
criticised his suggestion last 
week that Russia might take 
land from Iran to compensate 
Afghanistan for tbe corridor, 
the Iranian News Agency 
IRNA said. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky made 
dear his renewed call for a 
redrawing of national bound- 
aries through much of Cen- 
tral and South Asia was 
armed at strengthening Rus- 
sia and India, with which he 
said Moscow had always had 


unique i 
“This 


relations. 

lis is the only country 
with which neither in the 
past, present or future, we 
see any chances of any con- 
tradiction,” be said. 


The outspoken politician 
Pakistan, 


said India, not 
would be his ally if he won 
presidential elections set fin- 
next year and succeeded 
Boris Yeltsin: “In the case of 
a conflict arising between In- 
dia and Pakistan, we have 
made it abundantly dear on 
whose side we shall be. 


If India had a very broad- 
based agreement with us, 
which indudes military and 
technical cooperation, and 
India asked us for such help, 
then we shall be ready to 
render such assistance,” be 
said. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky said the 
chances of a fourth war be- 
tween India and Pakistan 
would be diminished if Isla- 
mabad knew Moscow would 
support New Delhi, for de- 
cades a major buyer of Rus- 
sian arms. 


“If both India and Pakistan* 
were to know in a very frank 
and forthright manner as to 
what will the stand of Russia 
in case of conflagration start- 
ing between India and Pakis- 
tan, I think then Pakistan 
would itself behave in such a 
manner that that conflict will 
even not get started," he 
said. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky said his 
goal of establishing a com- 
mon border between Russia 
and India could be realised if 
the former Soviet Republics 
in Central Asia were folded 
into Russia, and a narrow 
corridor was opened through 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 


China avoids first U.N. 


censure on human rights 


GENEVA (R) — China 
foiled a Western attempt to 
censure its human rights re- 
cord Wednesday for the fifth 
successive year, narrowly de- 
feating a critical resolution at 
tbe U.N. Human Rights 
Commission. 

After vigorous behind-the- 
scenes lobbying by both 
sides, tbe 53-member com- 
mission voted 21 to 20 with 12 
abstentions against a Euro- 
pean draft resolution backed 
by the United States. 

China's ambassador to the 
United Nations in Geneva, 
Yong-Jan Jin, said before file 
vote that the draft text was 
“entirely a product of political 
confrontation practised by 
the West with ulterior mo- 
tives.” 

Bnt John Shattuck, tbe 
U.S. assistant secretary of 
state for humanitarian 
affairs, welcomed the fact 
that the resolution had been 
put to a vote and China had 
not managed to quash it with 
a procedural motion as it had 
done every year since 1991. 

China introduced such a 
motion Tuesday night but 
was defeated, also by one 
vote. 

“This year for the first 
time file U.N.' Human Rights 
Commission has made clear 
that the Universal Declara- 
tion on Homan Rights cannot 
be defeted by procedural 
maneovuriug and that no 
country, however large, can 
avoid scrutiny of its human 
rights record,” Mr. Shattuck 
fold Reuters. 

But Mr. Shattuck, who led 
the U.S. lobbying effort after 
tbe European Union tabled 
tbe draft resolution, was less 
pleased by Russia’s decision 
to vote against it. Russia had 
voted against the Chinese 
procedural motion Tuesday. 

Although four other coun- 
tries also changed their votes, 
tbe Russian decision effec- 
tively swung the vote Beij- 
ing’s way. 

“We are very disappointed 
with Russia’s vote on tbe 
resolution," Mr. Shattuck 
said. “It seemed inconsistent 
with its vote — which we 
welcomed — on bringing the 
resolution before the Com- 
mission.” 

The Commission, the 
U.N.'s highest human rights 
forum, has no real power to 
deter serious and consistent 
violators of human rights. In 
less contested votes later 
Wednesday, it issued strong 
condemnations of abases in 


Iran and Iraq. 

Diplomats said China’s 
drive fo avoid any formal 
censure was motivated large- 
ly by trade concerns and the 
fear that such a resolution 
could have affected multi - 

billion dollar foreign invest- 
ment in the country. 

The draft resolution itself 
was considered moderate, ex- 
pressing “concern at con- 
tinuing reports of violations 
of human rights in China” 
and “severe restrictions on 
the rights of citizens to free- 
dom of assembly, associa- 
tion, expression and religion, 
as well as to due legal process 
and a fair trial.” 

Western delegates im- 
mediately accused Beijing of 
using undue political and eco- 
nomic pressure to sway tbe 
vote, taking advantage of tbe 
Commission’s Third World 
majority. 

But they said they ex- 
pected China’ s rights record 
to be moire routinely ex- 
amined at future sessions of 
the Commission, whether or 
not a resolution is passed 
next year. 


Opposing the motion. 
Ambassador Jin said the Un- 
ited States and Britain tad 
argued for tbe text by saying 
that criticising a large country 
showed the Commission's im- 
partiality. 

“By doing so I do not know 
if they intended to cheat 
themselves or to cheat 
others. China is indeed a 
country with a big popula- 
tion, but at the same tune it is 
also a developing country and 
the living standards of the 
Chinese people are much 
lower than those of tbe major 
sponsors of the draft resolu- 
tion. 


“The attack by Western 
countries is by no means with 
regard to the fact that China 
is a big country, rather it is 
because they are not pleased 
with the development and. 
growth of China or with the 
path China has been pur- 
suing,” Mr. Jin added. 


Beijing publicly thanked 
members of the U.N. Human 


Rights Commission who 
voted to defeat the resolu- 
tion. 

“The Chinese government 
expressed its admiration and 
gratitude to those countries 
who upheld justice and sup- 
ported China,” a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman was 
quoted on state radio as 
saying. 


Colombo slams rebels 


over French mediation 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka rejected Wednesday 
Tamil Tiger guerrilla claims 
that a French nominee was 
unacceptable as an in- 
termediary to end the ethnic 
war because he was biased in 
favour of President Chandri- 
ka Kumaratunga. 

The separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) vetoed tbe initiative 
to involve the French and 
Wednesday charged that the 
retired diplomat named by 
France, identified only as 
“Michelle," was a close 
friend of the president and 
therefore controversial. 

Foreign Minister Laksh- 
man Kadirgamar dismissed 
the allegations and regretted 
that the Tigers were rejecting 
the good offices of France to 
resolve the country’s conflict 
which has claimed more than 
30,000 lives since 1972. 

“There is absolutely no 
truth in that. He is a nominee 
of the French government. 
He is not somebody we pick- 
ed off the street just like that. 
The president did not know 
the man until he came here,” 
Mr. Kadirgamar said. 


He said the government 
asked for the “good offices" 
of France “because they have 
a long standing relationship 
with us and also a lot of 
experience in this type of 
thing." 

Mr. Kadirgamar said the 
government felt that they 
should seek foreign media- 
tion because three mon ths of 
talks with the LTTE had 
made no progress towards 
opening a dialogue on politic- 
al issues to end the war. 


However, he said he was 
still “cautiously optimistic" 
about taking forward the 
peace effort currently dead- 
locked without any discussion 
on political issues. 


But in a two-page state- 
ment from its London office 
the LTTE said they were not 
opposed to foreign mediation _ 
as a last rerort, but were 
opposed to foreign mediation 
as a last resort, but were 
opposed to the retired diplo- 
mat. 

“He was a close friend of 
the president and his selec- 
tion as a mediator was con- 
troversial. 


NATO’s foe in exercise sounds like new friend Russia 


OSLO, Norway (API — The 
cold war is oveT. NATO is 
now working on ways to link 
Russia into its “Partnership 
for Peace" programme. 

So what are roughly 22,000 
troops, 130 warships and 350 
warplanes from NATO doing 
in Norway to practise defend- 
ing its vast oil fields from 
what sounds like Russia? 

“No, no, no. It could be 
any country, anyhere,” said 
Brynulf Freeberg, a spokes- 
man for “Strong Resolve,” 


The exercise, which ended 
Wednesday, divided Norway 
in half. “Whiteland” — to 
the north — has grave econo- 
mic problems and a dispute 
with its pro-Western neigh- 
bour “Greenland" over 
rights to territory that is rich 
in natural resources. 


the bt|gest exercise by the 
16-nation North Atlantic 


Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) since the Berlin 
Wall fell in 1989. 

“It’s just that Norway has 
good winter conditions/shal- 
low waters and challenging 
topography for pilots,” he 
said. 

And with the breakup of 
the former Soviet Union, 
Norway also happens to be 
the only NATO country that 


That’s exactly like Russia 
and Norway. 

“Maybe it's an old plan. 
...We are not military oppo- 
nents anymore." said Alex- 
ander Zelenov of the Russian 
embassy in Oslo. “I think it's 
a coincidence.” 


Andrew Duncan, of the 
London-based International 
.Institute for Strategic Stu- 
dies, said “Whiteland” could 
easily end up sounding like 
Russia even if NATO didn’t 
think of — and certainly 
would not describe — Russia 
as an enemy today. 

“Scenarios have to be 

r^nlicHr ’• >•- — ■ J •• » 


But in the Arctic, where 
NATO and Russia meet, it 
doesn’t take much imagina- 
tion to detect reminders of 
the cold war. 

In January. Russia’s milit- 
ary mistook a harmless 
weather rocket launched 
from Andoya, an Arctic is- 
land off north Norway, for a 
hostile military missile. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin claimed that, for the 
first time ever, he opened a 
black box of nuclear missile 
launch codes so he could be 
ready to retaliate. 

Norway was stunned by the 
reaction — a reminder that 
this country of 4.3 million 
people still has a potent milit- 
ary power on its doorstep, 
even after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

Just across Norway’s 196- 
kilometre (120-mile) Arctic 
frontier is Russia's Kola 
Peninsula, with one of the 


enng, Norway and Russia 
have failed to settle their 
border in the Barents Sea, 
with both claiming a vast area 
that is rich in fish and poss- 
ibly oil. 


The Norwegians — fearing 
isolation because they re- 
jected European Union 
membership last autumn — ■ 
are delighted that NATO 
wants to hold on 

Norway’s land and sea. 

“What’s reassuring is that 
our allies show the will to 
come to our defence if 
needed," said Kirsti Skjer- 
ven, of the Norwegian De- 
fence Ministry. 

Moscow, invited to send an 
observer to the exercise, may 
be reassured too. 

When “war” broke out last 
week, 2,200 U.S. marines 
due to reinforce the NATO 
side got stuck aboard their 
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Swarms of crows 
attack animats 


POTSDAM, Germany' 
(AFP) — Swanns of crows - 
have been attacking farm \ 
animals near here with a sav- ' 
age fury that has appalled 
residents and brought to 
mind the most frightening 
scenes from Alfred Hitch-., 
cock’s film The Birds. “It’si 
terrible,” said Norbertj 
Droese, a fanner of Kien-li 
berg, west of Beilin, who lost 
another cow to the crows in 
February. “For weeks they 
live with the herd and then all 
of a sudden they pounce on 
the animals.” No one n the 
Brandenburg region, with its 
fields, tree-lined country 
roads and peaceful villages, 
has ever seen anything like it. 
The crows gather in groups of 
several dozen and swoop 
down on isolated animals. 
“Tbe animals don’t have a 
chance," according to 
Dorese. “The birds usually 
go after defencelesss beasts 
— calves or cows that have 
just given birth. They claw 
out their eyes and then tear V- 
them apart, right down to the 
spinal column. The attach 
usually happen on cloudy or 
foggy mornings.'' In the last 
year farmers in the region 
have lost around 40 calves 
and four cows. Even when 
the animals survive the 
onslaught, they are often so 
mangled they have to be pot 
down. This winter there has 
been less snow and fewer 
attacks, as the crows can 
apparently find other sources 
of food. But the regional 
environment office here is 
now reporting swarms of kil- 
ler crows elsewhere in Ger- 
many, notably in the 
Schleswig-Holstein region fa 
the north. 



iafl troop- 


!> 


Seat belts save 
73,000 U.S. lives 
in past decade 


WASHINGTON (AP) - 
Seventy-three thousand lives 
have been saved in the past 
decade by seat belts, child 
restraints, motorcycle helmet 
laws and age 21 drinking 
laws, a coalition of U.S. in- 
surers, consumers and health 
groups said Tuesday. But de- 
spite the reduced carnage on 
America's highways and 
progress against disease and 
accidents, almost one million " 
Americans still die each year 
from preventable causes, said \j; 
the coalition for consumer p. 
health. \ 
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Chinese termites 
attack modern 
buildings 


BEUING (R) — Concrete- 
crunching termites cause 
more than 40 million yuan 
($4.7 million) in damage ev- 
ery year to modern buddings 
in Chengdu, capital of Chi- 
na's western Sichuan pro- 
vince, the China Daily said 
Wednesday. The tiny white 
insects, previously thougbt 
only to be a threat to wooden 
buildings, have adapted to 
modern city life and can bore 
through reinforced concrete 
and damage items made of 
copper, iron and aluminium, 
the newspaper quoted ex- 
perts as saying. A telecom- 
munications building and an 1 
exhibition hall in tile provin- 
cial capital are among build- 
ings seriously damaged by 
termites, which cause econo- 
mic losses of more than 40 
million yuan ($4.7 million) a 
year, it said. 
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No free lunch 
for China’s police 


BEUING (R) — The Minis- K p ; " 
try of Public Security bask../''.: 
ordered China’s police not to (:• -£ 
accept invitations to dine 
with people who could be nC. 1 -' 
seeking to influence them, 
the China News Service said V 

Tuesday. The announcement -Jf <*--■ . 
came two days after Premier k . v ;' 

Li Peng told parliament die VP - ■/. . 
problem of corruption was a ' >. 
“mater of life and death” fix V. 

China. Police should refuse P;_' : . , 
banquet invitations from peo- 'P; • .--P ' 
pie involved in crimioai or W : > 
security cases or in many ; * 
other kinds of police bust- ■■. ,r: 

ness, including household ' 
registration, driving licences, 
safety inspections and ap- 


plications to travel abroad, ^ ^ 


the agency said. Other dft 
parturients mentioned werd fo r 
computer security and trafiK L V. v 
administration. Police at all, ' r 
levels who persist in dining : 



offences, it said. Leaders who 
approved such activities’ 
would be held responsible, H,: 
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done. China's law enforcers 
have come under increased^ 
scrutiny since R«Smi» hmetToir-.. 


way of getting somethin&y^j ^ 
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Russian soldiers push an anti-aircraft gun unit as they 
change their position in Grozny. Rossian forces admitted 
Tuesday that fighting was still going on in the Chechen 


capital a day after the government in Moscow said Us troops 
had finished mopping up the last elements of resistence there 
(AFP photo! 
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Russian troops use carrot and stick in Chechenya 


SLEPTSOVSK, Russia (R) 
— Russian troops, adopting 
“carrot and stick" tactics, 
shelled Chechen . positions 
in the west of the breakaway, 
region but held truce talks 
Wednesday in another settle- 
ment. 



. . • Reporters based in Slept- 

At--*- *. . 

. sovsk, a settlement in Ing- 


: - • ushetia near the Chechen 

-:j : 

• border, could hear fierce 

e-t •*. • 

< shelling throughout the night 


- ■ , coming from a rebel suon- 

'■ei -T a 

. . “ ghold between the villages of 

tVi 

Bamut, Achkhoi-Martan and 

Vf; .-..A . 

-Samashki. 

■Hr •• 

, Only by early morning did 
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Grad missiles and the thump- 
ing of Howitzers and field 
guns cease. 

Local militia, standing 
guard outside Samashki, 
some 40 kilometres west of 
the Chechen capital Grozny, 
>said Wednesday the Russian 
.were mainly shelling Bamut 
land Achkhoi-Martan — two 
’ well-fortified rebel bases. 

<• Russia sent troops into 
Chechenya almost three 


months ago to crush armed 
separatists. They have ousted 
rebels from the capital Groz- 
ny, but resistance remains 
strong in other areas. 

Russian officials have ack- 
nowledged 1 ,200 deaths 
among Russian servicemen, 
but the real toll is believed to 
be much higher. Civilian 
casualties are estimated at 
several thousand. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said Wednesday that some 
Russian troops had been 
wounded after coming under 
fire in the past 24 hours. 

“Federal artillery shelled 
illegal armed detachments in 
the villages of Chechen- Aul, 
Novye Atagi, Urus Martan 
and other places." it said. 

Radio Russia said Tuesday 
that Russian troops had sur- 
rounded and were set to 
storm the rebel stronghold of 
Argun, east of Grozny, at 
any moment. 

There was no direct 3ccess 
to the battle scene around the 
western villages as Russian 
troops occupied positions 


along the key Restov-Baku 
Highway, cutting the only 
road from Ingushetia. 

But refugees from Bamut, 
arriving in Sleptsovsk, said 
shelling had intensified over 
the last three days after the 
Russian launched an abortive 
tank attack on the village. 

In sharp contrast to the 
hostilities around Bamut and 
Achkhoi-Martan, calm 
reigned around the villages of 
Samashki, where much of the 
population supporters separ- 
atist leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev. 

“The Russians are not shell- 
ing the village and we are 
holding talks with them to 
avert fighting here," said 
Salim, a local standing guard 
outside Samashki in a casual 
suit armed with a pistol. 

“For the third day running, 
our administration has been 
holding talks with Russian 
commanders on conditions 
for keeping the village out of 
the fighting,” he said. “We 
don’t want any trouble here.” 

The respected elders of 


Samashki agreed a truce with 
the Russian last Thursday. 
But the ceasefire came under 
threat after Russian troops 
started shelling Achkhoi- 
Martan and some local fight- 
ers joined in the exchange of 
fire. 

“The Russians demand 
that we surrender all heavy 
weapons," said Salim. “But 
the problem is that we have 
none.” 

“We are trying to do what- 
ever we can to avoid provoca- 
tions," he added. ’We have 
driven fighters out and only 
the local militia with just a 
few Kalashnikovs have re- 
mained." 

Reporters in Samashki did 
not see any heavy weapons or 
even -the hand-held grenade 
launchers that are common- 
place in other rebel-held 
parts of Chechenya. 

Some men in the village 
wore civilian clothes and 
were poorly armed, but 
others, in full combat gear 
and better armed, looked like 
professional fighters. 


U.K.-IRA arms compromise sparks anger 


, LONDON (R) — Protestant 
politicians from Northern 
$ Ireland y piped anger 
- Wednesday at an apparent 
easing of Britain’s insistence 
that the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) give up its arms 
before its political wing can 
enter full peace talks. 

But Britain denied there 
had been a change of policy. 

The government was ex- 
- peeled to be dosely quizzed on 
. its position later Wednesday, 
when parliament debates so- 
called exclusion orders ban- 
ning certain people entering 
mainland Britain under the. 
Prevention of Terrorism Act. 

Home Secretary (Interior 
Minister) Michael Howard 
confirmed in a radio inter- 
view that the British govern- 
ment would be .lifting some 
of the orders after “security 
advice." 

But the main focus is on 
arms, following comments by 
Britain’s Northern Ireland 
Secretary Sir Patrick 
Mayhew. 


Speaking in Washington 
after, meetings with. U-S. 
.Secretary, of. State.. Warren 
Christopher, Sir Patric said 
Tuesday that Britain would 
press the ERA and its political 
wing, Sinn Fein, to show “a 
willingness in principle to dis- 
arm progressively,” with the 
scrapping of “some aims" as 
confidence-building gesture. 

For Sinn Fein to take its 
place at the talks table, Bri- 
tain wanted “a common prac- 
tical understanding” of how 
the decommissioning of arms 
would be carried out. 

Pro-British Unionist mem- 
bers of parliament from 
Northern Ireland swiftly ac- 
cused the government of 
dumping its demand that all 
arms be handed in with a 
request for some arms only. 

John Taylor, an MP for the 
Ulster Unionists, told BBC 
Radio: “This government is 
in full retreat from the threat 
of terrorism, both politically 
and in a security sense. 

“That is why they have no 


longer any credibility in 
Northern. Ireland and in- 
creasinglyso in the rest of the 
United Kingdom'’* -i ‘ ' "* 

Another Unionist, Ken 
Maginnis, told the Daily 
Telegraph: “It is absolutely 
disgraceful to talk about a 
token (handover) to people 
who hold 100 tonnes of soph- 
isticated weapons. This 
capitulates to the 10 per cent 
who have threatened the 
rest. 

But Junior Northern Ire- 
land Minister Michael 
Ancram told BBC Radio 
there had been no change of 
policy, calling the reaction to 
Sir Patrick’s comments “a 
complete misunderstanding." 

“It’s no different from 
what we have been saying for 
months," be said. “If we are 
to enter exploratory dialogue 
there has to be a serious and 
substantive exploration of the 
issues, including arms.” 

British officials have been 
in exploratory talks with Sinn 
Fein following the IRA’s 


ceasefire, which began last 
September.: . 

. Talks' have »lsn been held 
with the political representa- 
tives of Protestant guerrillas 
who called a matching truce 
in October. 

But Britain has so far 
balked at starting full, all- 
party talks including Sinn 
Fein, saying arms must first 
be handed in. 

Sinn Fein’s response to Sir 
Mayhew’s remarks was cau- 
tious. 

Martin McGuinness, who 
is the lead negotiator in talks 
with BritLj officials, a gain 
criticised London for putting 
obstacles in the way Sinn 
Fein’s entry into full-party 
talks but conceded that ail 
sides’ arsenals must go 

“We accept that at some 
stage in the future arms will 
have to be decommissioned, 
and that will be all the arms," 
he told BBC Radio. “That 
will only happen in the con- 
text of an overall political 
settlement.” 


W inni e seeks meeting with S. African president 


Mo tree 

for China’s 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Winnie Mandela is shunning 
South Africa's Deputy Presi- 
dent Thabo Mbeki and wants 
Z’ a meeting with her estranged 
»; husband President Nelson 
Mandela over corruption 
allegations, government offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

Mr. Mbeki, appointed by 
President Nelson Mandela to 
look into the accusations 
threatening her cabinet posi- 
tion, wanted to meet her 
urgently to resolve the issue, 
his spokesman Ricky Naidoo 
. told Reuters. 

Mr. Naidoo said Mrs. 
Mandela had shunned Mr. 
Mbeki by not turning up for 
two meetings scheduled for 
Monday. 

“She did not pitch up for 


the meetings. Then she indi- 
cated she was not prepared to 
meet with the deputy presi- 
dent at all,” Mr. Naidoo said. 

“Last night the deputy 
president indicated in a letter 
to her that it was a matter of 
urgency for them to meet... 
he is concerned that the issue 
is running for a long time 
now, he wants to resolve it,” 
Mr. Naidoo added. 

Police are investigating 
allegations Mrs. Mandela 
used her position and influ- 
ence to win housing contracts 
in the Gauteng region around 
Johannesburg for a building 
firm in which she had finan- 
cial interests. 

Lawyers acting for Ms. 
Mandela said Wednesday 


they were considering ap- 
plying to the Supreme Court 
to order police to hand over 
documents and video film 
seized in a raid a week ago on 
her luxury home in Johannes- 
burg's Soweto township. 

“If they do not hand over 
documents soon, we can 
either go back to court outlin- 
ing die failure of the police to 
respond in time to our re- 
quests or wait and see if they 
file today,” lawyer Temple- 
ton Mageza told Reuters. 

Mrs. Mandela, who is de- 
puty arts, culture, science 
and technology minister, re- 
turned from an unauthorised 
trip to West Africa last week, 
charging she was the victim of 
a vendetta and vowing to 
fight back. 


Mrs. Mandela’s spokes- 
man. Alan Reynolds, said 
she had indicated that she 
wanted to meet President 
Mandela ari not Mr. Mbeki. 

A statement issued by her 
office Tuesday said: “The 
issue under discussion has 
assumed the proportions of a 
national crisis which requires 
the intervention of the presi- 
dent.” 

“We have no indication 
(yet) about the meeting... 
obviously the president is 
very busy. As soon as the 

E resident has time, I am sure 
e will accord her the meet- 
ing,” Mr. Reynolds said. 

President Mandela is due 
to leave on a visit to Scandi- 
navia Thursday. 
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New York governor signs death penalty law 

death while pregnant and no 
one under the age of 18 can 
receive the death penalty. 

Mentally retarded killers 
will be provided with a hear- 
ing if they show reasonable 
cause and mentally incompe- 
tent persons will be exempted 
from execution. 

The bill requires juries to 
vote unanimously on the 
death sentence. If the jury is 
deadlocked, a judge can sent- 
ence a killer, to life in prison 
with the possibility of parole 
after 20 years. 

Mr. Pataki, elected last 
November after campaigning 
for restoration of the death 
penalty, said at the signing 
ceremony that the bill was 
good for law enforcement 
officers and for the families 
of victims of murders. 


ALBANY, New York (R) — 
New York became the 38th 
U.S. state to restore the 
death penalty when Gov- 
ernor George Pataki, fulfill- 
ing an election campaign 
promise, signed a bill restor- 
ing capital punishment in the 
state, 

; Qvfl liberties groups im- 
mediately vowed to challenge 
the law, which empowers 
New York to begin execu- 
tions by lethal injection from 
Sent. X. 

Republican Pataki re- 
versed 18 years of vetoes by 
bis two Democratic predeces- 
sors, Hugh Carey and Mario 
Cuomo, by putting his name 
to the legislation. 

. “The citizens of New York 
Sate have spoken loudly and 


clearly in their calls for jus- 
tice for those who commit the 
most serious crimes by de- 
priving other citizens of their 
lives," Mr. Pataki said at the 
signing ceremony. 

The last execution in New 
York was in August 1963, 
when armed robber Eddie 
Lee Mays died in the electric 
chair. 

Norman Siegel, president 
of the New York Civil Liber- 
ties Union, said human rights 
groups would fight the new 
law. 

“I think it is a bleak day for 
the citizens of New York but 
we will launch a massive pub- 
lic education campaign as 
well as possibly bringing 
litigation challenging the 
death penalty under the state 


constitution,” Mr. Spiegel 
said. 

The death penalty is still 
banned in 12 states — Alas- 
ka, Hawaii, Iowa, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Is- 
land. West Virginia, Ver- 
mont, Wisconsin, North 
Dakota, Minnesota and 
Michigan. 

The New York law pro- 
vides for the death penalty 
for killers of police officers, 
prison guards, judges and 
witnesses. Serial killers, ter- 
rorists, and killers who tor- 
ture victims could also face 
execution, as would those 
convicted of murder m the 
course of a rape, burglary, 
kidnapping or robbery, or 
during a prison escape. 

Women cannot be put to 


U.N. offers to change mission 
to keep troops in Croatia 

NATO under pressure to agree pullout plan 


ZAGREB, Croatia (Agen- 
cies) — The United Nations 
is offering to change its 
peacekeeping mission in 
Croatia to keep thousands of 
troops in place and avert a 
second Serb-Croat war, U.N. 
officials say. 

The changes might appease 
Croatia's government, which 
ordered the 12.000 
peacekeepers out by March 
31, but it's unlikely the rebel 
Serbs who hold nearly a third 
of the republic's territory will 
agree. 

President Franjo Tudj- 
man’s order in January, 
blaming the peacekeepers for 
failing to restore government 
control over rebel areas, 
raised the specter of renewed 
war once the peacekeeping 
troops leave. 

Tne Serbs and Croats 
fought a six-month war in 
1991 after Croatia declared 
independence from Serb- 
dominated Yugoslavia. 

If more fighting breaks 
out, it could quickly spread to 
Bosnia, where Croatia's gov- 
ernment announced a milit- 
ary alliance Monday with 
Bosnian Croats and the 
Muslim-led government. 

To prevent that, U.N. offi- 
cials say they are trying to 
meet some of Mr. Tudj man's 
demands to change their mis- 
iou. 

According to officials who 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity, the United Nations is 
offering to replace 
peacekeeping troops on the 
1,125-kilometre (700-mile) 
Serb-Croat front line with un- 
armed monitors. 

Croatia insists it will do its 


utmost to regain Serb-held 
territory by peaceful means. 
But with monitors unarmed 
and restricted to reporting 
what they see, it would be 
easier to resort to force if 
necessary. 

In addition, U.N. troops 
are offering to take up posi- 
tions on Croatia's border, as 
Mr. Tudjman demands. But 
the Serbs control much of 
that border, and they’re like- 
ly to reject U.N. control of 
cross-border traffic, which 
moves freely between Serbia 
and Serb-held eastern 
Croatia. 

U.N. control of the border 
might let some of the 250,000 
Croat refugees from Serb 
areas return to their homes, 
and reinforce Mr. Tudjman's 
insistence that the rebel-held 
border is Croatian, not Serb. 

Michael Williams, U.N. 
spokesman in Zagreb, con- 
firmed there is a proposal to 
revise the U.N. mission, but 
wouldn't give details. 

In a surprise development 
Tuesday, European Union 
mediator David Owen said 
there was a chance to make 
some of the changes Mr. 
Tudjman wants. Lora Owen 
arrived from talks in Bel- 
grade with Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic, a key 
figure in the region. 

But Serb acceptance de- 
pends on the outcome of a 
power struggle in the Serb 
leadership. And Mr. 
Milosevic says he won't help 
any peace deal until the 
world lifts economic sanc- 
tions imposed on Serbia. 

Milan Manic. leader of the 
Serbs in Croatia, vehemently 


opposes any change in the 
U.N. mission. He seems to 
command popular loyalties 
among the estimated 50,000 
armed Serbs in Croatia. 

His opponents seem more 
inclined to make a deal to 
avoid war. They dearly have 
some support from Mr. 
Milosevic, the sources of 
guns and supplies for Serb 
rebels in Croatia and Bosnia. 

Meanwhile, with war 
clouds once again gathering 
over the Balkans, NATO is 
under pressure to agree to 
send troops to the area to 
begin final preparations for 
the pullout of U.N. 
peacekeepers from Croatia 
and Bosnia. 

Alliance sources said 
NATO's military authorities 
were pushing for the go- 
ahead to "pre-position” 
forces so as to be able to 
carry out swiftly an order to 
evacuate the United Nations 
mission in former Yugosla- 
via. 

“Clearly, from a military 
point of view, you want to 
have all the preparations in 
place before the request is 
made.” one NATO source 
said 

But he added the NATO 
Counril. the alliance’s policy- 
making arm, was anxious not 
to send out the wrong signals 
while delicate diplomatic 
efforts were under way to try 
and head off a threatened 
new round of l.ghting. 

“The politicians must ba- 
lance the political impact of 
the decision against the milit- 
ary need to have everything 
ready. NATO’s position still 
is we hope and want UN- 


PROFOR (U.N. protection 
force) to remain,” he said. 

The Council, made up of 
ambassadors from the 
alliance’s 16 members, was 
briefed on the state of the 
pullout plan Wednesday fol- 
lowing computer trials in 
Germany a few weeks ago. 

“The exercise told us fairly 
mundane things rather than 
anything spectacular, but as a 
result we are refining the 
plan, one military source 
said. 

Approval to move to the 
stage of on-the-ground pre- 
parations could now come as 
early as next week, the 
source said. 

Last month the alliance 
allowed the military to begin 
building the communications 
structure which would be 
used in any NATO-led with- 
drawal of UNPROFOR 
forces. 

“The next stage would in- 
volve military personnel on 
the ground and is conse- 
quently much more con- 
troversial," added the milit- 
ary source. 

Other questions still caus- 
ing problems are the legal 
technicalities of NATO 
troops operating “out of 
area” and the status in the 
operation of UNPROFOR 
forces from non-NATO 
states. 

More than 15 countries 
have a total of some 24,000 
troops scattered over Bosnia. 
Their withdrawal would be 
the biggest military operation 
ever launched by the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) and require huge 
logistical support. 


Former general tied to Belgian scandal found dead 


BRUSSELS (R) — A former 
general in the Belgian Air 
Force linked to a defence 
contract corruption scandal 
that has shaken the govern- 
ment was found dead in a 
hotel room in Brussels 
Wednesday, a military source 
said: 

Belgian - media reported - 
that it was suicide but this 
could not "be confirmed by 
the police. 

Jacques Lefebvre, 64, was 
a general in the air force in 
the late 1980’s when the Ita- 
lian defence firm Agusta is 
alleged to have given kick- 
backs to Socialist politicians 


to secure the sale of 46 heli- 
copters to the army. 

Belgian RTBF Radio said 
staff at the Mayfair Hotel in 
central Brussels found the 
body of the retired general 
after breakfast. The general, 
who lived vety near the hotel, 
had booked in for one night. - l 
• Six-small bottles of whisky ’’: 
were found next to his body. 
There were no signs of vio- 
lence or firearms, the radio 
added. 

On Tuesday, a Brussels 
lawyer arrested over the so- 
called Agusta scandal, told 
investigators that the air 
force general was linked to 


the defence contract affair. 

Belga News Agency said 
Gen. Lefebvre had been 
questioned two weeks ago by 
the judge investigating 
whether Socialist politicians 
had been bribed by Agusta. 
The Italian firm denies any 
wrongdoing.)' 

: Genr Lefebvre retired as 

air force chief of staff in 
December 1988, one month 
after the Agusta contract was 
signed. 

Three Francophone minis- 
ters resigned over the affair 
in January last year and a 
string of flemish Socialists has 
named in the scandal. 


Foreign Minister Frank 
Vandenbroucke and current 
NATO Secretary-General 
Willy Claes have been under 
pressure to resign after 
admitting they were aware 
Agusta had offered a large 
“gift" to their Flemish Social- 
ist Party. 

Mr. Claes and Mr. Van- 
denbroucke, who had earlier 
denied any knowledge of the 
payments, both said they had 
rejected the offer. 

Mr. Claes was economic 
affairs minister when the de- 
fence contract was awarded 
to Agusta. 


Balladur faces electoral jinx in presidency race 



French Socialist Party presidential candidate ramme during a press conference in Paris 
Lionel Jospin, presents his campaign prog- (AFP photo) 


PARIS (R) — French Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur, 
recently ousted in a stunning 
opinion poll upset as fron- 
trunner for the presidency, 
will have to break an elector- 
al jinx if he is to win the vote 
in May, pollsters say. 

Paris Mayor Jacques Chir- 
ac, of the same conservative 
neo-Gaullist party as the pre- 
mier, has swept past Mr. 
Balladur in opinion polls 
published in the last week. 

Socialist candidate Lionel 
Jospin was also level with Mr. 
Balladur ahead of the two- 
stage April 23 and May 7 
election. 

Opinion pollsters say no 
frontrunner in recent history 
has rebounded after being 
overtaken ahead of the first 
round. Yet no one is writing 
off Mr. Balladur’s chances erf 
recovery despite the pre- 
mier’s distaste for campaign- 
ing and his frosty style. 

“We’ve never seen two 
candidates’ popularity curves 
cross twice during a cam- 
paign. but this is not a law,” 
said Stepbane Vacher, head 
of research at the Louis Har- 
ris Polling Institute. 

“And Chirac and Balladur 
are from the same party, so it 
may be easier for voters to 
switch allegiances,” he said. 

Polls show many voters 
switching to the more ex- 
trovert Chirac more out of 
exasperation with Balladur 
than enthusiasm for the Paris 
mayor, a two-time premier 
defeated by outgoing Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand in 
both 1981 and 1988. 

But surveys suggest about 
45 per cent of voters have yet 
to make a firm choice. 

Mr. Balladur, runaway 
favourite until early Febru- 
ary, has stumbled over issues 
including a wire-tapping 
scandal, a spying row with 
the United States and a cave- 
in to student protests. 

“The situation can turn 
around, the electorate is very 
volatile,” said Sophie Martin, 
director of Ipsos opinion. 

Stephen Yorke, head of 
political research at Chase 
Manhattan Bank in London, 
reckoned the next month was 
crucial for the Chirac- 
Balladur rivalry as centre- 
right voters would side with 


the best-placed candidate in 
early April. 

“History suggests that 
whichever centre-right candi- 
date is ahead in the polls one 
month from now could see a 
dramatic increase in his sup- 
port.” he wrote, also predict- 
ing Jospin would reach the 
May 7 run-off between the 
top two. 

In seeking to recover, Mr. 
Balladur has powerful back- 
ing from most of his cabinet, 
centre-right parties and a net- 
work of local elected officials 
across France. “And he has 
shown he can overcome 
adversity," said Carine 
Marce of the Sofres Institute. 

In October 1993, a Sofres 
poll showed 68 per cent of 
voters reckoned Mr. Balladur 
would make a good presi- 
dent, but his rating tumbled 
to 47 per cent in April 1994. 
By December he had clawed 
back to 66 per cent. His 
rating is now 58 per cent. 

While his role as prime 
minister opens him to the 
conceited criticism of all his 
rivals, it also offers greater 
exposure for bis ideas and 
enables him to take credit if 
things go right. 

A sharp fall in unemploy- 
ment could yet revive his 
standing. 

A strong card in an unde- 


cided electorate may be that 
voters aged over 50 — who 
turn out to vote more than 
the young — are among Mr. 
Bahadur’s strongest suppor- 
ters. Mr. Chirac’s best back- 
ers are young, first-time pres- 
idential voters. 

It is hard to estimate who 
has the best core support. A 
recent Sofres poll indicated 
61 per cent of voters for both 
Chirac and Balladur would 
not change their minds 
against 73 per cent firmly 
committed to Jospin. 

Polls this week indicate 
Mr. Chirac would bear Mr. 
Balladur on the second round 
between the top two candi- 
dates- and that Mr. Chirac 
would defeat Mr. Jospin by a 
wider margin than Mr. Balla- 
dur. All three are in conten- 
tion to reach the second 
round. 

But precedents are wor- 
rying for Mr. Balladur. Mr. 
Chirac overtook former cen- 
trist Premier Raymond Barre 
in 1988 and Mr. Baire never 
again posed a challenge in a 
race eventually won by Mr. 
Mitterrand. 

In 1974, centrist Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing overtook 
Gaullist candidate Jacques 
Chaban-Delmas and went on 
to win. In 1969, Georges 
Pompidou overtook centrist 


Alain Poher and won. 

Mr. Giscard D'Estaing said 
Tuesday he had decided 
against a new bid for the 
French presidency, saying 
voters were unenthusiastic 
about his ideas. 

“Have the themes that I 
believe in found resonance at 
this time in French public 
opinion? I observe with sad- 
ness that they have not” he 
told TF1 television. 

“Under these conditions, 
why should I add to the cur- 
rent confusion? That’s the 
reason why I am not a candi- 
date in the presidential elec- 
tion," he said. 

Mr. Balladur Wednesday 
tried to calm a row over 
capital gains he made of near- 
ly 2.5 million francs (about 
$500,000) when he sold off 
shares before becoming pre- 
mier nearly two years ago. 

A communique rushed out 
Wednesday and signed by 
Mr. Balladur confirmed the 
gains, but said the share sale 
actually resulted in a net loss. 

Mr. Balladur’s “concern 
always to separate his public 
and private activities resulted 
in a loss of capital and not 
enrichment,” said the com- 
munique, reacting to revela- 
tions Wednesday in the inves- 
tigative weekly Canard En- 
chaine. 
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Visitor’s useful hand 


THERE IS more than the usual hope 
being pinned on the current visit of 
U-S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to the Middle East. This 
is so because the peace process has 
been deadlocked for so long on more 
than one front notably on the Syrian, 
Lebanese and Palestinian tracks. 

The latest shuttle diplomacy by Mr. 
Christopher in the area coincides with 
the convening of the multiparty meet- 
ing in Amman on the issue of displaced 
Palestinians. The fate of the Palesti- 
nians in the diaspora is clearly critical 
to the entire peace effort not only 
because of their sizeable numbers but 
also due to the fact that determination 
of their fixture is a crucial question 
that has to be resolved. It so happens 
that non-resolution of this aspect of the 
Palestinian problem has tremendous 
implications on the host countries as 
well. Washington is therefore called 
upon not only to try to break the 
deadlock but also to lend a helping 
hand to bring the issue to a construc- 
tive resolution as soon as possible. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres has already dimmed hopes of an 
early return of the affected Palesti- 
nians by raising the issue of non- 
availability of space for them In the 
“limited” space in the territories still 
under occupation. While it may be 
more difficult for Palestinian refugees 
of the 1947-48 era to return to their 
homes en masse because of irreversible 
changes on the ground, the situation 
posed by the refugees of the 1967 war 
is quite different. In the final analysis 
it is up to these Palestinians themselves 
to decide whether it is still economical- ; 
Iy and humanly feasible for them to | 
return to the West Bank and the Gaza | 
Strip. Israel cannot plead the argu - 1 
ment of availability of space and room 
for the hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians who may wish to exercise 
their right of return to their homes. 
This is where the visiting U.S. secret- 
ary of state can play a pivotal role in 
steering the whole effort into a more 
constructive and fruitful path. 


ARABIC PRE5S COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING on the meeting held Tuesday in Amman 
between Arab and Israeli foreign ministers to determine 
the fate of the displaced Palestinians. A1 Ra'i daily said 
differences were evident because the Israelis continue to 
reject Arab demands. The two sides spoke different 
languages over this issue; and it was clear that they would 
not reach a solution. While the Arabs demand the 
implementation of U.N. resolutions and the Israelt- 
Jordanian and Israeli-Palestinian accords, the Israelis insist 
on their own views and reject all bids to allow the displaced 
Palestinians to return to their homeland. While the Arab 
side relied on U.N. resolutions and demanded rbe return of 
the refugees, the Israelis- showed an adamant stand and 
asked that the whole issue be discussed from the beginning, 
added the paper. Discussing the right of die Palestinians to 
return means returning the whole question back to square, 
one and rendering the whole peace process meaningless, 
continued the paper. 


Fahd AI Fanek a writer for AI Ra’i daily expressed the view 
that the state’s treasury would not be able to cope with the 
demands of the retired persons for better pension unless 
the government introduced new measures to raise the 
required funds to cover its obligations. The writer said that 
he was against increasing the pension to already retired 
civilian and military personnel not because they do not 
deserve that, but because the state would rind it most 
difficult to come up with sufficient funds for the increase. 
According to Finance Ministry estimates, an amount of JD 
42 million would be needed annually to cover the increas- 
ing pension, rising by half a million dinars monthly, 
something for which the state had made no provision in the 
fiscal budget, noted Fanek. He suggests therefore that the 
government either gradually raise from seven to IQ per cent 
the rate of the sales tax, or end exemptions of duty on 
certain non-essential commodities so that the government 
can raise sufficient funds to pay the pensioners. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


An emerging trend or a seasonal gesture? 


WHEN ONE is stopped by traffic police in onr part of tbe 
world, it is almost always for one of two reasons: For 
routine inspection of vehicle or licence or for a violation 
which one has committed, deliberately or unconsciously. 
Recently, a more desirable, more positive and more 
constructive trend seems to be emerging- 
The first day of the Eid holiday, I was just getting off the 
Zarqa-Amman highway and onto the so-called Green-belt 
road when a policeman standing next to a patrol car moved 
into the middle of the road and signalled to me to stop. I 
pulled over to the side of the road. Aware of no violation I 
committed, I put my hand to my pocket aiming to take out 
my licence from my wallet, assuming the police officer 
wanted to have a look at it, as was customary ua these cases. 
The policeman, who had readied me by then, pot bis hand 
gentry on mine and. smiling very courteously, said, “No, 


dire need of oourteous, cheerful faces in this part of the 
world, especially in public places. For another, I always get 


somewhat annoyed when traffic police stop me to check my 
licence; even though I understand why they do it, I cannot 
help but believe the act to be* a waste of their time and 
mine, for my licence is always valid (as is the case with 
99.99% of the Jordanian road population). 

Tbe importance of die gesture, however, goes well 
beyond that Eid day. In my opinion, it is significant in at 
least two ways: 

First, there is no doubt that the image of the policeman 
in oux society has improved quite noticeably over the years. 


have always wanted our traffic police to go out into the 
toads and do something more concrete and effective than 
we have had for years. , , „ 

Simple and bumble as it is, what happened the first day 
of tbeEid is important perhaps not so much in itself but in 
its symbolism and in its implications. Tbe act signifies 
beyond any doubt that the police do care about the 
deteriorating traffic situation and that they are not indiffe- 
rent, aloof and helpless, as it often appears. Since tideetting 
does not seem to be all that effective (it is effective up to a 
level) in curbing violations and reducing accidents, tbe PSD 
must think more creatively and dynamically. 


He then handed me a card and added, “Please drive safely, 
and happy motoring.” 

Before taking off, I read what was written on the card. 


On one side, it bad tbe following: “The Public Security 
Deoartment (PSD). We wish you a happy Eid and a safe 


Department (PSD). We wish you a happy Eid and a safe 
life. Please observe traffic rules.” On the other side, it had 
the picture of a child bolding a sign saying, “Father, please 
drive slowly and come to us sale; we are awaiting your 
return.” 

At the risk of sounding somewhat sentimental, Z must 
admit that I was touched. My day had started off badly that 
morning; I had had very Little sleep the night before (and 
the night before that, and the night before it), had failed to 
pick up my mother at the early hour she wanted me to pick 
her up at, and the thought of meeting so many people I did 
not particularly want to meet or talk to was almost 
unbearable. But the policeman's cheerful face and the 
symbolism of the card ne handed me turned tbe course of 
events for me that day 180 degrees. For one thing, we are in 


especially in the past twor decades. The recruitment of 
policewomen and university graduates, in addition to the 
adoption of various strict internal policies and firm 
guidelines with respect. to police practice and behaviour, 
have helped humanise the police force quite dramatically. 
Generally, tbe PSD personnel are both polite and helpful. 
Nevertheless, there is still room for more improvement. 
Until now the image in the minds of tbe public is not as 
desirable as one would want it to be. We want our 
policemen (and I am talking about the overall image) to be 
friendlier, more cheerful, more courteous, more alert, 
more efficient, more helpful, more involved, etc. Until 
now. when parents want to scare their kids, they say, “FIX 
bring you the police.” Tbe public is to blame, obviously, 
for promoting this image about the police, but past police 
practices and some present ones are also to blame. We 
ought to set higher standards for our police force and 


The Eid gesture is very creative and very dynamic, 
people in onr society do appreciate gestures of this sort, 
and ultimately such an approach will prove to be effective. 
The personal element, doe personal factor, or tbe personal 
touch is crucial in cvur part of tbe world. In other parts of 
the world, written discourse (tbe press, leaflets, pamphlets, 
booklets, written laws, etc.) and oral discourse (radio, TV, 
lectures, etc.) can be effective even when delivered from a 


distance. In ours, a society which does not read much and 
does not concentrate much on oral discourse (except with 


respect to so-called bot issues), a handshake ran be quite 
powerful and consequential. Citizens’ consciousness or 
is reached in ways as different and varied as 
today's world cultures themselves. 


expect it to live up to it. What happened the first day of the 
Eid is a step in this noble direction. The democracy era. 


which we have entered, and the peace era, which we are 
entering, necessitate more such steps. 

Secondly, we have always demanded of our traffic police 
to play a more effective role in preventing road accidents 
from happening. To ticket violators, to come to the rescue 
when an accident occurs or to talk to citizens through the 
radio and TV — we have alwavs felt — is not enough. We 


We want to see more gestures of the sort we saw daring 
the Eid. My only wish is to have this form of police 
presence thrive and prosper, and not either die after a short 
while or appear on occasions only and in certain seasons. 
One of the main problems in our society is momentary 
short-lived enthusiasm. Individuals and institutions in our 
society get enthusiastic about tackling an issue for minutes, 
hours, weeks, or months. Slowly, their energy decreases 
and the enthusiasm abates, and we are back to zero. We 
hope to see tbe said gesture implemented for a long time to 
come. 
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Democratisation.and Parliament: 


What’s all the fuss about? 


By James L. Gillespie 
I AM one of that host of 
Western scholars who, not 
unlike the Saudi Arabian 
locusts, threaten to descend 
upon this peaceable King- 


dom with preconceived pre 
scriptions for improving the 
lot of women, modernising 
the economy and democra- 
tisation government. Since 
last October, I have been a 
member of this last subspe- 
cies of locust, those con- 
cerned with Jordanian 
democratisation. His 
Majesty King Hussein re- 
cently reaffirmed his own 
resolve that Jordan “set an 
example to others in the 
Arab World in exercising 
democracy... Having 
spent time in other coun- 
tries in this region, I can 
assure His Majesty that Jor- 
dan is indeed an example to 
Others. 

Questions continue to be 
raised, however, about the 
role of Parliament and its 
relationship to the govern- 
ment, and the recent de- 
bates over the ratification 
of the peace treaty with 
Israel have highlighted such 
issues. Islamic Action Front 
deputies have complained 
that they were not given the 
opportunity frilly to develop 
their objections to the trea- 
ty in tile parliamentary de- 
I bates. King Hussein’s state- 
ment to deputies on Oct. 
30, 1994 that “irresponsible 
j behaviour must end,” and 
the subsequent statement 


by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan chat it 
was time for all deputies to 
put divisions aside and get 
behind the peace process 
raised eyebrows among 
Western proponents of par- 
liamentary democratisa- 
tion. I myself have com- 
mented on this in a longer 
article in AI Nadwah. the 
Bulletin of the World 
Affairs Council — Amman. 
Such concerns are genuine, 
but they reflect a very 


they must aspire. Yet, this 
is an ideal based as much 
upon the French and Amer- 
ican revolutions as it is on 
the role and evolution of 
parliament! Government 
did — and does — serve far 
more mundane but none 
the less essential functions 
in the evolving political life 
of a nation. 


ment should not aspire to 
express the popular will of 
the nation, but it does mean 
that scholars and politicians 
alike must broaden their 
conceptions of parliamen- 
tary and governmental rela- 
tionships in the process of 
democratisation. 

The most basic purpose 
of democratic government 


myopic understanding of 
the functions of democratic 


the functions of democratic 
institutions. 

The leisure provided by 
the Eid AI Fitr gave me the 
opportunity to review the 
work of one of the great 
scholars of the origins of 
British parliamentary in- 
stitutions, Frederick Wil- 
liam Maitland. Just as too 
few Western scholars know 
anything of the richness of 
early Arab society and poli- 
tical concepts such as 
Shura, Western and Arab 
scholars and politicians 
have ignored the early his- 
tory or parliament to their 
loess — and peril. We tend 
to see parliament as the 


“Speeches of Ideological and/or 
theological fury and the convoluted 
machinations of fractious political 
parties, legacies of bloody Western 
revolutions, make for good reading 
in scholarly tomes. They do little, 
however, for the economy, the arts 
and sciences, or for the family and 
the good things by which we live.” 


great debating chamber of 
Gladstone and Disraeli 


Gladstone and Disraeli 
where ideologies and ora- 
tors dash until the people 
through their elected repre- 
sentatives discern the 
‘truth.’ This is the view of 
parliamentary democratisa- 
tion to which the nations of 
the world have been told 


Maitland rejected the 
romantic Victorian portrait 
of such a debating society 
parliament still embraced 
by so many political scien- 
tists for all their number 
crunching. He saw parlia- 
ment in its origin and ess- 
ence as an administrative 
and judicial instrument of 
government rather than as 
the vocalisation of national 
debates. Parliament only 
came to take on this latter 
function centuries later. 
This, of course, does not 
mean that Jordan’s Parlia- 


is not to provide a gladiato- 
rial arena for irreconcilable 
ideological statements and 
a conduit for passionate de- 
bate. The democratic 
state’s primary purposes are 
to make the lives of ordin- 
ary people secure and com- 
fortable, to maintain a civil 
society through the rule of 
law, and — at its best — to 
provide a framework for 
personal happiness and 
even creativity. When poli- 
tical passions over volatile 
issues such as the peace 
treaty have been spent. 


government — be it in 
Washington, in London, or 
in Amman — must fall into 
the hands of those who can 
best administer the instru- 
ments of the state frugally 
for the common welfare. 
Where ideological passions 
have triumphed as in Cam- 
bodia or in the Sudan, pub- 
lic welfare has been as great 
a victim as democracy itself. 

Maitland saw parliament 
above all else as an institu- 
tion developed to facilitate 
the administration of the 
resources of the state for 
the welfare of its people; 
this must remain the basic 
objective of Jordan’s Parlia- 
ment and of any legislature. 
Speeches of ideological 
and/or theological fury and 
the convoluted machina- 
tions of fractious political 
parties, legacies of bloody 
Western revolutions, make 
fi>T good reading in scholar- 
ly tomes, and they sell 
copies of the Jordan Times. 
They do little, however, for 
the economy, the arts and 
sciences, or for the family 
and the good things by 
which we live. Taken m this 
context, scholars and politi- 
cians should unknit their 
brows. Politicians need to 
join with the government to 
create a democratic state 
based upon the Arabs' own 
tradition of Shura; the 
boards of Western scholars 
need to assess democratisa- 
tion in a way that includes 
this criterion. There needs 


to be room to be sure for 
debate and for a loyal 1 
opposition, but debate is ! 
not tbe end towards which ! 
democratisation strives, j 
Shura and the welfare of 
the Jordanian people must 
be that goal. To cite the j 
Holy Koran: “If any do 
seek for glory and power — 
to Allah belong all glory 
and power.’’ 

James L. Gillespie is a post 
doctoral NMERTP fellow 
at die American Centre of 
Oriental Research in Am- 
man (ACOR). Prior to 
coming to ACOR, Gillespie 
was professor of history , 
ebainnan of the History and 
Political Science Depart- 
ment and the Division of 
Humanities and Notre 
Dame College , He has pub- 
lished numerous studies of 
late medieval England. Gil- 
lespie is a Fellow of Royal 
Historical Society. A mem- 
ber of the National Council 
of U.S. -Arab Relations, 
Gillespie is deputy director 
of the Ohio Committee on 
U.S.-Arab Relations. He 
has been a Joseph Malone 
Fellow in Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Kuwait and Syria. 
As an Anglican priest, Gil- 
lespie has served in parishes 
in Ireland and tbe U-S. 
where he has also acted as a 
hospital chaplain. In Am- 
man Gillespie assist s at the 
Church of the Redeemer in 
Jabal Amman. He contri- 
buted tbe above article to 
the Jordan Times. 
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Hitting the road in and around Jordan — thin line separates happiness from tragedy 


COMPETITION ON BACK OF PAPER: 
While conflicts continued on the local press 
front between tabloid publishers and the 
government , we learned that Al Hay at Arabic 
daily, published in several capitals abroad, has 
received the " roll the presses " permission to 
print from Amman. An informal request made 
last year culminated in the approval to publish 
from Jordan last month when the paper's 
editor-in-chief Jihad Al Khazen was in Amman 
to interview His Majesty King Hussein. The 
initial request made to the King over a year ago 
is explained by Al Hay at sources as a courtesy. 
Back in the 1960s , then publisher Jamil 

Mrowah 's mother took refuge in Jordan. At the 
time the paper, published out of Beirut, was 
considered pro-Jordanian and its publisher, 
Kamel Mrowah was assassinated by pro- 
Nasserite forces in 1966. Therefore King 
Hussein has had an affinity towards the paper 
to start with. Although in more recent years Al 
Hayat has more than occasionally been banned 
from circulation in Jordan, its readership here is 
significant. It sells about 1,000 copies even 
though it arrives a day late. That the paper is 
owned by Prince Khaled Ben Sultan of Saudi 
Arabia has not prevented its banning in the 
peninsula as well. And that ownership is no 
negligible factor in the consideration of 
permitting the paper to publish out of Amman. 
Meanwhile the journal has also received the 
approval to print from the Ministry of 
Information. The Jordanian authorities would 
prefer that A l Hayat be printed in the Zarqa 
duty free zone as are several other papers. But 
the publishers are looking into the feasibility of 
contracting with the Jordan Press Foundation 
(JPF), the owners of Al Ra’i and the Jordan 
Times, which they say is better equipped to do 
the job and likely to offer reasonable rates for 
the service. Al Hayat 's surveys of the target 
marker, which comprises Jordan and Palestine , 
point to an initial printing of 5,000 copies daily. 
Sources say the current 200 fils news-stand cost 
of the paper (received now from Cairo) could 
be hiked when publishing starts from Amman. 
Accustomed to hi-tech printing facilities, the 
newspaper's administration is also exploring the 
„ possibility of installing a $500,000 machine at 
the JPF (if that is the site selected for printing) 
which would receive print films via satellite. - 
Depending on the outcome of discussions on 
costs and financial arrangements, Al Hayat 
could be in business here in the next few 
months. It would be interesting to see what kind 
of competition with the local dailies the move 
would trigger. " Competition with Jordanian 
dailies, however, is not our goal, " the newspaper 
sources maintain. 


TRAGEDY AND 'COLLECTIVE 
PUNISHMENT": Business for liquour store 
owners in Zarqa governorate was put on a 10- 
hour hold on the Saturday of ’Eid Al Fitr. An 
ordinance, issued by Zarqa Governor Misleh 
Tarawneh, a copy of which was made available 
to the Jordan Times, obliged shipowners to shut 
their doors to customers from 8:00 a.m. until 
6:00 p.m. On Friday, police patrols passed by 
liquor shops, rounded up the shop owners in 
minibuses and brought them to the Zarqa police 
station to sign an affidavit stating that they 
would not sell any liquour between the hours 
designated on that Saturday. The ordinance 
was issued following a tragic two-vehicle 
collision on the Jerash-Zarqa highway that 
claimed the lives of an entire family of six. 
Authorities said the accident was the result of 
wreckless driving by a lone motorist driving the 
second car while under the influence of alcohol 
In his weekly column in Al Ra'i prominet 
Islamist Deputy Bassam Emoush described the 
pain he felt in witnessing six coffins — those of 
retired army officer Ahmad Hajis Al Hawaldeh, 
his wife , and four sons being carried from Bal 
'Ama Mosque. Deputy Emmoush , who is from 
the same Bani Hassan bedouin tribe as the 
victims , said he was further pained that he 




Mmmbmnt of thm Jordanian rock group, Tafaf Abul Arab, singer Aida Abu Nmrar, 
MSragm, pose with Haifa Mayor Amran Mr. Mitma, shagmr Wami Abu Nuwar and 
MHana . Thm group was in tsrami tor a drummer HaHam At Nasser 
smrims of concerts. From left: Organist 


found no officials in attendance at the funeral 
— "no governor nor police director." The 
head of the family was a senior army officer 
and a Jordanian citizen, and officials should 
have participated in condoling the family of the 
deceased, Mr. Emmoush wrote on Thursday. 
The deputy suggested measures to stem road 
accidents. "As a society and a state we should 
look for ways to reduce such accidents through 
enacting legislation banning the sale of liquor 
in Jordan and those under age 30 from driving 
trucks and buses, " the deputy proposed. 'While 
shop owners and citizens were obliging the 10- 
hour liquour ban, many were angered. They 
first believe that for the number of days liquor 
shops are forced to shut down during the year 
( which include the entire month of Ramadan 
and all major Islamic holy days) the taxes they 
pay are not reflective of the number of days they 
actually conduct business. They pointed out that 
shuttingMquour shops~in Zarqa-does -not prevent- 
: anyone , much less an alcohol abuser, from ■ 
purchasing liquor in Amman or Jerash. But 
more importantly perhaps , the liqour shop 
owners expressed concern that the act of the 
authorities could become a form of "collective 
punishment" that they believe is no inducement 
to responsible behaviour on the roads besides 
being undemocratic in nature. Many agree it is 
time for the state to modernise its ways in 
dealing with bad drivers on the road. 

MOROCCAN DELIGHTS: An evening of 

tea and tasty Moroccan sweets highlighted the 
gourmet side of the celebration marking the 
accession to the throne of King Hassan II 
earlier this week. On the more serious side, the 
InterContinental Hotel's Mukhtar I and 
Mukhtar 11 halls filled up with a dazzling guest 
list of royalty, ministers, foreign diplomats , 
parliamentarians, journalists and other society 
notables in a strong show of brotherly ties 
between the two countries. Among the 
assemblage were Prince Ra'ad Ben Zeid and 
Princess Majda, Foreign Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and his wife Fatin, Minister of 
Transport Samir Kawar, Minister of Insdustry 
and Trade Ali Abul Ragheb , Minister of Post 
and Communications Jamal Sarairah, 
Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Nayef Hadid and his wife Laila, -Hosted 
by Moroccan Ambassador Mohammad Al 
Taker Banani , the packed event was 
accompanied on the sidelines by a Jordan 
Television special programme on the western- 
most Maghreb nation. 

MARRYING IN FASHION: Adding to the 

throngs of people flowing in and out of 


Amman 's oldest five-star hotel last week were 
about 300 guests, invited to attend the nuptials 
of and Iraqi couple who had lived as far apart 
as Baghdad and London. Scouting about on 
the night of the wedding, two of our own JT 
slueths were told that the price tag per invited 
guest ran a steep JD 70 versus the record JD 50 
that we all had heard about before. But that 
price was said to include a breakfast "the 
morning after" as is purported the Iraqi custom. 
(We were not able to gather whether the food 
included baches.) The party's colour theme 
was classic , with flower girls attired in white 
dresses and black waist sashes, and dainty while 
satin ballet slippers. Entertainment lined up 
The Lions group of musicians who geared up in 
lime green and yellow blazers, and black tie with 
colour polka dots. An unsual treat was the 
appearance on stage of French belly dancer 
"Celestine" as well as prominent Iraqi singer 
Kazm Al Saher. . . .If this week’s wedding is-an~ 
indication, Amman , not unkown for its lavish ’ 
wedding parties, can perhaps look forward to a 
season or two of flamboyant, not-to-be- 
outdone, celebrations of holy matrimony , that 
would keep some people talking for weeks after 
the event is actually over. 


MIRAGE IN ISRAEL: Although few here 
may be aware of it, people in Israel are still 
talking about the sell-out performances of the 






Kamel Mahadin 


Jordanian rock group Mirage while on a four- 
city concert tour. Attended mostly by Arab- 
Israelis and a considerable crowd of Iraqi and 
Moroccan Jews, the group's concerts were a big 
hit Group members Talal Abul Arab, Aida Abu 
Nuwar , her husband Wael Abu Nuwar and 
Haitham Al Nasser were greeted with open arms 
and treated most hospitably during their stay. 
One cultural critic on this side of the river said 
of the group "They are great and very brave, 
I’m sorry 1 couldn't get a ticket to see them 
myself when I was visiting there." 

NEW LINK IN A GROWING CHAIN: 

Stepping into new waters also is Chairman of 
the Department of Architectural Engineering at 
the University of Jordan Kamel Mahadin who 
luis been chosen tar assume the role of "Jordan 
PRIN" ("Point Relais d'Information " or 

'■'National Information Link") in which he will 
be in a position to inform those interested about 
the European Union-sponsored Med-Campus 
programmes for universities in the 
Mediterranean. Med-Campus deals with 
international relations among campus 
communities. This year there are 103 Med- 
Campus projects funded by the EU on annual 
basis totalling $8-10 million a year. Three 
years ago, the University of Jordan had 5 
projects at start of its participation in Med- 
Campus. Currently, three such projects, 
totalling 350,000 ECUs (JD 250,000) are with 
Dr. Mahadin's academic first love, i.e., the 
Department of Architecture. They are projects in 
landscape architecture and conservation and 
tourism development of coastal areas such as 
the Zara region along the Dead Sea. As the 
Jordan PRIN, Dr. Mahadin says he will inform 
people of better bridging with the EU 
universities, encourage more initiatives with 
campus communities within the Mediterranean 
Arab countries, provide a source of information 
about campus research, training, and activities 
within Mediterranean universities involved in 
Med-Campus programmes , and pay special 
attention to those universities not yet familiar 
with Med-Campus programme in Jordan. Dr. 
Mahadin, who just completed an architectural 
consultancy to AL al Bayt university in 
■desjgning^campus buildings, and. master plajis 
for their housing expansion, ^ cognisant of tire' 
value of peace to the region, particularly in the 
field of education. As Jordan PRIN, Dr. 
Mahadin believes that the new vision of peace 
allows people to work within a .relaxed 
atmosphere, opens new channels and provides 
better for the coming generations. His 
commitments to regional and international 
cooperation include being in charge of the 
University of Jordan's regional office for 
cooperation with the University of the 
Mediterranean , and as coordinator of the Agha 
Khan Unit for Islamic Architecture at the 
University of Jordan. 


One of the few landscape consultants in the 
Middle East Dr. Mahadin is currently writing a 
book on "Vernacular Architecture of Southern 
Jordan," documenting twelve villages of the 
south — a topic close to his heart since 
childhood when he travelled and lived in 16 
towns and villages in the West Bank and 
Jordan, during the 25 years when his father, 
Ottallah Mahadin, served as governor of 
several districts. Dr. Mahadin is married to 
another Karaki, Khalida Maayta. The couple 
have four children and live near the university 
campus. A Ph.D. graduate from Texas A & M 
University in the U.S., Dr. Mahadin is- well- 
known for his traycl sketches and his collection 
of 300 small water colours depicting scenes 
from all over the world. Some of his work was 
featured in a recent University of Waterloo 
(Canada) publication of the works of 60 
international architects entitled "Between lines: 
From Doodles to Composition. " 

Jennifer Hamameh 



New film portrays life of famed Castrato 


By Jane Morrison 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — The cele- 
brated Castrati Singers of 
the 18th century had the 
angelic voices of choirboys 
made powerful by adult 
Jungs. 

Such voices have not 
been beard since a papal 
ban at the turn or this 
century prohibited the 
castration of small boys to 
produce the Castrati. 

But the makers of a new 
61m about Farinelli, one 
of the most famous of the 
Castrati, have recreated 
his voice using a male and 
a female opera singer and 
.some computer wizardry. 

Modem day singers do 
Jior have the range or 
power of the Castrati, said 
Gerard Corbiau, the 
director of Farinelli. 


"So I had a completely 
crazy idea. Why not put 
two voices together, one 
of a man ana one of a 
woman” said Corbiau in 
a magazine interview. 

The voices of Polish 
soprano Ewa Mallas God- 
lewska and American 
countertenor Derek Lee 
Ragin were fed into a 
computer and welded 
together note by note to 
produce the Castrati 
sound. 

Countertenors some- 
times play the Castrato 
roles in modem day opera 
productions, but theirs are 
falsetto voices without the 
power of the genuine Cas- 
trati. 

The castration of pre- 
pubescent boys to pre- 
serve their soprano or 
contralto voices were nev- 
er officially sanctioned, 


but in the early 18th cen- 
tury when the Castrati’s 
popularity was at its 
height, an estimated 4,000 
to 5,000 young boys were 
castrated each year in Ita- 
ly- 

Many of the castrated 
boys failed to develop 
good voices. 

The practice ended in 
the early 20th century af- 
ter Pope Leo XIII banned 
the use of the Castrati in 
the papal choir in 1902. 

The voice of the last 
Castrato, Alessandro 
Moreschi, was recorded in 
1902 to 1904. But they are 
the only surviving record- 
ings and the quality is 
poor. 

As the Castrati grew 
into adults , they de- 
veloped larger than nor- 
mal rib cages and lungs 
bom the hours of singing. 


giving them extremely 
powerful voices. 

They had a wider vocal 
range and could bold 
notes much longer than 
ordinary singers, some- 
times for more than a mi- 
nute. 

Castrato singers were 
extremely popular 
throughout Europe in the 
18tb century. They played 
to huge audiences and 
could become very weal- 
thy. 

Farinelli, whose real 
name was Carlo Broschi, 
led the lifestyle of a mod- 
em day pop star. He sang 
for royalty and made love 
to beautiful women — a 
Castrato was sexually able 
but sterile. 

Bom in 1705, Farinelli 
travelled and performed 
throughout Europe . He 
starred in a London 


theatre and lived in Eng- 
land bom 1734 to 1737. 

The last 22 years of his 
career were spent in 
Spain , where he was per- 
sonal singer to two Span- 
ish kings. He retired to 
Italy a very wealthy man. 
around 1760 and died in 
1782. 

Corbiau, working with 
his wife Andree, focuses 
on Farinelli’s emotionally- 
charged relationship with 
his elder brother Riccar - 
do, a mediocre composer. 

The brothers share ev- 
erything, including 
women. 

They grow apart but are 
reconciled in Spain at the 
end of the Sim, which is 
based only loosely on the 
stager’s life. 

Much of the plot centres 
around Farinelli’s rivalry 
with the London-based 


composer George Frideric 
Handel. 

At one of the film’s high 
points, Farinelli performs 
bom a stolen copy of one 
of Handel's works to audi- 
ence cries of “ one God, 
one FarineBi.” 

Corbiau’s film won a 
Golden Globe Award in 
the United States for Best 
Foreign Film and has been 
nominated for an 
Academy Award for Best 
Foreign-Language Film. 

Farinelli opened at the 
end of 1994 to packed 
cinemas in Belgium, 
France and Switzerland 
and has been bought by 
distributors in 36 coun- 
tries. It opens in the Un- 
ited States on March 17. 

The film , which cost 400 
million Belgian francs 
($12.5 million) to make, is 


very much a European 

production. 

The European Union 
was one of its backers, the 
script is in Italian , French 
German and English and 
it was made in Germany, 
Spain and Belgium. The 
Castrato’s voice was cre- 


ated in France. 

“In the film we. re- 
Spsctcd^ the languages of 
history. It is very natural. 
French was the court lan- 
guage everywhere. The 
languages are part of the 
Sim’s music," said pro- 
ducer Dominique Janne. 


Thoughts for this week 


Nothing annoys a man as to hear a woman 
promising to love him “ forever " when he merely 
wanted her to love him for a few weeks — Helen 
Rowland, American writer, journalist and humourist 
(1876-1950). 

That which is everybody’s business is nobody’s 
business — Izaak Walton , English writer (1593-1683). 

The old forget. The young don ’t know — Japanese 
proverb. 
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Of keyboards and mice 

By Jean-CIaud* Ettas 
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By Jean-Ctaudm Ettas 

In the world of information technology, and more 
particularly in the personal computers (PC) field , the 
general trend is definitely toward tt faster, more 
powerful, less expensive, smaller, better and above 
all friendlier . ’* This euphoric feeling however hides a 
deceptively simple problem — yes we can call it a 
problem — that still remains unsolved — keyboard 
typing. 

The widespread usage of the computer mouse has 
drastically reduced the need to key in letters or 
control the cursor movement from the PC keyboard. 
Still, being able to type, in order to enter text and/or 
commands is a skill one cannot ignore or neglect 
when working with PCs, at the risk of reduced 
efficiency. 

How can you convince someone who wishes to 
become proficient with computers to take typing 
courses? His or her first obvious reaction would 
generally be: "... Tam not planning to be a typist but 
a computer pro... ” This is perfectly understandable, 
but there doesn’t seem to be a way around this 
difficulty for the time being. 

Jn die last few years , the industry has offered a 
couple of " non-keyboard ” solutions for data entry. 
Efforts have also been made in order to make these 
solutions affordable to home users and small 
businesses. Though they did not really fail, none has 
succeeded in replacing the keyboard or even come 
close to it in terms of practicality and efficiency. 

Scanners have become quite popular recently. 
These photocopier-like machines take sheets of 
printed text, read them thanks to an optical sensor 
and send the text to the computer. No need for 
typing. Almost a miracle solution. Unreliable and 
expensive a few years ago, scanners have been much 
improved on both the technical and the cost aspects. 
The OCR (Optical Character Recognition) software 
that works in conjunction with scanners has also been 
greatly enhanced. Of course, they are useful only 
when the printed text is already available on paper. If 
you are writing original material, you still have to use 
a regular keyboard and type in your work. 

Another alternative , still in its infancy is voice 


Faith in the future is about 
reading between the lines 



recognition. With inexpensive hardware and soft- 
ware options , easily found in Jordan , one can speak 
in a standard microphone connected to a PC and see 
the spoken words being printed on the screen. 
Instead of browsing through long menus and sub- 
menus, one can also give instructions and send 
commands to the computer via the same mic- 
rophone. The system however is not well tuned and 
has many Saws. It is easily fooled by ambient noise 
and needs to be * ‘trained ” before being used. This 
involves going through a process of defining all the 
functions one intends to use, make the system 
recognise one’s voice, speak with a sustained tone, 
and so forth. 

Even when voice recognition is perfected — and it 
is certainly going to be — it won’t make the keyboard 
obsolete; if only when you’d rather work in silence 
and do no want everybody in the room to listen to 
what you’re doing. All those reluctant to learn typing. 
should take a deep breath and start learning now. 
The sooner the tetter. 

One doesn’t need to be a perfect typist . Most 
people with some experience of PC’s use only 4 of 5 
fingers, and at random, to type. What matters is to 
reach an acceptable speed and comfort levels in order 
to concentrate on actual computing rather than 
searching for the characters location on the 
keyboard. 

Now that computer usage has become an official 
part of schools curriculum, finding a way to teach 
typing to the young is more important than ever. 
Unless someone can come up with a tetter way to 
enter data. 


By Samer Chalet Bagaeen 

Have you noticed that there are certain bottles and 
jars in your kitchen that never get consumed? They 
may be things you bought on a whim, things that 
guests brought as a present or things that you bought 
on holiday and that seemed a wonderful idea at the 
time. But the moment for opening and consuming all 
these things has somehow come and gone. Yet they 
remain unused. Just like man y of our talents! 

If the art of building has become a fundamental 
expression of our technological ability, of our social 
and spiritual objectives and of humanity’s sense of 
harmony and ethics, why then are we stripping 
h uman motivation bare in our art — if we can call it 
tha t — of building? Our b uilding s are far from 
inspiring and our city neither celebrates our society 
nor respects nature. 

I am not writing any of this out of anger, rather out 
of bitterness. And it’s not just the state of our 
architecture that I am bitter about. It is everything 
we do. From the way we talk to each other to the way 
we talk about each other. I am aware however that , 
throughout. I have set my standards fa r too high, but 
I can find ample justification for this. You only have 
to look at the way we set criteria for everything we do 
over here. 

So it will only be fair to ask whether, in these last 
years of this century, we are who we are or whether 
we are who we hope and think we have become? 

Confused? You ought to be. Let me see if I can 
make this any clearer; look at the way we build roads 
in Amman. 

Why is it that we decide to build a one mile stretch 
of a new major highway in two months when surely 
we can execute the job far more effectively in six. In 
any case, nobody has come to us with an explanation 
as to wbv the building of this road has bad to be 




completed so quickly. We have waited for over ten 
years for it, so surely wc can wait for a few more 
months if it means that we would not have to start 
patching up the base course that was so hastily laid 
when it begins to give way in a few months’ time. 

Smely it makes more sense to spend the money we 
have to spend making sure that every existing street 
in this city is made both fit and safe for noth the 
pedestrians and the vehicles using it. We should be 
doing this rather than creating more streets that 
would be declared both unfit and unsafe by any 
standards. 

If a street needs a pavement , we should have one 
built. If the existing pavement is weathered, we 
should have it replaced. If we think we need a 
pedest rian crossing somewhere , we should have one 
made. If we think that a tunnel crossing for pedes- 
trians is needed we should have one built. If we 
think we need more, we should have more built. At 
any rate, such crossings should be institutionalised 
and not built as mere "white elephants”. Just try 
crossing the streets around the bus depot in Abdali 
and you will see exactly what I mean. 

. We have streets , even in the newest areas of 
Amman, that start at one end at ten metres wide and 
ends up at fifteen metres at the other. We have 
streets in strictly residential areas that are over thirty 
metres wide. We have a roundabout that is tea 
metres in diameter sitting in the middle of fifty-metre 
wide two-road junction. I should know. This last 
monstrous piece of "design” is just outside my 
doorstep. 

But everything fhat is wrong with our city is out 
there just outside all our doorsteps, and if we do not 
even begin to learn to care then we are not going to 
get anywhere. We have a long and difficult way 
ahead of us. And a lonely voice will not be able to 
cure the ills of the city. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 



BELIEVE IT OR NOT 

In the 1 7th century, a wealthy Dutchman bartered 
17.000 pounds of cheese. 4 oxen. 8 pigs, 12 sheep, a 
ted and some clothes for only one tulip bulb. 

Hr jJ- ?3- j4- 

■Jn 1943. a new volcano erupted in', a Mexican 
fanner’s ranch. 

ir 'Cr ir tr ir 

In the late 18th centuiy. the elders of a French 
village roamed the streets on the Love Day shout- 
ing the names of unmarried men and girls at legal 
age of marriage. 

•t? Hr ■& nr "tr 

In the 10th centuiy. the law of divorce in Wales 
County. Britain, stipulated the transfer of the 
nursery of a family's tame cat to the husband 
immediately after divorce. 

& Hr j* ■& -ir 


A Californian engineer designed houses in the 
shape of snails and hornets’ nests and supplied them 
with special materials to get sun-baths and huge 
wings to produce ventillation. 

ir & te -fr & 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

•* -n . • • ,*ri - . 

— Have you ever met him before? . 

Hal sabaqa wa’an qabaltahu fee hayatik? 

— Come and sit beside me. Ta’ala wgjless bejanibi. 

— It s the biggest shop in Jordan. 

Innah n akbar mahal fU-Ordonn. 

— Children are the best critics. Al-atfal afdal nuqqad. 

— He was bom bUnd and deaf. 

WoUda aama wa-asam. 

— Why are you asking the same silly question? 

Lemaza tas’akmi nafs’sas’su’al as-sakbeef. 

— Are you single, married or divorced? 

Hal ante aazab, mutazawwij am mutal’laq? 

— He denied bad had stolen her jewellery. 

Ankara annahu saraqa mujaw’harateha. 

— / feel, disappointed since she made no progress. 
Ash’or bekhalbet amal le’annaha lam tobrez takaddo - 


JOKES 


ir The seventh-grade class which my brother teaches 
was holding a magazine-subscription sale. The 
morning after the sale started one boy reported that 
he had already sold $20 worth. 

" How did you manage to sell so many so quickly?” 
my brother asked. 

. sold. them all to one family,” the boy replied. 

• •? Tbeir.'dog- bit me!” 


& On a crowded street recently a policeman wheeling 
an abandoned baby in its carriage towards the 
police station was startled to hear a small boy call 
out, "Hey. what's the kid done?” 


& A customer once called the photographic depart- 
ment of Macy’s, New York City, to ask if it would 
enlarge a snap shot of her son. Of course it would. 
Then she wanted to know if bis hat could be 
removed-she would rather have the enlargement 
without it. That, too, could be done ; but on which 
side did he part bis hair, and was it straight or curly? 

"Don’t be silly.” snapped the woman. "You’ll see 
that when you take his hat off!” 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. What is an Indian Rajah? 

2. What is the Kremlin? 

3. What is a still-room? 

4. What is meant by "taking pot-luck ?” 

5. What is the Pope’s palace called? 

6. What is a job lot? 

7. What is a jennet? 

PUZZLES 

SCENIC ACROSTIC 

If you fill in the correct letters horizontally, the two 
ringed vertical columns will give the name of a natural 
wonder of the world. 

1. Poom Lim survived 133 days alone on a 

2. En-lil-ti might be the first known personal 

3 is the most widely spoken language. 

4. Loughborough . Leicestshire. is well-known 

for. 

5. David Bryant won or shared • 12 cham- 

pionships. 


Director reaps comedy from Russia’s rough transition 






By Judith Ingram 

The Associated Press 
NEW YORK — Ask a 
Russian on a bad day what 
colours his world, and 
you're likely to hear a 
depressing litany of com- 
plaints: Poverty, crime, 
corruption and hypocrisy, 
for starters. 

Film director Yuri 
Mamin greets that list with 
a broad smile. 

” Take our Russian real- 
ity too seriously, and 


you ’ll give yourself a heart 
attack. But look closer, 
and you’ll see that our 
hard, uncomfortable life 
contains a lot of funny 
aspects , " he said, sinking 
back into the couch of his 
New York hotel suite. 

Misery loves a laugh 
once in a while, and 
Mamin has found a rich 
trove of comedy materia] 
in post-Communist Rus- 
sia. American viewers got 
a taste of his humour 


when Mamin’s 1993 film. 
Window To Paris, began 
its U.S. run recently. 

As the movie begins, its 
hapless hero, Kolya, is 
steadily losing all he had. 
Without a home, he’s 
spending nights in the 
gymnasium of the 
elementary school where 
be teaches music. 

Soon he loses his job, 
too: The school, following 
an all-business curricu- 
lum. needs his classroom 


for its valuable new com- 
puters. 

Kolya is allotted a room 
in a communal apartment 
— one of the group homes 
that proliferated in the 
biggest cities in the 
housing-starved Soviet 
Union. The apartment is 
stuffed with upright 
pianos, which the inhabi- 
tants use to store boxes of 
macaroni, and overrun 
with chickens, ready 
sources of eggs and an 


1st one-day-only disposable 
lenses introduced 


: ... 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Contact lens makers have 
taken disposability to its 
ultimate level — lenses 
you wear for one day and 
dump in the trash. ’ 

Convenient? Yes. 
You’ll never buy another 
bottle of lens cleaner. 
You’ll never awaken with 
crusty eyes or fogged vi- 
sion after wearing your 
lenses to bed. 

But you'll pay about 
$700 a year. 

Johnson and Johnson, 
the company that intro- 
duced first disposable 
lenses in 1987, will launch 
the first one-day-ouly pro- 
duct. 1-day Acuvue lenses 
will be available national- 
ly, following l*/z years of 


test marketing in several 
states. 

Competitor Rausch and 
Lomb began test market- 
ing its own version, called 
New Day, in four states a 
month ago. 

Optometrists say the 
new lenses provide the 
test vision, comfort and 
safety available, but the 
high price will deprive 
them to many. 

“If you’re making 
$700,000 a year, it may be 
worth it for an individual 
to pay $700 a year to get 
the comfort and conveni- 
ence that a one-day dis- 
posable lens offers , ” said 
Dr. Kenneth Lebow, 
chairman of the American 


Optomctric Association’s 
contact leas section . “If 
you’re making $ 700 a 
month, its obvioulsy a 
different type of situa- 
tion. ” 

Johnson and Johnson 
said Tuesday that , for 
many people, the one-day 
lenses will be the differ- 
ence between wearing^ 
lenses or glasses. 

“ Convenience is really 
the driver,” said Gary 
Kunkle , president of 
Johnson and Johnson Vi- 
rion Products Inc. “Peo- 
ple who drop out say it is 
the hassle and inconveni- 
ence of lens care and this 
eliminates that.” 

Conventional contact 
lens wearers must perform 


a nightly ritual of taking 
out their lenses , rubbing 
them in cleaner, then plac- 
ing them in a disinfectant 
solution overnight. Once a 
week, wearers must im- 
merse the lenses in an 
enzyme solution that re- 
moves accrued deposits. 

While a fresh pair once 
a year might cost less than 
$100, the solutions and 
enzyme pills add about 
$150 to $200 a year to that 
total, eye doctors say. 

Of the roughly 27 mil- 
lion contact lens wearers 
in the United States, ab- 
out 20 per cent wear dis- 
posables, and the percen- 
tage is growing, said Mr. 
Kunkle. 


occasional soup. 

Kolya's new neighbours 
carry off most of the anti- 
que furniture that be- 
longed to the old woman 
who lived in the room 
until her death. But they 
leave behind a wardrobe, 
in which Kolya and bis 
apartment-mates discover 
a window that deposits 
them on a rooftop — in 
Paris. 

Their new city is suf- 
fused with light and col- 
our, inviting cafes and 
markets stuffed with fresh 
produce. 

Window To Paris fol- 
lows the Russians as they 
travel between die two 
worlds, carrying hams and 
cars in one direction and 
homesickness in the other , 
and alternately repelling 
and enticing their French 
neighbours to join them in 
Russia. 

In their travels back and 
forth, they test myths ab- 
out foreign lands — 
dreamscapes of wealth 
and high culture — and 
their attachment to 
mother Russia, where 
they fondly remember 
long nights sitting round 
the kitchen table, sharing 
a bottle of vodka, a pickle 
and big ideas. 

Ultimately, as the win- 
dow is closing, they must 


make a choice: to accept 
their lot at home or 
choose exile , as genera- 
tions of Russian artists did 
in Paris. 

"The striking thing ab- 
out Russians is that we 
don’t want to live at 
home, and we can’t live 
abroad.” Mamin said. 
"It’s a tragic situation — 
and a very comic one. 
too.” 

At the start of his six- 
day U.S. trip to promote 
Window To Paris, Mamin 
found his own mind 
wandering nervously back 
to home, where a govern- 
ment committee was de- 
ciding whether to subsi- 
dise his next film. 

Russian cinema has en- 
tered a netherworld be- 
tween state support and 
the free market. The 
Soviet system of control 
over all aspects of film- 
making, from vetting 
scripts to booking runs in 
government-owned movie 
theatres across the coun- 
try, is gone. 

So is the funding the 
system guaranteed — and 
filmmakers are struggling 
to find the money to shoot 
films to compete with the 
American and other im- 
ports that dominate Rus- 
sia's movie screens. 

Mamin is luckier than 


most. Window To Paris 
was a rare, home-grown 
hit with Russian audi- 
ences, and bis relationship 
with the movie’s French 
co-producers and distribu- 
tion deal with Sony Pic- 
tures Classics suggest that 
he can attract foreign in- 
vestors. 

Still , he complains, 
even investors with deep 
pockets won’t venture to 
sink money into a film that 
does not have even partial 
funding. The only source 
of that funding in Russia 
remains the state. So far, 
the government has teen 
reluctant to treat Mamin ’s 
comedies seriously, he 
said. 

"Is it normal not to give 
money for a film that can 
attract millions of viewers 
and be recognised at fes- 
tivals abroad?” he asked. 
“Such films should be 
given a green light. But 
there’s no thinking 
ahead. ” 

Mamin is passionate ab- 
out saving the Russian 
film industry , hard-hit by 
the shrinking state budget, 
high inflation and newly 
unfettered competition 
from foreign imports in 
movie theatres and on 
video. The solution he 
proposes is simple: 
Ploughing movie revenues 


back into filmmaking. n 

Even before Window Jjs, 

To Paris opened in Rus- 
sian theatres, Mamin said, 
it was available on pirated , 
videos. " t v ... 

"This money ends upin - - 

the pockets of 1,000 smaD : ■ >; ’ ■ ; ^ . 1 
business men who steal 
not only American and i, ” - 
European films , but ours , : r... . 

too. ” he said. 

Mamin clearly thrives [ 
on the new creative free- -sT; • • 

dom in Russia, and the' L' 
rich subject matter, bat , : . 

the 48-year-old director ? : ■ 

admitted that the end/ess 
chase after funding was sj-'-- \> 
disspiriting. * 

Time and again, he re- 
fumed to one of the film's m 

key images , speaking fl 

almost wistfully of a man I a 

bouncing up and down, up 
and down on a trampo- 
line. .. 

"All you can do calmly, W 
on your own, is jump, ” be 
said. " But things get har-« , 
der as soon as you get offy 
the trampoline '. Here they « V c : : ^ ■ 
don’t give you what ywy V; 
want. There they forced: 
you to do things different- i 
ly. In another place they'$\c > 
interfere with your work.” £. - 

He paused gloomily fiWi.’; 
a moment, as if he’d foT-1% , 
gotten bis own best anti- 1 * • 

dote to life’s bard knocks. 

And then be laughed. ' ”<2 
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Comedian Jerry Levins finally makes it to Broadway 
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By Michael Koch wars 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Jerry 
Lewis is making faces. 

Bug eyes. Grand 
canyon-sized smile. A 
mock frown. The goofy 
grin that has made the 
comedian recognisable 
around the world. 

Cracking jokes and 
cackling to no one in par- 
ticular, Lewis methodical- 
ly mugs his way through a 
dozen or so poses. After 
63 years in show business 
(he started) at age 5). the 
man knows how to give 
photographers’ what they 
want. 

During those six de- 
cades, Lewis has worked 
just about everywhere — 
from hotels to nightclubs 
to television and, of 
course. Hollywood. The 
one place Lewis hasn't 
jjlayed is Broadway. 

It's an oversight the 
comedian rectified on 
Feb . 28 when he reopened 
the Damn Yankees, the 
hit musical revival that has 
been on hiatus during the 
lean box-office months of 


January and February. 

In the show ; which is set 
in the 1950s . Lewis plays 
the devil who orchestrates 
the fondest fantasy of an 
aging Washington sena- 
tors baseball fan. He 
transforms the man into a 
young baseball hero who 
leads the senators in their 
quest for an American 
League title. 

It’s not the musical's 
largest role , but the part is 
showy — and Lewis is 
raking his responsibility 
seriously. He went into 
training, vowing to drop 
25 pounds (11 kilogram- 
mes) before his first per- 
formance. The goal: 170- 
pounds (77 kilogrammes), 
his perfect weight, he' 
says, to play eight per- 
formances a week. 

“I have six more pounds 
to go — and they will be 
gone, ” Lewis said con- 
fidently during an inter- 
view the other day in a 
Tony Manhattan ' Hotel 
suite. Dressed in a casual 
navy blue jacket and a 
bright red sports shirt, the 
youthful Lewis doesn 't 
look he'll be 69 years old 
on March 26. 
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Maybe it's the result of 
his three-month regimen 
— four miles (6.4 
kilometres) on the tread- 
mill in the morning, then 
four hours with his long- 
time drama coach Joe 
Bernard, then four more 
miles (6.4 kilometres) on 
the treadmill in the after- 
noon. All this on 800 
calories a day. 

Lewis has been a 
physical comedian for all 
of his show-business 
career. He has fallen off 
tables , balconies , a chan- 
delier or two and onto a 
variety of surfaces, most 
of them more than a little 
hard. He is a descendant 
of Charlie Chaplin and a 
predecessor of today’s 
hottest start, Jim Carrey. 
The man made people 
laugh simply by falling 
down. 

“I took my first pratfall 
at 5 years old," Lewis 
says, “ and I am paying for 
it now. Doing my own 
stunts was the biggest mis- 
take I ever made. I just 
never ever allowed any- 
one else to do my work for 
me. 1 felt that was 
wrong. ” 





Supormodml Claudia Scfetffer during a recant holiday on the 
Gaft) relaxes on a boat in tbm Balmartc Island (AFP photo) 
barbOMMrofPatama DaMaBorca 


Today, he endures con- 
stant back pain as the re- 
sult of a spinal injury 
caused by all that clown- 
ing around. 

<l Yet I would do it all 
over again,” Lewis says. 
‘TVs just such a good feel- 
ing of completion to finish 
a stunt.” 

Where did be learn the 
stuff of being funny? 

Without hesitation, he 
says, “ my father. ” Danny 
Lewis was a longtime 
Vaudeville performer and 
also played Burlesque and 
the Borscht Belt, the U.S. 
summer resort hotel cir- 
cuit in the Catskill Moun- 
tains. The comedian talks 
about his father with the 
reverence of a true fan . 

“ Anything you ever sa w 
me do , my father did — 
only better Lewis says. 
“He molded me. I watch- 
ed every performance my 
father did except when he 
was in Burlesque or on the 
road. 

“ My father was abso- 
lutely the most versatile 
man Tve ever seen. He 
danced as good as Astaire, 
he played instruments, he 
die 1 mime , he conducted 


the orchestra. He was my 
hero. He should have 
been the biggest star in the 
world. ” 

When Lewis was doing 
his first film in Hollywood 
in the late 1940s, he asked 
bis father. “ why didn't 
you push a little more — 
you could have enter- 
tained millions rather than 
the small audience you 
reached in the Catskill 
Mountains ?” 

The father answered 
simply, “if I bad done that 
I wouldn 7 t have gotten any 
more satisfaction. I fed my 
wife and son. I feel re- 
sponsible in that I have 
met my duties and that I 
am malting people hap- 

py” 

Lewis has found happi- 
ness with his family — his 
second wife , Sandee. and 
his 2-year-old daughter, 
Danielle. She is his first 
daughter, after five sons 
from his first marriage. 

“ Danny is my centre, " 
Lewis says .with proud en- 
thusiasm. “ She’s part of 
my second lifetime. For 
me. she is what I didn’t 
have at 18. At that time, I 
was so busy with myself, , 


so enamoured with what 
was happening to my 
career, that I didn’t really 
meet my sons until they 
were 4 or five years old. 
We eventually bonded 
and became very close , 
but I missed their begin- 
nings. Now with Danny , 
since the day she was 
bom , site’s mine every 
morning for two hours, 
and boy, does she have a 
sense of humour. ” 

She makes him laugh , 
Lewis says, describing his 
own sense of humour , 
which he insists is not uni- 
que. 

*7 laught at the same 
things that make every- 
body else laugh, ” be says. 
“ You can teach someone 
to be funny, but you can't 
teach them ‘funny bones. ' 
You're bom with that. I 
could teach someone to 
say funny things or to de- 
lineate a funny notion. 
But you can’t instill tim- 
ing. You have to have 
funny bones to feel that 
beat, ” he says as he snaps 
his fingers in unison with 
his own speech patterns. 

The timing was perfect. 
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Claudia Schiffer anc[ her book 

A model goes private in public 


By Herbert Riebl-Heyse 
MUNICH — Jf’s all very 
exciting, though maybe a 
little crowded , but that’s 
just the proof that this is 
all very exciting. The en- 
tire Hilton Hotel is full of 
people accompanying the 
author, guarding the au- 
thor, bong led to her, 
admitted into her pre- 
sence. In situations like 
that things have to be 
organised. 

Before me it’s the turn 
of the people from Radio 
Gong (ten minutes) and 
the newspaper Tiroler 
Tageszeitung (also ten mi- 
nutes). After me it’s the 
Austrian tabloid 
Kronenztitung, Radio 
Varivari, the North Bava- 
rian Newspapers Circle, 
who will presumably sur- 
round the author. 

She has 65 interview 
dates in two and a half 
days. Gudrun Rohe, the 
press spokeswoman of the 
Heyne Publishing Com- 
pany, can’t remember a 
greater media furore in 
the history of German 
publishing. 

That’s understandable: 
The book that’s being 
pushed by this sales cam- 
paign is called Claudia 
Schiffer — in private. 


That’s die author’s name 
too, because the people 
otherwise listed in the 
publishing details are a 
text editor and an inter- 
viewer who reports the 
most important details ab- 
out Claudia in the third 
person. Such details , for 
example, as that when 
she’s at home in Rhein- 
berg “she saunters along 
the small town’s streets 
quite normally.” Quite 
confusing that, because of 
coarse you'd expect her to 
be wearing a flowing skirt 
and doing a little twirl 
every third step. 

Be that as it may. 
What’s certain is that we 
will soon be talking to 
the ’’most beautiful 
woman in the world” 
(page 49), who is currently 
Germay’s only world star” 
(Gudrun Rohe). This is a 
highlight in the life of a 
journalist, even if he sus- 
pects that the comment on 
page 58, “she’s a star of 
the kind you can touch”, 
isn't meant to be taken 
literally. 

In any case, it’s fantastic 
that she got up at seven in 
the morning even for me 
so that coiffeur Gerhard 
Meir and Munich's most 
important make-up expert 


can make her pretty. Now 
I quickly put on the name 
teg theyWe given me so 
that she’ll know who she’s 
talking to in the course of 
this very private conversa- 
tion. All that’s left to do 
now is for me to come up 
with some halfway intelli- 
gent questions and make 
sure I deliver them in as 
cool a manner as possible. 
I just hope my jacket Sts 
me properly. 

In the end it’s not such 
an ordeal. Claudia (today 
she’s wearing a tittle black 
number by Chanel) is very 
nice. The Grst thing , you 
do is worry whether she 
gets enough to eat. Yes, 
she says, though unfortu- 
nately she is one of those 
girls who really have to 
watch their weight. As to 
the interviews, she says, 
she really likes doing 
them, it really is “a great 
feeling that so many jour- 
nalists are interested in my 
book” 

Things get even more 
interesting when we start 
talking about whether 
she’s afraid that later on in 
life when all the hullaba- 
loo about her fame has 
subsided she might not 
know what to do with her- 
self and be depressed. No, 


she says, it’s possible to be 
happy without being 
famous. What’s more 
she’s so busy, opening a 
restaurant, and working 
on a second book. For the 
moment , however, she 
seems to prefer being hap- 
py and famous. 

Then my 25 minutes are 
up and outside in the cor- 
ridor there’s a great deal 
of pushing and shoving 
that won’t be without con- 
sequences. A gigantic 
wave of Schiffer-itis is 
poised to break over Ger- 
many afterwards 

over Italy). Claudia is 
going to be on talk-master 
Gottschalk's show, and in 
programmes aired by the 
TV broadcasters ART and 
ZDF. Everybody except 
Claudia seems to know 
that she's going to be con- 
ned in a comedy prog- 
rame. No-one from Ger- 
many’s leading news 
magazine Der Spiegel is 
th ere, and the press 
spokeswoman says they 
wouldn't be given an in- 
terview anyway because of 
the nasty things they 
wrote about ’’models’ 
megalomania. ” 

That doesn’t matter, as 
long as everything works 
out. Some 50,000 copies 


of the remarkably plain 
little book have already 
been ordered. And there 
will be many more orders. 
Frau Rohe is very happy 
when she compares all this 
to the frustrating time she 
usually has. 

Exactly a year ago, she 
says, it was her job to 
market a book written by 
this “incredible woman” 
called Cbrsite Noble who 
helps street urchins in 
Vietnam. She telephoned 
around to publicise that 
book for six weeks and 
managed to organise only 
20 interviews. Only eleven 
people turned up to an 
evening lecture and dis- 
cussion in Hamburg’s 
museum of Ethnology for 
which the author bad 
spent 19 hours dying in 
especially from Vietnam. 
And this time? “Finally 
the journalists are queuing, 
up.” 

On really, • we're 
queuing up? What an in- 
credible comment. 
There’s no comparison, 
after all, Ms. Schiffer is a 
world star, and Ms. Noble 
isn’t! — And if this we- 
ren't all all so very exciting 
maybe we would think ab- 
out why that’s so — Sued- 
deutsche Zeitung. 


Hero Altman turns into fashion world’s bete noire 


By John Follain 
Reuter 

PARIS — A few months 
ago, the stars of the 
French fashion world were 
falling over themselves to 
shine in Robert Altman's 
spoof movie Pret-A- 
Porter (Ready-To-Wear). 

This weekend, the tall 
and lanky American direc- 
tor has been forced on to 
the defensive in the capital 
of haute couture as some 
stylists angered by his tight 


satire aim their thimbles 
and scissors at him. 

After a mixed reception 
from reviewers in the Un- 
ited States, Altman and 
his promotion team have 
brought their baby to 
Paris. Unveiled to a luke- 
warm reception at a 
weekend press screening, 
it went on general release 
in France last week. 

It has already prompted 
heavy criticism from 
Chanel's designer Karl 
Lagerfeld and from 
fashion writers. 


In the central French 
dty of Lyon, transport au- 
thorities banned the post- 
er advertising it as too 
steamy. The poster shows 
a frontal shot of three 
naked women but the title 
of the film hides their pri- 
vate parts. 

The keynote image of 
the Glm is a collection in 
which models parade 
naked down the catwalks, 
symbolising the vanity and 
futility of the fashion 
world. 

“ Audiences may Gnd 


his Glm funny but people 
tike me who love and are 
passionate about fashion 
are disappointed... In 
Pret-A-Porter, you never 
see anybody working,” 
said Suzy Menkes, fashion 
editor for the Paris-based 
International Herald Tri- 
bune. 

“ Altman hasn’t under- 
stood the joys and plea- 
sures of the sector... He 
hasn’t understood the de- 
files and the collections 
that he filmed, ” she com- 
plained. 


In March, Paris fashion 
had high hopes of Altman, 
giving him a free rein to 
upstage the ready-to-wear 
shows. 

Sophia Loren, Lauren 
Bacall and Kim Basinger 
— the tip of the iceberg in 
the star-studded Glm — 
turned many of the shows 
into a chaotic crush for 
celebrity photos, while 
several designers played 
to the camera. 

Asked about the rum- 
pus he has prompted in 
the fashion world, Altman 


told the Sunday newspap- 
er Le Journal DuDiman- 
che: “ The rumpus was 
there already. It’s not my 
fault... People don’t tike 
the way I treat their uni- 
verse. So what?” 

“The truth is that I 
think the same thing about 
all the circles I have de- 
scribed in my films where 
people are Gill of their 
own importance, ” he said. 

But Altman, whose The 
Player derided Holly- 
wood, acknowledged: “If 
rd thought the Glm would 


have caused so many 
problems, I would de- 
Gnitely not have made it. ” 

Altman’s plot involves 
the sudden death of the 
president of French 
fashion’s governing body, 
while in a limousine with a 
mysterious Russian played 
by Marcello Mastroianni 
who immediately becomes 
suspect. 

Bacall, cast as an ex- 
Vogue editor , buys out 
the fashion bouse o f desig- 
ner Simone Lowenthal 
(Anouk Aimee), the vic- 


tim’s mistress. Loren plays 
bis wife. 

Meanwhile Anne 
Eisenhower (Julia 
Roberts)' a Houston 
Chronicle reporter, loses 
her baggage and spends 
the fashion week in bed 
with a Washington Post 
sports writer (Tim Rob- 
bins). 

Altman has yet to re- 
ceive complaints from 
journalists that he has 
failed to understand their 
profession. 


Male models take back seat to female superstars 






By Samantha Conti 

Reuter 

ROME — They pout just 
tike the women, put in as 
many hours on the cat- 
walk and strut for the 
same designers, but the 
buck stops there. Boy , do 
they earn less. 

Life is far from fair for 
Pale models . and there is 
only one explanation 
fashion is a world domin- 
ated by women. 

At Milan’s ready-to- 
wear shows — tite next 
one starts on March 5 — 
''supermodels like Claudia 
Schiffer, Naomi Campbell 
and Carla Bruni will earn 
f 10,000 from each desig- 


ner they work for. 

Their male counterparts 
— men at the height of 
their careers — will earn 
half or sometimes even a 
third of that. 

Modelling is one of few 
professions where women 
earn more than men. In- 
dustry experts say it is 
because women's faces — 
2 nd bodies — make pro- 
ducts more attractive, and 
the female clothing, acces- 
sories and cosmetics mar- 
ket is bigger. 

“Men don't have the 
same leverage as women, ” 
said Calvin French, the 
head booker for men at 
Italy Model Management 


in Milan. 

“Even a brooch, a little 
pin. needs a woman’s face 
to sell. It's woman’s busi- 
ness and a man cannot 
expect to make as much, ” 
he told Reuters. 

The women’s market is 
also much larger. Last 
year in Italy, the women’s 
clothing industry recorded 
sales of more than $12 
billion — a billion more 
than sales of men's clo- 
thing brought in. Add to 
that sales of perfume, 
cosmetics, and jewellery 
— not big sellers in the 
male market. 

“We are paid because 
of what we sell , we are not 
paid because of what we 


are. Compared to what we 
sell we are paid little, 
compared to what we are, 
we are paid a lot,” said 
Italian supermodel Bruni. 

“Men are not going to 
sell as many suits and they 
are not going to sell any 
creams , so they will not be 
paid as much as we are,” 
she added. 

Blue-eyed Bruni, tike 
other supermodels, has 
often been criticised — 
called a vampire even — 
for what she earns. 

Many of the men say 
they accept the nature of 
the business, and that they 
want to use modelling as a 
stepping stone to careers 
in the Glm or music indus- 


tries. 

“Women have been de- 
graded ail their lives, men 
have been put on a pedes- 
tal, and now in this busi- 
ness women are put over 
men,” said model Keith 
Mouse. 

“That’s just the way it’s 
going to be. Men are 
going to have to suck it up 
and handle it or get out of 
the business,” said 
Mouse, an American who 
modelled in Milan during 
ready-to-wear shows ear- 
lier this year. 

Mickey Hart, a model 
from Luxembourg, said 
earning less than women 
did not bother him. 

“You could ask whether 


it's fair that women in 
management positions are 
paid less than men. I Gnd 
we are being well paid 
already” 

Industry experts say 
another reason men have 
not been able to reach the 
same heights as women is 
that the market is Gooded 
with handsome males who 
are unwilling to take on 
less glamorous work on 
their way to the top. 

“Men will never reach 
the heights of women at 
this moment because they 
don't have that profes- 
sionalism that women 
have,” said French. “They 
will reach the levels ot 


women if they work on 
becoming less snobby. ” 

French said that often , 
when a male model gets 
his Grst break, he starts to 
act too big for his boots. 

“He may do a campaign 
for Mr. (Giorgio) Armani 
and then he (thinks) he is 
a star. 

“He starts to complain 
‘is this photographer good 
enough?' T don’t tike 
these clothes' French 
said. “These men forget 
that a model is someone 
who is supposed to show 
off the garment. " 

But Lisa Ovadia , the 
booking director for Men 
At Fashion model man- 
agement in Milan, said tiie 


industry is changing rapid- 
ly and that the male super- 
model could be around 
the comer. 

“ Since I started 12 years 
ago things have already 
changed. Magazines are 
becoming more and more 
interested in what men are 
doing,” Ovadia told Reu- 
ters. 

“French magazines and 
Italian magazines are 
doing pieces on the most 
beautiful men in the world 
and the men who make 
the most money. 1 think 
that men’s bodies are an 
object of desire right now 
— they just need the 
media exposure.” 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


For Palestine 

Edited by Jay Murphy 
New York: Writers and Readers Publishing, Inc. 
1993, 

262 pages, soft cover $14.95 


For Palestine was compiled while the negotiations 
begun at Madrid were in progress, but no results had 
emerged. It is a book with a purpose — intended to 
spark efforts to redress the dismal situation of 
Palestinians in the wake of the Gulf war. As the 
editor writes in the preface: “The world seems deaf 
and dumb to daily pleas of the Palestinian delega- 
tion... for an international force of protection for 
Palestinian civilians undergoing a stepped up Israeli 
assault and repression designed to break support for 
the peace talks ” (p.i). 

This message is hardly outdated in view of Israel's 
continued blockage of every small step towards 
Palestinian independence, and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation's (PLO) recent call for an interna- 
tional push to implement the 1993 Oslo accords . At a 
time when the justice of the Palestinian cause is all 
but drowned in daily news of Arafat and Rabin 
squabbling over the messy details of the autonomy 
agreement , it is useful to get back to basics. The 17 
essays, four interviews and two poems included in 
For Palestine do just that. Dealing with a wide 
variety of topics related to the Question of Palestine, 
the book takes status of the Palestinian people's 
experience , and wbat their struggle has meant to 
others working to change U.S. polity in the Middle 
East. 

The contributors to For Palestine include well- 
known scholars and political and political activists; 
many of their pieces were first published elsewhere. 
Most are Palestinians , Americans or Arab- 
Americans . but there are exceptions, such as the late 
Jean Genet and the Lebanese writer and leftist 
politician, Fawwaz Traboulsi. Four Hours in Sbatila, 
Genet's highly personal description of wandering in 
the camp's alleys immediately after the September 
1982 massacre, remains unrivaled in poetic express- 
iveness and moral impact. The same qualities are 
present in Traboulsi's poem . Beirut-Guemica , which 
juxtaposes the human experience of the 1982 siege of 
Beirut with Picasso's famous depiction of the Spanish 
Civil War. Sandwiched between these two is an 


interview with a Palestinian woman who participated 
in the PLO's defence of Beirut in 1982. Her 


down-to-earth account of daily life during the siege is 
an effective complement to the more literary pieces 
of Genet and Traboulsi. 

Most of the other essays focus either on the 
occupied territories or U.S . Middle East policy and 
how the question of Palestine is dealt with in 
America. Naseer H. Aruri’s overview of the post- 
Gulf war situation \yas well chosen as the first essay, 
for it provides a backdrop for situating subsequent , 
more particular essays. 

Unfortunately, some of the essays about the 
intifada are rather Sat and lacking in originality, 
particularly Daoud Kuttab's The Path of No Return: 
An Overview of The Intifada. Despite the sweeping 
title , Kuttab’s approach is highly selective; he comes 
close to reducing the intifada to the single dimension 
of being the prelude to the Madrid conference, thus 
neglecting numerous other dimensions. When re- 
counting the causes of the intifada, he fails to 
mention the Gaza Strip except as "the stronghold of 
Islamic Jihad ” (p. 95). This was hardly the whole 
story in 1987 when the intifada began in Gaza, and 
the Islamic forces were not the predominant ones. 

Readers who see the intifada as a multi- 
dimensional, sometimes contradictory process, will 
End more food for thought in Hanan Ashrawi’s essay 
on cultural revival , and Anita Vitullo's Palestinian 
Women: Several Steps Back. 

Some of the most thought-provoking essays in For 
Palestine are those related to culture. Those who 
heard Kamal Boulatta speak at Darat A1 Fanoun 
here in Amman last autumn, will be interested in his 
essay contrasting how Palestinian and Israeli artists, 
respectively, relate to space and nature in their 
works. 

Censorship — a main obstacle to cultural creativity 
wherever it occurs — is the topic tackled by the 
American filmmaker Joan Mandell. Based on her 
own experience of malting and distributing the 
documentary Gaza Ghetto, Mandell tells how “cen- 
sorship is involved at every major stage of the 
filmmaking process (p. 189). Not only was the 61m 
crew harassed by the Israeli army on location in Gaza 
but, upon returning to the U.S. . Mandell writes: “ I 
learned that I was involved in a warm this country — 
to redefine the limits of censorship” (p. 188). Gaza 
Ghetto was initially rejected by distribution agencies 
as being too pro-Palestinian, so Mandell eventually 
travelled herself to over 200 communities to show it. 

For Palestine draws to a powerful conclusion with 
Noam Chomsky's scathing critique of U.S. -Israeli 


rejection of all opportunities for peace over the years 
— until 1991, when they eyed the chance to dictate 
the conditions. Chomsky quotes Israeli journalist 
Danny Rubenstein’s observation that the autonomy 
proposed by Israel and the U.S. for the Palestinians 
is like “a PoW camp, where the prisoners are 
"autonomous 7 ’ to cook their meals without interfer- 
ence and to organise cultural events " (p. 224). In 
Chomsky's estimation , the peace process begun in 
1991 means that: “The peace process that the world 
has sought for many years can be consigned to the 
ash heap of history” (p. 229). The extensive historical 
documentation in Chomsky's essay, among others, 
makes For Palestine useful as a reference, as well as 
being an easily accessible review of the most recent 
decade of contemporary Palestinian history. 


Sadly Bland 
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A Fire In Zion 


By Mark Perry 
Morrow. (356 P) 


A Fne In Zion offers an exceptional glimpse into the 
PaJestinian-Israeli peace process, deep insight into 
the workings of both sides, and an almost accurate 
assessment of the real chances for peace. 

Yet A Fire In Zion is far more than a haute- 
couture diplomatic garb. It tells the full story, in a 
down to earth factum narrative , of bow two disparate 
and incongruous societies decided to make peace 
after a century of bloody sagas. Drawing on exclusive 
interviews with such pivotal Ggures as PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat, Israeli Prune Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
and Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres , Perry 
goes beyond the headlines to reveal the stark realities 
of the machinations of realpolitik which actually 
brought the Palestinians and Israeli to the bargaining 
table at Oslo, Norway, and the signing of the peace 
agreement in Washington, D.C. on Sept. 13, 1993. 


Perry asks , “ Will it work?”. To find out ‘The 
transaction has yet to be concluded. ” 

In pursuit of Ending out a substantive answer , 
Perry was granted exclusive interviews by key 
Palestinian and Israeli negotiators, namely, Hamaz 
Rabinovich, Faisal Husscini and Hanan Asbrawi. 

Perry also sought out interviews frith a hast oi 
ordinary citizens; imams, priests, rabbis, homemak- 
ers, professionals, /aimers, students and soldiers. 

Perry came to the conclusion that it was due to 
such queer twists in the games of power politics, 
diplomatic chicanery , Sophistry, and mutual exhaus- 
tion that both sides were prompted to transform their 
perceptions of the empirical issues at stake and of 
each other: Yasser Arafat and other moderates 
within the PLO were beginning to lose support in the 
Arab countries; especially after the sebisims in their 
ranks as a result of the Gulf War. The intifada had 
dragged on for years, and impacted heavily on the 
attempted hegemony of Israeli occupation. The 
Israelis, for their part, feared losing their national 
unity and soul if they continued to rule over the 
Palestinians in the occupied territories. Israel has 
been created so that Jews would never again become 
victims , but not so that Jews themselves would 
become victimisers — besides, the errosion of moral 
support for Israel, by the international community, 
was beginning to tell. 

At the end of A Fire In Zion. Perry concludes; will 
the one-hundred year war for the land of Palestine 
end? Will Palestinians and Israelis learn to live 
together? 

There is no certain answer to these questions. Yet 
to enable both, Palestinians and Israelis . to predict 
the future , they must continue the arduous process of 
putting the past behind them , and to keep on honing 
the tenets of the peace process — for the peace 
process , is the last and only entree for Palestinians 
and Israelis. The road the peace process is strewn 
with stumbling blocks; both germane and put-up 
scenarios. 

By definition, the peace process is designed to 
formulate a modus operands with a view to harmo- 
nise it into a modus vivendi. 

The peace process is a process. It is not an end in 
itself. 

A Fire In Zion, is an absolutely riveting treaties on 
a subject that needs leaders of riveting tenacity of 
political courage and good will. 


Ludwig W. Tamari 
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Want to team a second ianguage?Better start before puberty 


By Daniel Q. Haney 
The Associated Press 


ATLANTA — Learn a 
second language after age 
12 and you’ll almost cer- 
tainly speak it with an 
aixxnt, a study shows. But 
pick one up before age 8 
and you may forget your 
native tongue. 

Experts theorise that 
age 2 until puberty is the 


ideal period to learn lan- 
guages. After that, it be- 
comes an increasingly 
frustrating, imperfect pro- 
cess. 

Certainly many parents 
who have tried to learn a 
new language with their 
children have witnessed 
the dismaying ease with 
which youngsters can mas- 
ter the complexities of 
syntax and vocabulary. 


Several studies , which 
were presented at a meet- 
ing of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advance- 
ment of Science, delved 
into the conflicts between 
first and second lan- 
guages. 

Grace H. Yeni - 
Komsbian of the Universi- 
ty of Maryland presented 
research on 220 Korean 
immigrants who learned 


English as children and 
young adults. Despite 
having lived in the United 
. States an average of 15 
years , some still spoke 
with an accent. 

She found that no one 
had much trouble with . 


fh eir ponson ants , but 
vowels were a dit 


different 
matter. Those who 
learned English by age 10 
or 11 got 90 per cent of 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


CROSS-PURPOSES 
By Arthur S. Verdesca 

ACROSS 


i Malms okmw 
demand® an 
S Marts* 

11 Type of roam 

16 EraJElrvety 
aeca raiod 

17 Grand unms 
19 CndH' "cUnvtrt 
KJ Soecji.-nd carp 

pn« 

22 CcmotMcvmiri 
ten tan, 

24 L« wvSot 
29 Corvmgmji dmrmr 

2fi Ciry on IN’ 

29 Author Sarah — 
Jmmt 

M — -dc >03 

31 Frar-d 
3J Our o' - 

ignsjcnyi 


34 CtanteuM ErWj 

36 KiWw batons 

37 Oatoraov* snow 
BUS army 

«"•»*** 

40 Atcno' at "On the 
BdaetT 

41 HOI rod acwyni 

*3 Tata 

IS Boarding reus* 
donjon 

*6 &rran1 
*S Fjrxfcio 
49 MrU-mararoted 
on* 

KJ f amnio 
cwwspiy’ 

69 fakmr 

:-9 EvixU ana Sam 
60 Secular 
Cl 5 biij « man 
6.1 Flying profnr 


64 Mora often nan — 

65 Marcus ljI taCtoaH 
87 Borerg tod 

68 Degenerate 

69 ■— Camara" 

71 Ton or system 

73 Faun 

74 "She — many 
children " 

76 ■YortahofM 
78 Ftestnded 
81 Auainan rivet 
UKftMIHn 
83 5«gte-w*c* 
compomms 
M Bern 

87 Devetas s>ow1v 
90 MOdiSoi fittingly 

94 BOhna.-l OTV 

95 Kama's nefper 
98 Sroneonfl 

Pcund 


98 Barren 
96 — enpa»M 
Ideadtedted) 
100 Latiotef 
102 Aunralun 
annuls 
1(M Toledo's, 
miarfipri 

106 tXo sound 

106 Dnomoem one 

107 pretense 
109 Orang 

HO Contamnoa 
certain etemsot 
m; Location phrase 

116 Tiunstars 

117 Artoi s item 

118 Suggested 

119 Mcnotas and 
Ala under 

i?0 Saicasoc 
'2i WWIl menace 


row 

' f-Tte JOTt-.-TdiBS 

2 Ora w snomer 

3 te*jn rnernena) 
Mies 

* Hwwm 

6 RLm*ed as in 
HVTTI5 

9 Cupiih 

7 Parti tenors 

8 Cloy now 

* C/nonj 

'0 Female nonricn* 

I ' LortOOHinuKI Cm» 
12 EmoQes part, 

' J temg >n 
agmemer: 

14 Faiici strangers 

15 Elemeni.No X) 
is .Mae — vijasi^l 
•9 Umrgrsuy 

go-.Tm.nj tnrfi 


20 Gaawus etemera 

21 — German 
wmcosar 

23 Send ter Upalnwnl 
27 Raincoat 
30 PutUcHa 

stepper 
32 Oicponoty 
>3 Aegean aland 
98 Taken on cargo 
*0 Atwu 

42 Bums m mi, sky 
«4 Seed coanng 
45 Purr.^a Jones. 


47 man'll 

Pegu 1 * myiha 

W CilynOlu 
51 Cditan EurecAn 
62 Etocteac* reguesl 
93 Swell 


54 — and terminer 
iS Siraj cad 

56 Opera composer 

57 Irregularly norched 

56 Newspaper 
seewns .jl old 
62 Eect 

65 Correa 

66 Voices 

TO " — Rag lime Band" 

72 Camas land 

74 Halim 

75 Fly an avrUno 
77 Don Juan ■ 

mother a k) Byron 
79 In — lOTjiweaj 
ea Ejoocitwa 

82 Auarnatc 
rasponsTi 

84 Apamryem: 

85 Suds 


86 Sfcufder 
oaument 
97 SmeBdiop 
89 Fawn 
B9 VtttOirts' 
Wpenors 
-Jl Broauwo* 

92 TT-emlegged 
tabte 

93 Trapshoonnp 

M Entebfcrwra 

97 Piacaro 

100 Plenum 

101 Vicinal Mocha 
103 Msslei. m colonial 

India 

IW Bngo a comm 
in Pipfane. n Hanoi 
1 13 "— was saying" 
>14 Crass or cete 
115 FIR guv 



Dias ram lens. 21 x 21 
By James Bar-rick 


ACROG3 
1 !i «t'0 13 
4 d.nonr, volumes 
6 k.rsiofcICC* 

T Cugoul 

9 innwra 

10 teffiepaa 

»3 5ians<ncn a 
•umev 

10 FH-UEMlUM 

19 ‘Spam rho — ■ 

20 The Rnete.e Stale 

22 Sesgn rtrjgn 

23 Assn man 


24 Sandwich store 
for snarl 

25 Mi> 

27 Empl.hr 

M Lock and 
Dierg 

3i TakeKAdol 

33 Spread ter 
mymj 

34 Rote el 'Tfld Odd 
Couple" 

17 Qiw. giuv 

M l AMO 


39 Bovine 
teas' 

40 Elec LTT1I 

43 Pamier Ettouara 

44 Wn el curtails 

46 ELKCJddo 
4ii Broken -arm 
supoon 

52 GiiBffly 
63 "These — Iha 

WTWS " 

6 * Arvj 
55 Lit turner 


58 Fontiy merntor. 

tar short 

57 Soil's 
50 Oteik tejuo* 
tatMualy 

6T Pom«uafly. 
poeocsrtiy 

62 Ampnnd 

63 Earthy fkgmert 

67 Kind 0* lily 

68 Toll 

63 Asndi and 
McUmon 


Cm ■ e Week's Cryptograms 

1. Skiing, vacuum, asrdverk. canoeing — words with odd 
vowc] combination* — help spell trouble. 

S. Trylnjt to Identify • couple of s new bog specie*. Fledgling 
apiarist ponders: -Two bees or not two bee*?" 

3. Weekend golfer plays usual round: two pars, ejeven bogeys 
and five hotaa be would rather not think about. 

4. Bird wateher without binocular* was one frustrsied 
fellow. 


QQWJ 

1 3-58 dn>* Rjvnr 

2 "W>«n — icvtu a 
widun. " 

3 FiiayoLr»mg 

0B3CC' 

4 FiH'cntlS 

5 Sandoraui anAc^ 
9 Way teitneon 

9 ►V-rao 

11 Choose nonary 

12 OI n gram 


1 3 MuBtfudo 

14 Fred ran 

15 IWplsenjc 
'6 Mpmd try unaiS 

degrees 

17 SufTQaKi cjiWW 

IB Lai ni Uvpntes 

2' Marked byatec* 
care 

25 EipcMfl 
2e D»sy-ivr neaer 
29 Chinos* eg 


30 Scarcely enough 

31 Orygen q one 
X Dooy 

35 KM s We 
38 Hcoerv 

40 Dnccrccrt 

41 Curie O' 

AM emails 

4? Iron 

45 Caurtn 
4® One riffle 
Mlypwts 


47 Emulate N*V7 
Kcmgan 

49 Teakoiilo part 

50 Posamn 

51 AivltBal ban 

59 Commaraai 
yetede 

60 Of heaiing 

64 Lion (nature 

65 Ran. at dye 
M CkdEng&tfi 

measures 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I.JLMQ VLEBWS KBWVC QRTDEQQS 

EQLCVW WSC WM CHTLB R8EW DRC JWMMQQ 
IREBWH-£ CES0BR5T 8E. VC DQ KWQCS’E 
ILSE RE EWW CIQIJE. -RyEsHlreUad 


S.PRAY, LS TLDOC ILLE’C.DUCK, ll LRNK OF 
A LCGO K FT F K V NLRCE ALLY PLRUE 
DFAUROP IK HUG U STOUT. - By Ed Unddlnen 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 




3.XFFLK DOGTPTTTX C TKSDRTPETYQ SFNAZDO 
YLVDU SFREUD TK A PUTTTIB YGTKVTKC. 
PBT RFS UCD'U AFUTTTIDZH URED YGLY 
UGD-II TRBDETFE. — By Duane H. McGiHty 


4.PRIDA II y S T AM P NHIB U W1R NYMa 
HUHAN rooi: T I S ‘ B BUDA US UP« IN 

LlPMPAON. — By Frank N. 9Mo 


their vowels right. But 
those who started English 
by age 12 or 13 did sub- 
stantially worse, and this 
ability dropped still more 
among those who learned 
it even later,. 

, The earlier the better, it 
seems, as far as accents 
are concerned. She found 
that some who learned 
English as young as age 6 
had slight accents. 

Ms. Yeni-Komshian 
herself spoke three lan- 
guages — Armenian , Ara- 
bic and French — as a 
child in Lebanon. She be- 
gan studying English at 
age 10 but still has a mild 
accent, which she blames 
on the accent of her En- 
glish teachers. 

Her research also shows 
that the Koreans who 


started English late speak 
better Korean than do 
those who learned it early. 
It appears that youngsters 
who start their second lan- 
guage after age 8 have a 
better chance of retaining 
their native language. 

“It's almost * easy come , 
easy go’ during this 
period,” she said.- 

Of those studied, only 
about 15 per cent could 
speak both English and 
Korean like natives. She 
said it appears that most 
bilingual people cannor be 
equally adept at speaking 
two languages. 

Ms. Yeni-Komshian 
said her work fits with the 
prevailing theory that a 
critical age exists for 
learning languages. By 


adolescence, the function- 
al organisation of the 
brain is largely complete, 
making language acquisi- 
tion a chore. 

The University of South 
Florida's Winifred 
Strange, who also pre- 
sented research on the 
topic, said that people 
who try to learn languages 
after adolescence tend to 
hear the new language 
with the accents of the old 
one. 

She said that’s why , for 
instance, someone who 
speaks Chinese mixes up 
L’s and R's. So in the 
classic waiter's mangling, 
“fried rice” comes out 
“fiied lice.” 

“ They really sound the 
same to them, ” she said. 
“ They cannot tell the dif- 


ference between those two - 
sounds.” 


Kimbrough Oiler of the • 

University of Miami said \ 
some believe that biling- 
ual people may never truly " 
be good at speaking either' 
language because of the ;. 
burden of learning dupti- j 
cate vocabularies and 
grammar rules. 

He studies youngsters 
who are learning En glish ,- 
and Spanish at the same, 
time and compares them 
with children who speak 
just one ianguage. While 

the bilingual -children > 

. functioned well in botii.bfc rnnot^ -irl 
languages, their vocabul- ittS. *K1 

ary did lag somewhat, be-' i : : ... , 
cause some words they ' 
knew in only one languages 
or the other. •• - - 


4 Eccentrics Hire 
better, longer 9 


LONDON (AFP) — An 
Edinburgh researcher has 
found that eccentrics who 
follow their own lights un- 
daunted by what others 
think of them tend to be 
smarter and to live longer 
and better than their con- 
formist contemporaries. 

Strangers to stress, 
according to neuro- 
psychoiogist David 
Weeks, the oddballs of 
this world pay far fewer 
visits to the doctor than do 
the straight — arrows and 
are far happier with their 
lot. 

Nearly 70 per cent of 
eccentrics are first-bom 
sons or daughters and 
realise that they are some- 
how “different" from the 
age of eight. Dr. Weeks 
says in his book Eccentrics 
— 10 years in the making. 

More than a few emi- 
nent scientists, artists and 
statesmen have been 
eccentric. 

For example, the inven- 
tor of the telephone, Gra- 
ham Bell, was determined 
to teach his dog to talk, 
according to Dr. Weeks. 

Albert Einstein loved to 
stick his tongue out at 
photographers while Ben- 
jamin Franklin walked 
nude in his garden for 
what he said were health 
reason s. 

Dr. Weeks' research 
also focused on contem- 
porary non-conformists 
recruited through classi- 
fied ads. Working on such 
a subject in Britain proved 


to be an immense advan- 
tage. 

While Britain offers a 
robust democracy and 
protection for freedom of 
expression . if nonetheless 
remains rigidly class- 
conscious. Dr. Weeks 
contends. 

“If people can't develop 
vertically, they find ways 
of doing so horizontally , " 
he found. 


vealed signs of schizophre- 
nia. The rate among the 
“normal" population is 15_- 
per cent. 

These are people “who 
take a boundless joy in 
life," Dr. Weeks says, 
who possess “ enormous 


energy” and a "healthy 
irreverence. " ! . • 

They are “utterly harm- 
less" and look on the 
world with “ decency . 
tolerance and respect for 
different views and diffe- 
rent people. ” 


^eils 


A 


Robin Hood is a par- 
ticular favourite of eccen- 
trics , one of whom in Bri- 
tain has received legal per- 
mission to assume the ouf- 
law's name. A former in- 
staller of cash distributors, 
he lives today in medieval 
dress in Sheru'ood Forest. 

Another individual stu- 
died by Dr. Weeks is Mar- 
vin Staples who only walks 
backwards. 

Then there is John Sla- 
ter, a former Marine com- 
mando. truck driver, ship 
steward , travelling sales- 
man, insurance agent and 
painter who agreed to 
spend six months in a cage 
at the London Zoo in 
order to raise money for 
pandas. 


Later a London rounst 
guide, he named his dog 
Tiny president of a com- 
pany he formed — before 
he himself went off to live 
in a cave near the sea. 

Dr. Weeks insists that 
most eccentrics have per- 
fectly sound minds . Only 
eight per cent of those 
tested in his sample re- 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. A Hindu ruler. 

2. A citadel in Moscow enclosing a cathedra/, B 
palace . etc. 

3. A store-room for house-hold provisions. 

4. Sharing a meal which has not been specially 
prepared for guests. 

5. The Vatican. 

6. A misceiianeous collection of things boutzht or sold 
together. 

7. A small Spanish horse. 
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PUZZLES 


SCENIC ACROSTIC 
RAFT 
NAME 
ENGUSH 
BELLS 
BOWLS 


ANGEL FALLS 
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head, 6 executives 


resign 




By Sa’eda Xflmi 

'‘ J 0. Jpecfa/ ro the Jordan Times 

fo& af AMMAN — The President 

is,- r V i of the Jordanian Writers 

. ^..Association (JWA) and six 

* - v . ^ ■ J - v, inerabers of its a dminis trative 
?.&'/■<“ v committee who have been 

* ,r, ?: s threatening to quit for the 
£ ‘ :r -^ ./Ipast two weeks resigned on 

pt.T,c^ ‘ J; "*4: "‘’Wednesday. The JWA gener- 
/"al assembly will convene on 
i.u: v 1 ' an extraordinary session on 
^-. f ip»rd r rj S.y : 7. April 7 to elect a new body, 

tj; mcii-, ,, . Four members of the 

<»f .t.tii :•■//*' ir-JWA’s administrative body 
-i^were absent from Wednes- 
. “Vjay’s calm but short meeting, 
.flasma Nsour, Yousef Dam- 
-r?:. ; . ' ra, Yousef Abdul Adz, and 
‘ Abu Shayeb, who 

have been involved in run- 
. mag conflict with the res- 

. - ignees, did not show up. 

... Mu’nes Razzaz, the out- 

r” going president, said he was 
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forced to resign because of 
the tense atmosphere and 
constant squab biings that 
dominated the meetings of 
the administrative body. 

“We have not achieved 
anything for a whole year,” 
Mr. Raoaz said. “We should 
?ve way for a new and 
lannonious administration.” 

One of the resignees. 
Hisham Gharaibeh, is ex- 
pected to nominate himself 
for presidency. Mr. Razzaz, 
who supports Mr. Ghar- 
aibeh’s nomination, said the 
coming elections will be diffe- 
rent in terms of techniques 
and tactics to avoid future 
problems. He said the elec- 
tions will be conducted on a 
bloc basis. Until now, 
nominees ran as indepen- 
dents. 

“We could have had our 


way and taken the decisions 
we want," said Mr. Razzaz, 
who has majority support in 
the JWA’s administrative 
committee. “But this does 
not work out in a writers 
association.'’ 

Mr. Razzaz, a daily col- 
umnist at A1 Dustour daily, 
said the weekly meetings of 
the administrative body were 
plagued by constant fights 
and clashes over the issue of 
normalisation of cultural ties 
with Israel. 

“No work has been done 
on cultural issues,” he said. 
“We need a more effective 
leadership.” 

Fakhri Ka’war, JWA's for- 
mer president and president 
of the Union of Arab Wri- 
ters, is also expected to 
nominate himself for pres- 
idency. 


UNRWA launches bid to bridge deficit 


(Continued from page 1) 


this year, we won’t be able to 
■' do what we were doing last 

■ year. We have no operational 
reserves left, so we hope they 
(the donors) react according- 

■ ty,” be said. 

.' Bnt following the first 
day’s meeting, Mr. Turkmen 
said be felt that representa- 
: lives of donor nations were in 
favour of an ‘‘undiminished 
continuance of UNRWA’s 
services." 

: As delegates of 30 donor 
xuntries and host govem- 
meats launched the meeting, 
. representatives of UNRWA’s 
area staff staged a strike in an 
appeal to donors to continue 
tneir support for the agency 
(see story on page 3). 

The Jordan News Agency, 
. Petra, quoted Foreign Mink. 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti as 
saying he had urged the inter- 


national community to in- 
crease its aid to UNRWA 
and Jordan, to assist them in 
their responsibilities for 
Palestine refugees and dis- 
placed persons. 

As of this year UNRWA 
has presented donor nations 
with a “five-year p lanning 
horizon” to coincide with the 
schedule laid down by the 
September 1993 declaration 
of principles signed by the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Israel. 

The theory of the {dan is to 
project expenditures over 
those five years, to label 
priorities and then present to 
donor countries the financial 
requirements. 

In the past the agency sub- 
mitted an annanl or bi- annual 
budget to donors. 

At the opening session of 


the two-day conference 
which continues today, Mr. 
Turkmen said, “I believe that 
this meeting will be a water- 
shed. .. UNRWA has reached 
a crossroads and there are 
serious issues to be discus- 
sed.” 

The head of the Palestinian 
delegation to the meeting. 
Dr. Nabil Sha’ath, minister 
of planning and international 
cooperation in the Palesti- 
nian. National Authority reaf- 
firmed strong support for 
UNRWA. 

Donors* “commitment to 
UNRWA enhances the 
Palestinian Authority’s 
strategic option for peace," 
he said. “Strong support for 
UNRWA is our highest 
priority.” “We would hate to 
see services curtailed. We 
would like to see you con- 
tinue generously supporting 
the agency.” 


Christopher launches new Mideast mission 


puber. 


(Continued from page 11 
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tions. 

Vice President Abdul 
* ’ Halim Khaddam said Syria 
would not make concessions 
to achieve peace with Israel 
and insisted on the need to 
boost the country's defences. 

He said peace accords 
which were "not based on 
^aw and justice neither 
guarantee peace for the 
strong party nor security for 
the weaker one. 

•"Israel, relying on its milit- 
■ ary force, is trying to make 
gains via the negotiations, 
but it should be aware that 
r military’ superiority does not 
- remain constant." 

Mr. Khaddam said Syria 
needed to "bolster its defen- 
sive capabilities." 


"Any peace imposed by 
force is not peace, and any 
peace based on concessions 
cannot survive." Mr. Khad- 
dam said i rt a speech marking 
the 32nd anniversary of the 
ruling Baath Party's assump- 
tion of power. 

Earlier Syria urged Mr. 
Christopher to come armed 
with new ideas and scorned 
Israel’s latest offer of a par- 
tial withdrawal from the 
GOlan Heights. ' ” 

"We have to make of 
building our national shield a 
national responsibility which 
we should approach without 
hesitation." Mr. Khaddam 
said Wednesday. 

"Despite the accords Israel 
has struck with three Arab 
parries, it is going ahead with 
promoting its fighting ability 
in spite of its current arms 


arsenal and huge military in- 
dustries." he added. . 

Mr. Khaddam said Syria 
was as justified in boosting its 
defence as Israel. 

"If Israel goes on compil- 
ing weapons for fear of re- 
motely located Iran and 
Libya, how could we over- 
look the need to build our 
defensive capabilities while 
(Israel) is close to us and 
occupying pans of our terri- 
tory."" Mr. Khaddam said. 

A Russian defence envoy. 
Konstantin Kobets. arrived 
in Damascus Tuesday on a 
seven-day visit to discuss 
military cooperation. He met 
with Defence Minister Mus- 
tafa Tlass. 

Moscow was Syria's chief 
arms supplier and political 
ally before the Soviet Union's 
disintegration. 


Newspaper prices, ad charges to go up 


(Continued from page 12) 

.lewsprint was upward. 

The crunch on newsprint 

,ame when many producers 
round the world faced de- 
lining prices and a glut in the 
rarket and slowly halted 
-reduction or shifted to alt cr- 
ate industries since the early 
Os. 

Another factor was a de- 
line in the output of paper 
ulp in the wake of new 
nvironmental policies 


adopted by many govern- 
ments. 

Ironically, the turn away 
from paper production came 
at a time when newspaper 
industry around the world 
was picking up, particularly 
with new publications spring- 
ing up in the eastern bloc and 
the ex-Soviet republics and 
elsewhere in the Third 
World. 

According to newsprint 
agents, the shortage has led 
to the creation of a “parallel” 
market where privileged 


dealers dictate their own 
prices. 

Most of the companies in 
Europe and North and South 
America report that their en- 
tire production for the next 
two years have already been 
booked. In most cases, the 
companies have committed 
themselves to supplying the 
material but the prices are 
subject to fluctuation, mean- 
ing that the producers reserve 
the right to demand a higher 
price when the actual deliv- 
ery is made. 


Israel unveils ‘separation’ plan 
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(Continued from page I) 


: using as a de facto foreign 
tinistry. Last month, for ex- 
nple, visiting heads of the 
uropean Union raised a 
ror by holding meetings 
ere. 

Mr. Arad's document said 
at the government was 
oking into the “realities on 


the ground” as well as the 
“implications" of enforcing 
the law in the case of the 
Orient House. 

Palestinians say the issue is 
at the centre or the peace 
process with Israel. They 
argue the Orient House is 
independent of the Palesti- 
nian Authority and the res- 
trictions on it. 

"We have always said that 


the closing of the Orient 
House will jeopardise the 
peace process,” Palestinian 
negotiator Ziad Abu Zayyad 
told reporters. 

Peace Watch, an Israeli 
group monitoring the peace 
process with the Palestinians, 
said there are seven 
autonomy-related institutions 
operating in Jerusalem (see 
page 2). 
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Continued from page 12) 

osecutors questioned Mr. 
lem Tuesday about his his- 
7- 

Mr. Salem testified that he 
gan lying to impress people 
er an 18-year military 
eer in Egypt, when he 
ne to the United States 
i found himself driving 
•s, stocking shelves and 
rking as a security guard. 
‘I was like a big shot in 
ipt and all of a sudden I 
ame just an immigrant,” 
■ Salem said. 

Ie testified that he began 
plying information to FBI 
snt Nan^ 1 Floyd in 1991 
- r bragging that he was 

1 Egypt's military' intelli- 
ce agency — he actually 
a technical officer — and 
w Libyan leader Muam- 

Qadhafi, Iraq’s Presi- 
t Saddam Hussein and 
g Hussein. He knew none 
hese leaders, 
e said he also told Ms. 
'd he "knew of military 
atomic capabilities of 
5r countries,” though 

2 of the information he 


passed on was true. 

The rotund Salem, wearing 
glasses and a dark blue suit, 
had kept his hands folded in 
front of him until he began 
recounting his deciet. Then 
he clenched or rubbed his 
hands together. 

“He's not going to survive 
cross-examination,” said 
Lynne Stewart, the sheikh’s 
lawyer. ‘‘He's completely 
changed all the facts.” 

After the 1990 assassina- 
tion of militant Rabbi Meir 
Kahane in a New York City 
hotel, Mr. Salem said he was 
approached by the FBI and 
asked to infiltrate extremist 
groups. He said he declined 
until October 1991, when he 
needed money. 

One of Mr. Salem's first 
tasks for the group he infil- 
trated was to create mailing 
labels for organisations. He 
testified that he immediately 
turned the list over to the 
FBI, which made the labels 
for him. 

He said he was paid $500 a 
week from 1991 until July 
1992. when relations broke 
off between him and the FBI. 


Dollar 
stabilises 
a little 

(Continued from page 1) 
helped halt a slide in the 
dollar that has seen it plunge 
to ever-new record lows since 
Friday. 

The European moves and 
Greenspan's comments came 
after Japan complained that 
the United States was not 
doing enough to protect its 
own currency, as the dollar 
plunged overnight in Asia to 
record lows of 1.3450 marks 
and 88.75 yen. 

The signs that there was 
still some life left in the dollar 
encouraged some stock mar- 
kets, and in London, the 
Footsie index tacked on 15.1 
points or 0.5 per cent to end 
at 2,992.1 points, while the 
Paris bourse managed a mod- 
erate gain of 0.47 per cent, 
after suffering a 1.39 per cent 
loss Tuesday. 

But the Frankfurt market 
remained nervous, with the 
DAX index dropping 1.37 
per cent. 


Prince Hassan: People, including 
refugees, make or break peace 


The following is the text of Hb Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson's address to the UNRWA informal meeting 
of major donors and host governments that started 
yesterday in Amman. 


IT IS A PLEASURE to 
address this informal meet- 
ing, held by UNRWA with 
representatives from all 
sides: Donors, host coun- 
tries, and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation. I 
would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to review some of the 
issues arising from the peace 
process, and to make a few 
suggestions. 

The Palestinian refugee 
problem has always been one 
of the main elements of the 
Arab- Israeli conflict Jordan 
has been directly affected, by 
dint of both geographical 
proximity and historical lega- 
cy. With its semi-arid land- 
scape and very limited re- 
sources, natural and other- 
wise, my country has hosted 
three waves of involuntary 
migration. Jordan has had to 
accommodate more than one 
milli on extra people as a re- 
sult of conflict in the region. 

Realising the immense 
scale of the demographic 
component of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, the interna- 
tional community established 
UNRWA in 1949. Jordan's 
partnership with UNRWA 
dates back to its inception in 
the aftermath of the first 
wave of Palestinian refugees 
to Jordan. I refer to our 
relationship as one of part- 
nership, for we have worked 
together very dosely through 
the years. Jordan accommo- 
dates the major bulk of the 
refugee population registered 
by UNRWA. It hosts nearly 
two thirds of ail the listed 
refugees residing outside the 
West Bank and Gaza. 39.1 
per cent of all registered re- 
fugees reside in Jordan; ab- 
out 38.4 per cent reside in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

We have come a long way 
towards resolving the Arab- 
Israeli conflict since the Mad- 
rid peace conference of Octo- 
ber 1991. However, although 
the negotiations have so far 
touched upon the refugee 
problem, they have yet to 
find a satisfactory solution. 
The Declaration of Principles 
between the PLO and Israel 
stipulated that the issue of 
refugees would be addressed 
in the permanent status nego- 
tiations. Jordan’s peace trea- 
ty with Israel accordingly lays 
out only principles for a re- 
solution, and does not 
address the issue in substan- 
tive depth. 

Article 8 of the Jordanian- 
Israeli treaty, which deals 


with refugees and displaced 
persons, recognises the mag, 
nitude and the human dimen- 
sions of the problem. The 
commitment is there to find a 
settlement in accordance with 
international law. The mod- 
ality through which such a 
settlement can be realised is 
stipulated in the treaty 
through the following chan- 
nels. 

— In the case of displaced 
persons, through a quadri- 
partite committee represent- 
ing Jordan, the Palestinians, 
Egypt and Israel. 

— In the case of the re- 
fugees, in the muhlaterals 
and through tripartite or bi- 
lateral negotiations simul- 
taneous with Israeli- 
PaJestinian talks. 

Jordan, being mindful of 
the h uman dimension, en- 
sured that the treaty requires 
the parties to seek to alleviate 
human suffering. It also asks 
that foe U.N. and other prog- 
rammes of assistance be con- 
tinued pending a final resolu- 
tion. Any reduction or cut- 
backs m UNRWA’s provi- 
sion of essential services at 
this point, no matter what the 
reason might be, can only 
backfire on foe peace process 
and reverse the positive prog- 
ress that has been made. On 
the contrary, it is vital that 
UNRWA be supported and 
assisted more than ever in 
this delicate transitional 
phase. The agency has been 
instrumental m providing for 
the basic, everyday human 
needs of the refugees. In 
addition, it has already estab- 
lished sound structures for 
channelling assistance to 
health, education and social 
services. Such assistance is 
therefore both necessary and 
possible. 

All of these things are 
vitally important, yet they are 
not an alternative to a solu- . 
tion that strikes foe necessary 
balance between the rights of 
refugees and the responsibili- 
ties that states owe them, on 
foe one hand, and foe need to 
find creative answers to what 
is, by definition, a delicate 
and composite problem, on 
foe other. 

As we move from peace- 
making to peace-building, it 
is essential to address the 
human requirements of the 
peoples concerned. Last 
November, Amman hosted a 
Roundtable on foe Human 
Dimension of the Middle 
East Peace Process, attended 





The Palestinian refugee problem has 
always been one of the main elements 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Jordan 
has been directly affected by dint of 
both geographical proximity and his- 
torical legacy” 


by His Excellency Mr. liter 
Turkmen. The discussions 
were fr ank and constructive, 
although not always as opti- 
mistic as we might wish. The 
participants recognised that 
for p eojee to be enduring, its 
benefits must be felt by those 
on the ground. In this con- 
text, regional discrepancies 
and disparities must be ba- 
lanced out. These include key 
indicators such as income 
levels, education and health 
conditions, and technical 
know-how. 

A recent World Bank re- 
port notes that income levels 
are over $10,000 per capita in 
Israel, a major aid recipient, 
while that of the Mashreq 
Arabs is no more than $800. 
At a time when foe indus- 
trialised countries are talking 
about an ‘information super- 
highway’, we are struggling 
to secure basic education for 
our peoples. 

But peace brings with it 
new opportunities for the re- 
gion. Tne prospect of stabil- 
ity can help to generate a real 
peace dividend. In order to 
capitalise upon this, govern- 
ments are planning and tak- 


ing steps to promote domes- 
tic and foreign investment, 
and to encourage joint ven- 
ture. Economic growth will 
create new jobs, reducing the 
rate of unemployment, alle- 
viating poverty, and provid- 
ing solid economic founda- 
tions for foe future of the 
Middle East. 

UNRWA can do a great 
deal to help make this virion 
a reality, but it will need 
international support, and it 
will need to plan ahead with- 
in a realistic time-frame. Hu- 
man Resources Development, 
must be the top priority for 
the region, although it cannot 
substitute for a principled 
solution to the refugee pirob- 
em. . Coordination between 
donors, host countries and 
organisations such as UN- 
RWA will be vital if we are to 
maximise foe opportunities. 
Failure would be catastrophic 
for the refugees, and will also 
have severe repercussions for 
host countries. It is worth 
bearing in mind that the 
largest age group in both foe 
refugee camps and foe host 
countries is 15-25. Further 
social unravelling must be 


avoided, for foe combination 
of economic and demog- 
raphic pressures mean that 
foe Middle East will remain 
potentially volatile, even 
given a negotiated peace. 

The donor countries are 
well aware of Jordan’s econo- 
mic difficulties. We have 
adopted a medium-term 
adjustment programme, to 
bring about fiscal and monet- 
ary stability and a structural 
transformation in the eco- 
nomy. Under such circumst- 
ances it will be difficult to 
shoulder UNRWA’s services, 
although moral responsibility 
dictates otherwise. 

In 1991, Jordan accommo- 
dated 70,000 student retur- 
nees from the Gulf. This de- 
mographic influx placed con- 
siderable st rains on our edu- 
cational system, and in con- 
sequence, our educational re- 
form programme suffered a 
major setback. There are 
now around 152,000 UN- 
RWA pupils in Jordan, and 
its 201 over-crowded schools 
cater for double shifts. Being 
involved myself in foe educa- 
tion reform programme, I 
have to recognise and com- 
mend UNRWA’s contribu- 
tion, despite its limited re- 
sources, to the quality and 
quantity of education services 
offered to the refugees in 
Jordan. 

This meeting coincides 
with U.N. World Summit for 
Social Development, current- 
ly being held in Coprahagen. 
The triangular relationship 
between poverty, unemploy- 
ment and social disintegra- 
tion will no doubt be a major 
theme at that meeting, as it 
must be here. The problems 
associated with ' this rela- 
tionship permeate not only 
the refugee camps, but foe 
countries of foe region, and 
lie at the root of foe many of 
our difficulties. I would 
therefore suggest that assist- 
ance to UNRWA, as it plans 
for the coming years, must be 
in harmony with foe overall 
virion of a better future for 
all the peoples of foe region. 

I would like to conclude by 
expressing Jordan’s support 
for UNRWA’s five year pers- 
pective. We hope that con- 
crete steps are taken in the 
meantime to resolve foe re- 
fugee problem in a manner 
that meets their expectations 
and compensates them for 
their suffering. For irrespec- 
tive of the work of politi- 
cians, it will ultimately be 
ordinary people, refugees 
and displaced persons in- 
cluded, who determine 
whether the peace process 
succeeds or whether it foils. 


Pakistani children live a nightmare in jail 


By Kathy Gannon 

The Associated Press 

RAWALPINDI, Pakistan — 
Salma Ahmed, age 5, hud- 
dles beneath a smelly woolen 
blanket to protect herself 
from the winter chill and 
wonders if she will ever leave 
Adiala jail. 

“I go to sleep at night and I 
think what if I have to live 
here for the rest of my life, 
and I cry," she says shyly. 

Salma, like hundreds of 
children in Pakistan, has 
gone to jail with her mother, 
Nazreen, who is awaiting trial 
on theft charges and could 
receive a four-year term if 
convicted. In their stark, 
cramped cell devoid of fur- 
nishings, foe children out- 
number the women, 13 to 11. 

Disgraced and destitute, 
jailed Pakistani women 
routinely take their young 
children with them because 
there is no alternative, said 
Hina Jilani of the Indepen- 
dent Human Rights Commis- 
sion of Pakistan. 

The group estimates about 
300 children are in jail with 
their motheis. 

Orphanages are scarce, 
and if the children were simf)- 
Iy left behind it is quite possi- 
ble they would be used as 
child labourers, a common 
practice in Pakistani work- 
shops. 

"If they don’t go to jail 
with their mothers, they 
could end up on the street 
begging or being sold,” Ms. 
Jilani said. 

The children’s fathers are 
often in jail, too, or have 
abandoned their families. 
Ms. Jilani said many of foe 
worfien are in jail on charges 

« by their husbands, 
ther want to marry 
again or have left the country 
and do not want their wives 
free while they are gone. 

The law says children 
should be removed from im- 
prisoned mothers at age 
seven, but it says nothing 


about what should be done 
with them and youngsters are 
seldom taken out: In the cen- 
tral city of Multan, there is an 
11-year-old boy who has been 
in jail since birth, she said. 

“The diet is not good. The 
children are totally isolated 
socially. Most have no idea of 
what's going on outside the 
jail,” Ms. Jilani said. 

There are no schools for 
the children and in many 
cases they do not receive 
proper medical care. Saima, 
who has been in jail for two 
months, bad the sniffles and a 
cough, as did many of foe 
others. 

Imprisoned women in 
many countries keep their 
children with them. But the 
problems facing youngsters 
are particularly acute in an 
impoverished country like 
Pakistan. 

“Imagine their life,” said 
Iftikar Hussein, a psycholog- 
ist at Allama Iqbal Open 
University in Islamabad. 
“The guards are never veiy 
kind. The women — their 
mothers — are unhappy and 
crying all the time. It’s all 
very traumatic for children.” 

Saima said that her only 
toy is a raggedy old doll and 
that she must fight to keep 
the other children from tak- 
ing over her little comer oT 
the jail compound, a sandy 
spot next to a 3-metre-higb 
wall. 

Kamran Rizvi, who heads 
a human rights committee set 
up by Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto’s government, says 
the government wants to stop 
jailing children. 

“I am totally against keep- 
ing women in prison with 
their children," Mr. Rizvi 
said. “But where can we keep 
them? There should be a 
separate institution for the 
children. Jails have a very 
negative psychological 
effect.” 

Mr. Rizvi said the whole 
prison system needs to be 


overhauled. Prisons in Pakis- 
tan are overcrowded, poorly 
maintained and packed with 
people awaiting trial, he said. 

Ms. Bhutto’s government 
is preparing a new law aimed 
at children younger than 12 
who are in prison, including 
about 1,700 unaccompanied 
youngsters who face charges 
on their own ranging from 
loitering to murder. 


The law will not prevent 
children from accompanying 
their mother to jail, but it will 
try to set a minimum stan- 
dard of care, Mr. Rizvi said. 
Among his recommendations 
are special housing for chil- 
dren and their mothers near 
the women's cells, compul- 
sory schooling and a doctor 
on duty. 

It remains to be seen if 


there will be any improve- 
ments. The government 
often talks about curing such 
problems, but rarely comes 
up with foe money. Even Mr. 
Rizvi concedes foe govern- 
ment is short of resources. 

“Our problem is pushing 
the government to spend 
money,” said Ms. Jilani. 
“Things are moving forward 
— slowly. That’s something." 




An agreement was signed on Monday the 6th 
of March 1995 between Middle East Telecom 
and Electronics (METE), the representative of 
MCI in Jordan and other Arab countries, and 
Jordan Payment Services Co., (VISA), where- 
by METE will issue free MCI cards to VISA 
card holders and VISA will collect the charges 
on behalf of METE from the users. 
For further information on MCI service please 

call METE 


Tel.: 668424 

or write to 1\0. BOX 3089 Amman 


11181 - Jordan 
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Dollar supremacy threatened, but no successor seen 


TOKYO (R) — The dollar's 
supremacy as the world’s key 
currency is under threat after . 
its hammering on the money 
markets, but neither the 
mark opr the yen look likely 
to usurp the top spot for now. 

Economists and monetary 
officials said in Tokyo 
Wednesday that the dollar's 
Status had been badly shaken 
by its plunge against the Ger- 
man and Japanese curren- 
cies. 

But for policy and econo- 
mic reasons, neither of these 
currencies was likely to take 


over the dollar's role as 
anchor of global markets any 
time soon, they said. 

'The recent dollar collapse 
implies tha the dollar's super* 
macy is seriously chal- 
lenged,” said C.H. Kwan, 
senior economist at Nomura 
Research Institute Ltd. 

The dollar has been viewed 
as a focus of stability and a 
standard measure of value in 
world markets. It has com- 
prised the vast majority of 
central banks' foreign re- 
serves, has been the main 
currency used for foreign 


trade by many countries, and 
has been seen as a “safe haven” 
during times of instability. 

But the dollar's recent 
plunge, which took it to post- 
world War II lows of 88.75 
yen and 1.3430 marks in 
Tokyo Wednesday, has 
seriously damaged this role. 

Analysts said more and 
more nations, including cash- 
rich Asian and Middle East- 
ern central banks, prefer to 
hold the mark as a reserve 
currency, and have been re- 
ducing the proportion of their 
dollar holdings amid a lack of 


confidence in U.S. monetary 
and fiscal policy. 

This phenomenon "reflects 
their confidence in the Bun- 
desbank's policies, which 
target medium- to long-term 
objectives with top priority 
on price stability," a senior 
German monetary official 
said in Tokyo. 

However, the Bundesbank 
has never asked for the mark 
to assume the role of a re- 
serve currency, he said. 

Analysts doubted that the 
German central bank would 
be prepared to take on such a 


responsibility, which might 
force the Bundesbank to con- 
sider global monetary trends, 
not only Germany's eco- 
nomy, when setting policy. ' 

Bundesbank President 
Hans Tietmeyer has said the 
country of the key currency 
should assume responsibility 
not only for itself but also for 
foreign' investors. 

"If the mark is held by 
many others, it will be ex- 
posed to more volatility " 
said a senior Japanese bank 
economist. 

“This implies more diffi- 


Wallenius Lines Receives Quality Certification 


Wallenius Lines — as the 
first shipping company in 
the world — has been 
awarded Lloyd's Register 
Quality Assurance s quality 
certificates for ISO 9002 
and the ISM Code. The 
certification , awarded for 
quality in ship management 
and operation of a fleet of 
Swedish flag vessels, for 
the safe operation of ships 
and for pollution preven- 
tion , encompasses both 
land-based and marine 
organisation sectors. 

Wallenius has received 
the first quality certifica- 
tion for ISO 9002 in com- 
bination with the ISM 
Code . fo be issued by 
Lloyd's Register Quality 
Assurance (LRQA) in 
London. The certification 
for the safe operation of 
ships and for pollution pre- 
vention encompasses all 13 
Swedish-registered vessels 
as well as sectors of the 
office organisation , that is 
to say the departments of 
ship management . ship op- 
erations and cargo- 
handling. 

Wallenius Lines has thus 
become the. first shipping 
company in the world — 
and the first car carrier — 
to receive certification for 
ISO 9002 and the ISM 
Code from Lloyd's Regis- 
ter and Lloyd's Register 
Quality Assurance. LRQA 
is the respected subsidiary 
of the classification and in- 
spection society , Lloyd's 
Register of Shipping. 

*'We have always given 
priority to quality, safety 
concern for the environ- 
ment." says Christer 
Olsson. the President of 


We are the first shipping 
company in the world .. 




I NATIONAL I 
| ACCREDITATION I 

OF certification] 


... to have been approved by 
Lloyd's Register Quality 
Assurance Limited to the 
following quality management 
system standards: 

ISO 9802:15km, EN ISO SS-EN 

and the ISIMi Code. ' * s 



We have always given priority 10 quality, safety and 
concern for the environment. 

Therefore' ir is very satisfying to have received the 
confirmation of Lloyd's Register that we meet the 
demands of the IMO convention regarding the safe 


operation of the vessels. 
Wallenius Lines pioneered ship- 
ments of unpacked vehicles 1955 
and is today the biggest Car and 
Truck Carrier in Europe. 


WSk WALLENIUS LINES 

\ r The Quality RO/RO Carrier In world wide service 


The Quality 

P.O.Box 17086, S1D462 Stockholm, Sweden, Tel +46 8772 0500, Fax +46 8640 8854 


Wallenius Lines. "The cer- 
tification from Lloyd's, is 
proof, from a neutral ex- 
pert, that our quality 
efforts work. It's also very ' 
satisfying to have received 
Lloyd's confirmation that 
we meet the demands of 
the IMO convention re- 
garding the safe operation 
of vessels long before they 
will become mandatory for 
the world's shipping trade. 
This agrees vejy well with 
our ambition of being in 
the forefront concerning 
quality and safety issues." 


The ISM Code (Interna- 
tional Safety Management - 
IMO resolution 741/18) 
deals with the importance 
of crew and safety routines 
for marine safety , and it 
complements certification 
in accordance with the ISO 
9002 standard , which pri- 
marily emanates from cus- 
tomer demands for a quali- 
ty supplier. The code is 
based on the knowledge 
that people and technology 
must function together. 
The certification encom- 
passes safety and the en- 


vironment as well as the 
handling of, and the divi- 
sion of responsibility for, 
regulations and routines 
aboard ship and ashore in 
accordance with stated 
national and international 
legislation. The ISM Code 
will become mandatory for 
passenger and tanker ves- 
sels in 1998 and for dry 
cargo vessels, which in- 
cludes Wallenius vessels, 
by the year 2002. 

At a ceremony that took 
place in Wallenius office in 
Stockholm on February 
10th , 1995, Mr. P.C.K. 
O'Ferral, Chairman of 
Lloyd’s Register of Ship- 
ping, presented the certifi- 
cates to the company. 

Wallenius Lines is the 
biggest car transport ship- 
ping company in Europe 
with about 850,000 vehicles 
transported in worldwide 
traffic. The company is a 
leading carrier on the fol- 
lowing trades; Far East - 
Europe, Europe - North 
America , North America - 
Europe , Europe-Middle/ 
Far East, North America - 
Far East and Europe — 
Australia. The company’s 
customers are the auto 
manufacturers of the 
world. 

T. Gargour & Fils are 
Jordan's agents for Walle- 
nius Lines. During 1994, 
Wallenius vessels carried 
2123 cars to Aqaba consti- 
tuting around 63 per cent of 
the total number of 3345 
cars shipped fo Aqaba from 
the North Continent and 
thus placing Wallenius 
Lines on top of all car- 
carriers serving Aqaba 
from the North Continent. 


culty in" controlling the 
mark's value, which in turn 
would make it tougher for the 
Bundesbank to achieve its 
ultimate goal of price stabil- 
ity,” he said. 

As for the yen, economists 
said the Japanese currency 
had a long way to go to attain 
the quality demanded of the 
key global currency. 

For one thing, the yen 
money market has not yet 
become folly efficient and 
functional with rules that 
harmonise with other major 
financial centres, the analysts 
said. 

“The market's trust in the 
Bank of Japan's policies has 
been weak since the early 
1990s, when the economic 
bubble finally burst,” said a 
senior - economist at a 
Japanese brokerage. 

A critical delay in credit 
tightening was a factor be- 
hind Japan's asset inflation in 
the late 1980s, which was 
followed by a plunge in asset 
prices as the bubble burst, he 
said. 

Economists said that while 
the dollar held key currency 
status, the United States was 
to some extend protected 
from mistakes in its economic 
policies. 

“The United States has 
been .failing to put in place 
convincing policies to rein in' 
its swelling deficits since the 
mid-1980s, because the dollar 
was able to continue attract- 
ing global capital,” Mr. 
Kwan of Nomura said. 

As the dollar's key curren- 
cy status fades, however, the 
United States has only two 
options to continue financing 
its budget and trade deficits 
— tightening credit or issuing 
bonds in foreign currencies 
such as the yen, he said. 

The dollar's share of fore- 
ign exchange reserves held by 
all countries fell to 61.4 per 
cent at the end of 1993 from 
79.4 per cent in 1975, the 
International Monetary Fund 
said in an annual report. 

Meanwhile, the share held 


by the mark rose to 16.1 per 
mile 


cent from 6.3 per cent, wl 
the Japanese yen rose to 9.0 
per cent from 0.5 per cent, it 
said. 


Norway’s 
Statoil signs 
oil contract 
with Israel 


LONDON (R) — Norwegian 
oil company Den Norske 
Stats Oljeselskap A/S has 
signed a crude oil supply con- 
tract with Israel. Industry 
sources said the agreement 
was for Statoil to supply its 
high quality Oseberg crude 
oil to Israel. They would not 
specify terms and conditions. 
Israel terminated at the end 
of 1994 the 15.000 barrel per 
day contract it had to lift 
Norwegian crude oil. indus- 
try sources said. The sources 
said at that time that the 
Israeli government was not 
keen to continue to subsidise 
the high shipping costs. 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 
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“When a cat purrs, it means she loves 
you and enjoys being close to you. 
It’s the same thing when l snore.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold Mid Mike A rg Irion . 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square. 10 tonn 
lour ordinary wrortfs. 


The larger me sj:r. the 
brtgmenhe light 


□ 

HATIF 



_u_ 

mm 


01S» Thame Mw8a SenKM. tna 
AH«BWsBesmw. 


WAHSS 


iiil 



CUGATH 




••I 



THE CLA55 
LfifcRNS? WHILE 
5rucwe a^-TOTV 


TI 

HINEW 



□ 




Now arrange the- ceded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's l Ambles: FINAL 
I Answer. What the 
■FOILED' 


(Answers tomorrow? 
DINER MARVEL CROTCH 


fencer dfd to his opponent *— 
HIM 


KIA: Dollar will recover 


KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwait Investment Authority ^SCLA) 
believes the U.S. dollar will recover shortly because its fall 



believes . . . „ _ . , . 

has no basis in fundamental economic factors, an official of 
die state investment institution said Wednesday. “We feel 
the present currency fluctuation is short-term. Fun- 
damental factors will prevail.’' the official, who declined to 
be identified, told Reuters.. “Currency movements at the 
moment are not based on economic factors but on technical 
and speculative factors. We feel central banks will even- 
tually be in a position to assist in a correction, the official 
said in a telephone interview. “This turmoil in the currency 
markets we arc seeing will be adjusted in the next few 
days.” 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MARCH 9, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation] 
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ARIES*. (March 21 to April 19) If you comprehend the ideas and] 
needs of associates you can then carry through effectively today n 
ir backing. Seek outside help if you still have questions on 
matter. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You have some good ideas for] 
i&ine this morning 


klay a) j 

economising this morning. Make a campaign of action, and then go 
ahead with it. So don't procrastinate. Seek help from fdknil 
associates if you get stymied. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Try to please a loved one today 
before getting involved in a heavy workload. Work a 1 a regulated 
pace for best results and efficiency but don’t forget to give yourself a 
break. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Improve home conditions] 
before you consider a social invitation this evening. Take your time] 
in reaching a decision. Don't be impulsive. 

LEO-. (July 22 to August 21) Don't neglect answering correspond-] 
ence or you invite trouble. If you have made a promise to anyone, be| 
sure to keep it or problems occur. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Your plans will be better iff-' ‘ 
you contact the proper person early today for advice. Don’t pnt offP-P 
any longer making the necessary repairs to your home, or morej 
damage could occur. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Plan early how to gain I 
personal aims and then go after them in a positive way. Meet people 
who could help you in the future, not those who are mired in the] 
past. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) An ideal day to make| 
plans to gain your personal aims and then put your efforts to work.] 
Think of loved ones first and you will always be ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Have those talks 
with others that can be helpful .to your business and personal lives 
this morning and spend the afternoon and evening in the company of 
good friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) A big wig is willing to 
support you in a career affair. Good friends can also be helpful 
Don’t neglect credit affairs this afternoon which need to be handled. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Study new conditions yoa 
want to set up and then contact higher ups who can give you the right 
support. Start planning now for a trip that you want to- take in the 
future. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Forget the social obligation 
today and concentrate on unfinished projects. Get more information 
on newcomers before you try to deal with them. They may know 
things you don't. 


Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 10, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Study every angle of your financial 
affairs today and set up a sensible plan for the days ahead. Think of 


loved ones, especially where children are involved. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Enjoy the company of old friends 
this morning and make new ones who can help make your life richen 
Be wide awake to new opportunities and alert to any eventuality; 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Show your finest talents at the task 
you are doing this morning and get excellent benefits from it. Don’t 
spend money faster than it comes in. Economise! 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Be good friends and 
relieve tensions you have been under for a long time. Be careful not 
to exploit friends this afternoon or you will lose them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Plan more time for home improvements 
and bring more happiness there. Study a plan well before putting 
into operation. Go out this evening with someone close. 
VIRGO: (August 22to September 22) Have talks with partners that 


FH 

Ms 




bring more accord in the morning and expect benefits to follow. 
Handle any communications matters wisely ai 


and efficiently. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You are able to add 
appreciably to present income if you take advantage of opportunities! 
presenting themselves this morning. Go along with the programme 
this afternoon. 


SCORPIO; (October 23 to November 21 ) Don't waste time on a 
project that doesn’t have the approval of higher ups. Be careful not 
to embarrass and associate this afternoon or you may regret it. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Meet problems as 
they arise and stop worrying needlessly. You have the support of] 
friends today and your relatives in any situation troubling yon. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Good friends will facto] 
you gain a desired wish, even if they are temporal. Enterain them' 
’ater but spend within your means. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You have a lot of] 
enthusiasm today and you are able to accomplish much. Be suit to 
handle credit affairs wisely and you will have the best of all things.* 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) New situations arise this 
morning that could help you advance. You learn a good deal yoa 
didn t know before. Snare this information with associates. 


Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 
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ACROSS 
1 LA creek 
8 Spirted horee 
10 k-ififlW cover 

14 Warning device 

15 Travel doeumarn 
IB Needle case 

17 Enrov vgur meal. 
Pierre' 

19 Double agent 

20 IT’s a meukel 

21 Raced 

22 Receptade 

24 — meetiy . 

25 Helmut's unde 

26 Holy 

29 Pots-vaulrgp 
Hem 

33 Tom Sawyer* 
wnier 

34 Amorphous 
mass 

35 Travel com 
3S Woikfor 

3? Beamatse. e g. 
3B Author Leon — 

39 To — . end a 
bone. * 

40 Arduous tourney 

41 Concur 

42 Took a 
roundabout way 

« Orgy member 

45 Small nai 

46 Pieitsionc h>q( 
AT Not productive 

50 Ouiolihe wind 

51 Usod to be 

54 Lamb's pen 
name 

55 Bless you, . 
Hare! 

56 Warbled 

59 v’9ive 

60 Israeli — Meir' 

61 Deep, audible 
breath 

62 Glaaanum 

63 Penetrate 
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DOWN 

1 —Ruth 

2 Lobon Ingredient 

3 Jerk 

4 Openings 

5 Indefinite 
number 

5 TV actor Brooks 


7 The — ol 
Soring - 
(Stravinsky) 

8 — was saying 

9 Loungmg attire 
10 Time flies, 

Brutus 
IT Upon 

12 Regulation 

13 Wharf 

18 Duck's milieu 

23 Alliance 
acronym 

24 Line by Thomas 
Campbell 

26 Dress 

26 Place 

27 On one's (aes 

28 Gem weight 

29 Gave guring 
information 

30 Wilkes— PA 

31 ZaSac sign 

32 Adjust 
34 Revealed 
37 Unknown 

person 

41 Roone — of TV 


LOh 


43 AcireseMaiy — 

44 Hammerhead 

46 Dull sound 

47 Mrs. Truman 

48 Jai- 


50 Sip 

51 _ 

52 Assistant 

53 Heedlnsr 
■56 Vale shawl 




49 Wedding symbol 57 Lovar'j tam 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 
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Marketplace 
ofWihdat 
Camp gets 
facelift 

. THE MUNICIPALITY 
of Greater Amman gave the 
main square in AI Wihdat 
Camp a facelift by removing 
all stalls and banning barrows 
from the camp's centra! mar- 
ket. Street vendors were 
given a new site, near Um Al 
Hiran cemetery and the taxi 
terminal for southern re- 
gions, which is large enough 
to accommodate 400 stalls 
and barrows. Shopowners 
hailed the municipality's ac- 
tion noting that street ven- 
dors were negatively affect- 
ing their businesses since they 
paid no taxes, rents and elec- 
tricity and water charges. “I 
can say that Al Wihdat has 
taken a qualitative and civil- 
ised step after it was like the 
.Zarqa incinerator apart from 
being also a playground for 
gangsters who’ harassed 
women passing in the area,” 
one merchant said (Al Ra’i). 


!*☆ AN OFFICIAL 
! announcement will be made 
;-next week declaring the 

• Jordanian dinar a convertible 
! -currency for “current" pur- 

‘ ; -poses such as payment for 

■ Imports and receipts of ex- 
I ports, but not for "capital’’ 

* ; transactions. According to a 
; 'senior Central Bank official, 
!the World Bank has 
; approved of the step, which 
; will boost the confidence in 
_ • the Jordanian currency and 
~ ‘ help attract more foreign in- 
vestment. The official diffe- 
;rentiated between the terms 
! “convertible" and “floating” 
|by explaining that converti- 

• Jbility means lifting all con- 
V trols on bringing in or taking 
1 . out foreign currencies for 

; "current’’ purposes whereas 

■ floating means pricing a cur- 
.rency freely against foreign 
’.currencies in accordance to 

• market demand and supply 

• (Al Aswaq). 

; ☆☆ THE INCOME Tax De- 
partment has called on all 
i taxpayers who have not sub- 
; milted their self-assessment 
-forms for 1994 to do so be- 
fore the end of March to 
benefit from a two per cent 
; discount of the tax value. 
End of April is the last date 
to submit the forms before a 
1.5 per cent a month fine is 
-imposed on the tax amount 
(Al Ra’i). 


Conoco oil deal with 
Iran not helpful, 

White House says 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The White House, caught by 
surprise with the announce- 
ment of an unprecedented oil 
and gas deal between Tehran 
and the U.S. company Con- 
oco, said Tuesday it was “not 
a helpful development." 

White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry said the 
deal did not appear to violate 
the law but he acknowledged 
it undercut U.S. policy of 
pressuring other countries to 
refrain from selling sensitive 
equipment and technology to 
Iran. 

Conoco spokesman Carl- 
ton Adams meanwhile told 
AFP that over the three years 
the contract was negotiated, 
the company periodically in- 
formed die State Department 
of its status. 

The agreement announced 
Monday in Tehran was the 
firset of its kind between a 
U.S. oil company and Iran 
since 1980, when the United 
States broke off relations in 
the wake of the 1979 seizure 
of U.S. hostages. 

"There’s no requirement 
that Conoco receive a U.S. 
approval prior to entering 
into that type of agreement.” 
said Mr. McCurry. 

“But as a general thrust of 
our policy, which is designed 
to bring pressure to bear on 
Iran and get them to behave 
in the world community, this 
is not a helpful develop- 
ment," he said. 

Washington has been 
pressing other nations not to 
sell Iran arms or equipment 
and technology with dual 
military-dviilan use. 


Russian arms sales and a 
nuclear cooperation pact be- 
tween Moscow and Tehran in 
particular have drawn fire 
from Washington, which ac- 
cuses Iran of seeking a nuc- 
lear weapons capability. 

U.S. officials said that U.S. 
oil companies are not barred 
from buying, oil from Iran 
provided it is not exported to 
the United States. 

Indeed, U.S. oil companies 
buy several billion dollars in 
oil a year from Tehran and 
sell it in Asian and Europe. 

But they acknowledged 
that the Conoco deal would 
give ammuniation to coun- 
tries resisting U.S. pressure 
on Iran. 

"This agreement — ar least 
what we know of it — does 
not appear to be illegal or 
prohibited under U.S. law at 
this time," State Department 
Spokeswoman Christine 
Shelly said, echoing the 
White House. 

“However, this kind of 
cooperation with Iran is in- 
consistent with our policy of 
brining pressure on Iran, 
both politically and economi- 
cally, to change its unaccept- 
able behaviour. We believe 
that the U.S. oil companies 
are well aware of the long- 
standing U.S. policy toward 
Iran,” she said. 

Mr. McCurry and Ms. She- 
ly both said they knew of no 
contact between the adminis- 
tration and the company 
prior to the deal, but Ms. 
Shelly and State Department 
officials wanted to meet with 
Conoco in the next few days 
to discuss the deal. 
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THE SULTANATE of 
Oman is seeking to employ a 
large number of Jordanian 
doctors in various specialties, 
especially in the field of heart 
.surgery (Al Dustour). 

A JORDANIAN com- 
pany that manufactures re- 
frigerators is supplying a 
Yemeni company with 1,500 
refrigerators. Over the past 
few days, 108 refrigerators 
were shipped. The deal was 
concluded through the efforts 
of the Jordan "Export De- 
velopment and Commercial 
Centres Corporation which 
offered to help any Jordanian 
industrialist promote his pro- 
ducts in outside markets (Al 
Ra’i). 

** INFORMATION 
obtained from various 
sources indicate that Rafia 
Industrial will distribute di- 
vidends at 20 per cent, the 
Jordan Electric Power Co. at 
12 per cent; the Arab Paper 
Converting and Trading at 10 
^per cent and the Jordan Pipes 
^Manufacturing at 15 per cent 
^ (Al Aswaq). 

ifr THE MINISTRY of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affairs will 
start building a large complex 
in downtown Amman at the 
ning of next year. The 
implex, which was original- 
y planned for 73 floors but 
ter brought down to 15 
3oors, will be built on a 
>\6QQ-square-metre land on 
iaqf Al Sail Street and will 
nclude a car park, rest 
blooms, a modem produce 
narket and over 70 commer- 
sal shops. The project is 
jstimated to cost ID 18 nril- 
n with the finance to come 
om Islamic banks and other 
Islamic institutions. The 

ministry is financing invest- 
ment projects under imple- 
mentation id a cost of JD 50 
(uUion (A!~ Aswaq). 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 

U.S. $1.00 costs 1.4102/12 
1.3666/76 
1.5330/40 
1.1390/00 
28.29/33 
4.8605/55 
1627,2/2.2 
89.57/67 
7.1075/75 
6.1210/60 
5.5370/20 

One sterling SI. 6408/18 
One ounce of gold $383.50/383.80 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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Trading shrinks but prices improve at AFM 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Amid signals 
described as confusing at best 
by investors, trading at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) shrank by almost half 
in February when compared 
with January, but share 
prices registered a one-per- 
cent increase during the 
month, according to a market 
report and brokers. 

The monthly report of the 
AFM said turnover during 
February was JD 16.3 mil- 
lion, down at 43.4 per cent 
from January’s JD 28.8 mil- 


lion. 

Brokers attributed die de- 
cline to several factors. These 
included a drop in liquidity in 
the market resulting from 
curbs imposed by the Central 
Bank or Jordan (CBJ) on 
commercial bank credits, the 
usual lethargy in the market 
associated with the fasting 
month of Ramadan and high- 
er rates of interest offered by 
commercial banks. 

The CBJ curbs on commer- 
cial bank credits were eased 
in February but too late to 
reflect on trading in the stock 
market, the brokers said. 

“Perhaps in March we 


could see some improve- 
ment. but again the higher 
interest rates of deposits and 
shift of capital away to certifi- 
cates of deposits issued by the 
CBJ could have a negative 
impact on the market," said 
one broker, who, like other 
AFM dealers, cannot be 
identified by name under 
standing market guidelines. 

The AFM report said the 
eneral share price index 
ased on 60 major companies 
closed at the end of February 
with a 1.6 point — or one per 
cent — gain. 

Commercial bank stocks 
gained two per cent during 
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the month, services sector 
shares showed gains of 1.9 
per cent and insurance stock 
posted an increase of 0.7 per 
cent. However, industrials 
dropped by 0.8 per cent. 

The brokers said stocks 
should have gained better, 
given that the government 
dearly established in January 
that it was not planning to 
impose tax on capital gains 
ana was proposing a more 
liberalised taxation structure. 
But the crunch on liquidity in 
the market depressed inves- 
tor enthusiasm, they said. 

The market report said 7.4 
million shares were traded 
during February under 
12,400 contracts; represent- 
ing a drop respectively of 
46.4 per cent and 33.3 per 
cent from January. 

The average daily trading 
during February was 


Jt) 800,000 (20 days of trad- 
ing) compared with JD 1.3 
million (23 days of trading) in 
January. 

An average of 400,000 
shares changed hands every 
day during February com- 
pared with 600,000 in Janu- 
ary. 

Industrial stock accounted 
for JD 7.7 million or 47.2 per 
cent of the monthly volume, 
followed by commercial 
banks with JD4.9 million 
(30.1 per cent), the services 
sector wirb JD 3.5 million 
(21 j per cent) and insurance 
stock with JD 200,000 (1.2 
per cent). 

The AFM report said 
13,400 government develop- 
ment bonds were sold and 
bought during the month, 
fetching a total of JD 134.200 
compared with 44,550 bonds 
and JD 445,400 in January. 


UAE to focus 
on offset deals 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) .a growing arms mar- 
ket, has said it would concen- 
trate on offset deals with its 
main arms suppliers to obtain 
technology and diversify its 
oil-reliant economy. 

The armed forces chief-of- 
staff. Lieutenant General 
Mohammad Ibn Zayed Al 
Nabayan, said the UAE 
would give priority to arms 
suppliers who are committed 
to setting up joint ventures 
with the Gun OPEC produc- 
er. 

‘*1116 offset programme is 
an important instrument to 
help us attain our national 
objectives. Those who are 
committed to cooperation 
with us in implementing such 
a programme and contribut- 
ing to the development of this 
experience will find sincere 
and fruitful cooperation on 
our part,” he said. 

“The UAE is faring de- 
velopment and security chal- 
lenges as it enters the 21st 
century. Tliis makes it im- 
perative for us to obtain tech- 
nology so we will cope with 
this age where security and 
development have become 
closely linked,” he added. 

Under the UAE offset sys- 
tem, arms suppliers must-set 
up joint projects which could 
yield up to 60 per cent of the 
deal’s value in a specific 
period of time. The projects 
cover industry, agriculture, 
infrastructure and services. 

Officials have said such 
deals would help the UAE 
acquire technology needed 
for building an industrial base 


and lessening dependence on 
oil, which provides more than 
8) per cent of its income. 

Offset sources said the 
UAE would likely spend 
nearly SI billion a year in the 
next decade on defence 
purchases as it is pressing 
ahead with plans to bolster its 
army following the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait . 

The UAE’s biggest offset 
package was announced in 
1993 with the French Giat 
Industries under a multi- 
billion-dollar deal to supply 
the Emirates with 436 Leclerc 
battle tanks, the delivery of 
which is to begin in 1995. 

Giat has already opened 
offices in Abu Dhabi and its 
officials said last year they 
were studying around 30 pro- 
jects involving the UAE pri- 
vate sector. They cover steel, 
mechanical, pharmaceutical 
and service industries. 

At an international offset 
conference in Abu Dhabi last 
December, six separate pro- 
jects were announced under 
offset deals with French and 
U.S. firms. They included 
ports, a technology institu- 
tion, chemicals and printing. 

The French air industries 
giant, Aerospatiale, also 
announced plans . to set up a 
joint aircraft maintenance 
centre in Abu Dhabi with the 
Gulf Aircraft Maintenance 
Company, which is owned by 
Qatar, Bahrain, Oman and 
the UAE. 

The U.S. bank Chase Man- 
hattan has also disclosed 
plans to create a $1 billion 
company with UAE business- 
men 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 


The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11-JO am. 

* Tel.: 861838 
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Your restaurant ir> improving every time 


we attend it. Keep up the good job. for 
wo rmioh look forward for our next visit ’ 
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Controversial goal puts 
Man. United back on top 


LONDON (AP) — A con- 
troversial goal seven minutes 
from the end by centre back 
Steve Bruce sent defending 
titiist Manchester United to 
the top of the English Pre- 
mier League standings Tues- 
day in a 1-0 victory at Wimb- 
ledon. 

The win gives United the 
lead on goal difference from 
Blackburn which can restore' 
its three-point lead by beat- 
ing Arsenal Wednesday. The 
Reds gained that goal dif- 
ferential advantage by over- 
whelming lowly Ipswich '9-0 
on Saturday. 

It was United’s first return 
to Selburst Park since the 
infamous Eric Cantona inci- 
dent Jan. 25 when its French 
striker leaped into the stands 
and kicked a Crystal Palace 
fan. Cantona, who faces cri- 
minal charges arising out of 
the incident, has been ban- 
ned from game until Octo- 
ber. 

This game, too, exploded 
near the end. Wimbledon’s 
Alan Kimble was sent off in 
the 80th minute for collecting 
his second yellow card, this 
time for failing to get back 10 
yards (metres) from a comer. 


and United threw five for- 
wards plus defender Bruce up 
in attack to try and grab the 
winner. 

It worked in the 83rd mi- 
nute when Wimbledon’s 
Dutch goalkeeper Hans Se- 
gers, failed to hold on to a 
through ball from Brian 
Med air and Brace pounced 
to prod the ball home. 

Wimbledon claimed he had 
kicked the ball out of Segers’ 
hands and referee Robbie 
Hart ordered the Dons Man- 
ger, Joe Kinnear, off the 
bench and into the stands for 
his own loud, arm-waving 
protest. 

Wimbledon, which stayed 
in 12th place in the 22-team 
standings, should have taken 
a sixth minute lead when 
Dean Holdsworth latched 
onto a wayward throw in 
from United defender Denis 
Irwin but shot across the face 
of the goal from close range. 


£ 


t through the United de- 
ce but Danish ‘keeper Pe- 


ter Schmeichel raced off bis 
line to block bis fust effort. 
Gayle got hold of the re- 
bound but, with Schmeichel 
grounded, defender Gary 
Pallister got back to dear his 
follow-up shot off the line. 


In the division one promo- 
tion race, Middlesbrough 


jjulled jevel on points with 


tes 


leader Tranmere by beating 
Watford 2-0. Tranmere tum- 
bled 2-0 at Sheffield United. 

At Bramall Lane, North- 
ern Ireland midfielder Kin 
ley Black fired the 
ahead against Tranmere. 

Dane Whitehoose missed a 
chance to make it 2-0 just 
before half time when he shot 
wide from the penalty spot 
but Sheffield, which climbed 
to third, scored a second after 
the break through Nathan 
Blake. 


In the 25th minute rescued 
his tram with a one-handed, 
diving save to keep out a 
left-footed shot from Gary 
Neville. 

Four minutes before half 
time, however, Marcus Gayle 


Middlesboro’s Robbie 
Mustoe fired his team ahead 
after 32 minutes with a long- 
range drive against Watford 
and German striker Uwe 
Mustoe took a pass from 
Bolivian forward Jaime 
Moreno to hit the second. 


Czechs take aim at Russian pairs 


BIRMINGHAM (AP) — 


For a change, the pairs gold 
medal at the World Figure 


Skating Championships may 
not be going to Russia. 

Instead, the Russians, who 
have won 26 of the last 30 
world pairs titles, may lose 
out to a couple of California- 
based Czechs. Ironically, 
there are coached by the 
great Russian pairs skater of 
them all. 

Ten-time world champion 
Irina Rodnina. who has 
moved west to set up camp at 
Lake Arrowhead, California, 
took on Radka Kovarikova 
and Rene Novotny two years 
ago and has brought them to 
the brink of the cham- 
pionship. She did it by taking 
advantage of the engaged 
couples’ romantic feelings for 
each other. 

Rodnina came up with the 
idea that the Kovarikova and 
Novotny play the roles of 
Romeo and Juliet before the 
judges. Skating to Tchaikovs- 


ky's composition of the same 
name, they won the short 
programme Tuesday and will 
have the classical look again 
when they skate to Verdi in 
Wednesday's medal-deciding 
free skate. 

“Because we are dose to 
each other, we can show it 
more in this programme,” 
Kovarikova said of the 
Romeo and Juliet routine. 
“It’s like we make a story on 
ice. We had a finish where we 
were dying on the ice, but 
that's not allowed under the 
rules. It’s a pity, but it’s 
better to stand there and not 
to die, and not to have any 
marks dropped.” 

Instead of dying, the pair 
hugged at mid-ice after their 
routine to the cheers of the 
near-capacity crowd at the 
NEC Arena. 

The classical theme used 
by today's top pairs — nearly' 
all of die big-name couples 
here are romantically-linked 
and are skating programme 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Located in Jabat Amman, Third Circle, within a well kept 
pleasant building in a quiet neighbourhood. Two bed- 
rooms each with a closed-in veranda. Dining and living 
room, one bathroom. Own central heating and telephone. 
Fully equipped kitchen. 

phone 641340 or 642891 


to match — has taken some 
getting used to for Rodnina, 
who was the epitome of pow- 
■ er and strength while she was 
winning her titles with two 
different partners throughout 
the 1970s. 

“My style was more speed 
and athletic.” Rodnina said. 
“I never skated with classical 
music, and we never skated 
face-to-face.” 

In what was considered a 
' wide-open competition going 
in, there was little to separate 
the top five pairs. 

European champions and 
ex-lovers Mandy Woetzel 
and Ingo Steuer of Germany 
were second performing to 
piano music a routine that 
defined the word flow. They 
placed first with two judges, 
and might have been first if. 
Steuer had not struggled to 
hang on to a triple-toe loop. 

Defending champions 
Yevgenia Shishkova and 
Vadim Naumov were third. 
Fellow Russians Marina Yelt- 
sova and Andrey Bushkov, 
the only top pair that’s never 
been a couple off the ice, 
were fourth. 

U.S. champions Jenni 
Meno and Todd Sand, who 
will marry in July, thrilled the 
crowd with their now-famous 
move out of a lift that leaves 
her head swinging inches 
from the ice. 


America’s Cup 


Kiwis keep Japan 
out of semifinals 


SAN DIEGO (AFP) — 
Japanese sailors will be look- 
ing over their shoulders dur- 
ing the final round-robin 
races, with the French bat- 
tling them for the final berth 
in the America's Cup challen- 
ger semi-finals. 

Nippon Challenge could 
have clinched a berth here 
Tuesday bad it been able to 
stay ahead of Team New 
Zealand, which came from 
behind to win by 57 seconds 
while fifth-place France 3 was 
losing to TAG Heuer by 2 
minutes 38 seconds. 

Nippon Challenge ends the 
round-robin against an easier 
foe, Rioja de Espana, while 
France 3 races another also- 
ran, Sydney 95. The Japanese 
will advance with either a 
victory over Spain or a 
French Loss to Sydney. 

“It’s not looking very likely 
now,” France 3 coach Harold 
Cudmore said. ‘Today shows 
the deficit we have. TAG just 
took a little away from us on 
each leg. Unless something 
happens to Nippon, they 
should get through.” 

An older OneAustralia 
boat, refitted after AUS-35 
sank Sunday, bad no trouble 
in its resurrection race, beat- 
ing Sydney 95 by 1:54. 

The Australians, showing 
good humor after their disas- 
ter, wearing bright orange 
life jackets until the race be- 
gan. Helmsman Rod Davis 
said it was a good race, not 
only for winning the first race 
back bat because “we’re not 
all wet.” 

OneAustralia skipper 
John Bertrand accepted a $2 
million check from Austra- 
lia’s MMI insurance company 
for the sunk AUS 35. He was 
pleased with the revamped 
older boat's debut. 

“We went upwind in a 
competitive mode, and the 
boat worked pretty well," 


Bertrand said. “But the boat 
needs a bit of work before the 
semifinals.” 

Kevin Mahaney sailed 
PACT 95’s Young America- 
to a surprisingly easy victory 
over Dennis Conner's Stars 
and Stripes by 2:06 to clinch 
first place in the round-robins 
of the defender trials, thus 
earning two bouns wins to 
carry into the semifinals start- 
ing March 18. 

* “Nobody will remember 
who won the round-robins. 
They’ll remember who won 
the America's Cup,” 
Mahaney said. 

In the critical race, Nippon 
helmsman John Cutler deftly 
forced Courts to the right side 
at the start, then led the 
Kiwis around the first three 
marks by 22, 12 and 24 
seconds — from two to four 
boat lengths. 

But at the second leeward 
mark, Coutts broke Nippon's 
inside overlap on his final 
gybe to round dear ahead by' 
12 seconds, held the margin 
through several converging 
attacks by Cutler and stretch- 
ed out on the downwind 
finishing run. 

“We always have an exrit- 
ing race with Nippon,” Black 
Magic tactician Brad Butter- 
worth said. 

Black Magic beat Nippon 
in all four of their contests 
but by conservative margins 
of 12 seconds, one minute, 
1:34 and 57 seconds. 

The Japanese briefly pro- 
tested. They suspected the 
Kiwis sailed more than three 
races of the round with a 
coach, designer or other 
“technical” person riding as 
the 17th man, contrary to a 
new rule. 

The rule was added earlier 
in this event to prevent Nip- 
pon from using coach Peter 
Gilmour as its regular 17th 
man, instead of the sponsor 


The crew aboard Team New Zealand’s Black 
Magic sets the spinnaker after rounding the 


first leeward mark in die America’s Cop. 
challengers race (AFP photo) 


or celebrity rider for which 
the position was intended. 

But Nippon withdrew the 
protest upon learning that 
one of the people in question 
was Godfrey Cray, a member 
of the syndicate who provides 
the crew with scones before 
every race. 

“He is technically incom- 
petent,” Kiwi skipper Russell 


Coutts said. 


The French used their new 
“exotic” mainsail set away 
from the mast in winds of 
eight knots building to 10. 
But it didn’t help. Cudmore 
said that changes the French 
made to their boat between 
rounds ‘’were not the right 
way to go.” 


Stars and Stripes navigator 3 
Jim Bradv said be is confi-.. 
lathis 


ro- 


dent that! 


s boat can gear up. ? 
to speed with Young Amer-.', ^ ‘ ’ 

ica and hold off the America3.- > 1 ' 

women in the semifinals. I 


“Dennis has bad the ability 
to do that in the past. We’D '. , 
be there when it comes right; ’ . 
down to it.” •’! 
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Suns beat Rockets despite Olajuwon’s 40 points 




HOUSTON (R) — Hakeem 
i’s 40 points weren’t 


plajuwon 
enough as the Phoenix Suns 
handed the Houston Rockets 
their fifth straight loss, 113- 
102 on Tuesday. 

Charles Barkley's finish of 
an alley-eop pass from Kevin 
Johnson snapped an 88-88 tie. 
with eight minutes to play and 
started a 9-0 run. Then John- 
son tied up Olajuwon to force 
a jump ball, and the Houston 
centre appeared rattled by a 
technical foul called as he 
tried to wrestle the ball away. 

Phoenix scored five of its 


next seven points from the 
foul line. With 4:49 to play, 
Barkley drove the final nail in 
the coffin by nailing a 3- 


jjointer giving Phoenix a 102- 


NICELY FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Located in a nice quiet area between 4th & 5th Circles, it 
is composed of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, living, 
facility & dining rooms — two verandas - parking spot, 
telephoned T.V.- video player, dishing machine. 

Interested parties, please call owner at 674286 


FLOOR FOR RENT 

( IN ABDOUN ) 


QUALITY FURNISHED FLOOR, 3 BEDROOMS, 
SPACIOUS SALOONS, 400 SQ.M., AMERICAN 
KITCHEN, BIG GARDEN PLUS SATELLITE . 
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lead. 

Olajuwon shot 16-for-23 
ibed 13 rebounds before 
luling out with 3:50 to play. 

Houston has lost five 
straight for the first time 
since March 1992. “We are 
not panicking, we are just 
upset with the way we are 
playing,” Olajuwon said. 

Barkley finished with 26 
points and 14 rebounds. 
Johnson had nine of his 24 
points in the fourth quarter 
and dished out 11 assists for 
the Suns, who have won four 
straight and beat Houston for 
the first time in three tries 
this season. 

“At times we’ve come to 
Houston and let them control 
the game inside and out,"' 
Johnson said. "We were de- 


termined we were not going 
to let that happen. Hakeem 
gets so exhausted by the end 
of the game that we thought 
we could take advantage.” 

Phoenix’s bench ontscored 
Houston’s 38-23. 

In Sacramento, John 
Stockton scored 15 of his 28 ■ 
points in a four-minute span 
bridging the fourth quarter 
and overtime as the Utah 
Jazz rallied to beat the reel- 
ing Kings 102-95. 

Stockton scored Utah’s last 
eight points of regnlation as 
the Jazz erased an 89-82 de- 
ficit in the final 79 seconds of 
the fourth quarter. 
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Karl Malone scored 
points to lead Utah. 

Walt Williams scored 31 
points for Sacramento, which 
has lost eight of its last nine 
games. The Kings now lead 
Denver by just 2Vi games for 
the final playoff spot in the 
Western Conference. 

In San Antonio, Rik Smits 
scored a season-high 35 
points as the Indiana Pacers 
Rode a 16-point first-quarter 
lead to a 117-100 victory, 
snapping the Spurs’ eight- 
game win streak. 

Sean Elliott scored 28 
points and David Robinson 
added 19 for the Spurs, who 
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CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS 
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY SAL 


— Requires — 

the following engineers for its head office in Athens 

CIVIL ENGINEER: With at least 14 years of experience in design 
and detailing of reinforced concrete, prestressed concrete and 
steel structure covering industrial compounds, building, bridges & 
heavy civil works, using computer design methods. Exposure to 
international projects & clients is a must. 


MECHANICAL ENGINEER: With at least 10 years experience in 
design and detailing of HVAC, plumbing and firefighting systems for 
building and industrial compounds is required for a diversified 


range of challenging projects. Knowledge of up-to-date technolo- 
gies in these fields, using computer design methods. Exposure to 
international projects and clients is a must. 

Detailed CV with academic and experience qualification credentials 
to be sent to: 


C.C.C. Ltd., Box 830392, Amman 11183. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Location: The University of Jordan Housing Estate. 
Consists of three bedrooms, spacious salon, sitting, 
kitchen, two bathrooms, with independent central 
heating and telephone. 

Please call tel. 840715 


Cleveland 

RESULTS 
89 Detroit 

81 

Miami 

110 

LA Lakers 

104 

New York 

115 

Boston 

110 

Phoenix 

113 

Bouton 

102 

Denver 

99 

Dallas 

96 

Portland 

106 

Milwaukee 

100 

Indiana 

117 

San Antonio 

100 

Utah 

102 

Sacramento 

■95tOD 


FOR RENT 

In Um-Uthaina, Sixth Circle 

Fully furnished penthouse, all luxury and new. 3 
bedrooms, one master, 3 bathrooms, American 
kitchen, most beautiful terrace nicely decorated. 
Superb location in Um Uthaina. Must see to appreci- 
ate. Independent telephone & central heating & car 
park. Rent negotiable. 

If interested, kindly contact tel. 828391, 819283 


A THE BEDOUIN’S BAZAAR ^ 

Is Regularly Open Now 9 

^ 20% to 30% 3® 

discount to all diplomatic missions 
SPECIAL PRICES will be offered on a very rare and 
unique handcrafts bedouin and oriental rugs. Carpets, 
t' r ass. copper, silver, jewellery embroidery and all 
kinds of gifts and souvenirs. Cards are welcome. 
LOCATED: Next to the American School, Royal Auto- 
mobile Club-Street, near Chili House Restaurant. . 
Tel.: 824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


FURNISHED SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Two storey, 3 bedrooms, 3 halls, 3 bathrooms, 
250m 2 apartment, north of Jerusalem Interna- 
tional Hotel - Press Street, West Amman. Good 
view, excellent location, proper security. 

Call 661222 - Amman 
318-717 - Aqaba 


CitSu 

-J V . .1.11 -W ♦ 


Barakat 

Furniture 

Would like to invite you at our Iranian 
carpets exhibition, direct from Iran, at the 
Forte Grand Hotel, Housing Bank Centre, 
starting from Friday March 10, till Sunday 
March 12. 

From 11 a.m. till 8:00 p.m. 

For more information contact Bara- 
kat Exhibition for General Trading 
Al Jubeiha 845487 
Housing Bank 696575 


T 

Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel. : 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

si 

Y 

Eddie Murpfcy 
in 

Beverly Hills Cop 3 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6: IS. 430. 10:30 

Tom Sr Jerry 

At 11:00 a.m. 

Honey, 1 Blew Up The KM 

Shews: 12:30, 3:30. 5:00 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

TfmeCop 

Shorn: 6:30. 8-JO. 10:30 

CONCORD *V 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 6.-00. 8J0. ll;00 

CONCORD 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

. STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 5:45. 11:00 


hadn’t lost at borne in 11 
games. Dennis Rodman . 
scored a season-high 17- »= 
points but was held to 
rebounds, the first time 
eight games he has been* 
under 20. 

San Antonio fell 2Vz games:* .: 
behind Utah in the Midwest - 
Division. 

In Dallas, Mahmoud-'.. 
Abdul-Rauf hit a 3-pointer' ■ 
with 35 seconds left to high--- 
light a 10-2 game-dosing run " ; 
and gave the Nuggets a 99-96 • . 
victory over - the Dallas 
Mavericks. • 

In New York, Patrick Ew- v 
ing scored 38 of his season- \ 
high 46 points in the second - , 
half to lead the Knicks to a - 
115-110 victory over the Bos- ’ V- 
ton Celtics. . 

Ewing, who also had 12!' v . 
rebounds and six blocked 
shots, fell five points short of 
his career high, set against 
the Celtics in 1990. John ' ;-'. 
Starks added 25 points for. 
New York, which has won ’/, 
three straight and eight of its -'.?T 
last 10. 'H 

Dino Radja scored 29; V 
points for the Celtics, who 
have lost nine in a row to the' 
Knicks. Forward Dominique 
Wilkins scored 19 points and 
became the ninth player in 
league history to reach 25,000 
points. 

In Cleveland, Tyrone HBK 
scored the Cavaliers’ last 10 
points as they held the De- 
troit Pistons scoreless for ?i 
nearly eight minutes of the j ' 
fourth quarter for an 8981 L 
victory. 

Terry Mills got 26 points.! 
and 10 rebounds for Detroit, 4L 
which has lost seven straight 
at Cleveland. 

In Milwaukee, Terry Tor- 

ter scored a season-high 36 
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lone 


g jints as the Portland Trail 
lazers defeated 


the Bucks, 

106-100. w. : - 

In Miami,’ Glen Riw-/- ' ■' 
scored 13 of his 23 points id .h * s - : 
the first quarter and V / /' 

never trailed in a 110401 - /- -■ 


For cf« 
reprei 
Abdul 
Abu C 


TEAC 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

ammoun theatre 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabll Al Masftinl Thtitri 


trailed in a 110404 
victory over the Los Angeles v . 
Lakers. 

The Heat won despite sns- !<■-. " 

pending starting iorward.^ ; ■? 
Kevin Willis for the game for _ : 
failure to comply with his, 4*!'':' 
back rehabilitation program* ,i <: . 
me. ,> V* 
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Mousa Hijaaln “Sumabh” 
In the political comedy 
“Hi Citizen” 


Author and Director: Mohammad Al 
Shawaqfeh 

Daily starting 8:30 p.m. 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEA 

Presents: - 




*4 -4* 


Monday is the weekly holiday 


The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 


The political , 

al SALAM YA SALANt 

a* 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal 
625155 

The theatre Is ch 
Saturdays & Su 
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Malaysia bans 80 players over match- fixing 


JXIALA LUMPUR (R) — 
jjghty players implicated in 
aatcb-fixing by police have 
een barred from the Malay- 
ian League this season, the 
football Association of 
Malaysia (FAM) announced 
Wednesday. 

The names on the list 
anded over by the police to 
fje fam were not revealed, 
he national news agency 
lemama said. 

About 120 players — one- 
(jird of the league's work- 


force — have been ques- 
tioned about match-fixing in 
die inaugural season of the 
Malaysian League. 

It is the biggest bribery 
investigation in the game's 
history. 

The Singapore team, who 
won both die League Cham- 
pionship and the annual 
Malaysia Cup last year, have 
"withdrawn \ from the league af- 
ter the FAM publicly stated 
that it was considering expell- 
ing them. 


FAM general-secretary 
Paul Mony Samuel said after 
an FAM council meeting tha t 
a further 46 players ques- 
tioned by police could rejoin 
their teams as no evidence 
was found to implicate them. 

Deputy home minister 
Megat Junid Megat Ayob 
announced last month that 22 
players would be sent into 
international exile under the 
restricted residence act. 

Those banished to remote 


areas of Malaysia must report 
to police daily and stay in- 
doors from dusk to dawn. 

The soccer bribery scandal 
in Malaysia and Singapore 
came to light when Singa- 
pore’s anti -corruption offi- 
cials arrested Czech striker 
Michael Vana and a Singapo- 
rean referee m August last 
year on charges of fixing six 
matches in the 16-team 
league. 

Vana subsequently jumped 
bail and fled Prague. 


Asian U-18 Basketball Championship 

Jordan defeats Japan 

to move into semifinals 


Fernandez jumps 7 places in WTA rankings 
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fiAMI (Agencies) — Mary 
oe Fernandez was just as 
tappy the WTA waited until 
Tuesday to release their 
anion gs this week. 

The U.S. veteran beat 
^ -Tatasha Zvereva of Belarus 
n Monday's rain-delayed 
Evert Cup final at Indian 
Veils and completed a jump 
jf seven places, to 12th from 
:9tfa, in ratings released here 
me day later than normal. 
Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez 
/icario remained number 
me in the world and will 
eep the top spot next week 
matter bow number two 
Graf does at the Delray 
i Championship, 
japan’s Naoko Sawamatsu 
idvanced from 16th to 14th. 

Ml. Arntxa Sanchez Vlcario 

i 2. Steffi Graf (Germany) 

§ 3. Mary Pierce (France) 
fe4. Conchita Martinez 

^ijau Novotna (Czech Re- 
mbfic) 

6. Lindsay Davenport (USA) 

7. Gabrida Sabatini (Arsen- 
ina) 

: S. Natasha Zvereva (Be- 
larus) 

9. Khniko Date (Japan) 

: ..10. Anke Huber (Germany) 

- 11. Magdalena Maleeva (Bul- 
garia) 

12. Mary Joe Fernandez 
.(USA) 

■13. Iva Majoli (Croatia) 

14. Naoko Sawamatsu 
_ (japan) 

15. Brenda Schultz (Nether- 
bods) 

Graf advances with easy 
, victor 



Mary Joe Fernandez 

Graf, who now is 5-0 in 
1995, played confidently in 
the first set of the 65-minute, 
second-round match. She 
out-man oeuvercd the 151st- 
ranked Sanchez Lorenzo with 
ease in the 25 minute 6rst set. 
Graf won 27 of the 40 points 
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c ^ . played, ra the opening, sy — 
seeded losing six points on her own 

Germany openwi the defence serve and seven points on 
of her title with 6-1, 6-4 vio- Sanchez Lorenzo's serve. 

; V'SJZF'J***- Sa ? < *5 z But Sanchez Lorenzo, a 
£ixn nnn rvL S P^ n t ? ie rare player who hits two- 

handed shots from both 
sides, cahned and gave Graf a 
Anke Huber, fight in the second set. 

c?“^rS^ Genn “u y S needed only 63- 

W ,° n minutes to dispose of the 

■'SHraFS amsrtSSssjs 

^ ‘‘iSELSSrtwd 4-2 in 

made a 1 ? n,e fOT the first set. but Haber won 
' f , "«t seven games for a 

>ne doesn t expect to be in 6-4 3-0 lead. 

Six of the nine games in the 
• ■hat sec ond set were service 

> f JKS breaks - Huber ,et Bobkova 

come back to 4-3 in the last 
yas something special. There xt before winning the final 
- sjust not going to be another ^ two games of the® match. 

The top eight seeds re- Conner ponders Davis 

^ -rived first round byes. Cup 

The second-ranked Graf, 

/ho was plagued by a back . Courier remains unde- 
-ijurv for much of the last six sided & uf doubtful about 

. • lonths of 1994, is playing in Paying for a lackluster U.S. 

nly her second event of Davis Cu P team s® 1 t0 visit 

995. Last month, Graf won Tta b for a second-round 

le Paris title, her fiist title match on day that starts 

• nee capturing the laurels in March 31. 

. an Diego last August. Courier spoke Tuesday af- 

ter ousting Germany's Mar- 


kus Zoecke in the first round 
of the ATP Champions Cup 
here. 

World number one Pete 
Sampras, his dose pursuer 
Andre Agassi and world 
number four Michael Chang 
do not plan to play for the 

in a bind. 

"It’s a real schedule prob- 
lem for us,” Courier said. 
"Pete is going to play (ATP 
events in) Europe. Todd is 
going to be staying in Amer- 
ica. Andre, Michael and my- 
self will be going to Asia to 
play on hardcourts. It’s diffi- 
cult for all of us." 

Courier was among the 
U.S. players who ousted 
France in a first-round 
matchup last month in Flor- 
ida. Bnt that meant flying 
back from Australia in a 
rush, then hurrying to play on 
the U.S. West Coast. 

That was a lot for a man 
who began the year fifth 
among Americans and never 
expected to get the Davis 
Cup call. In fact. Courier 
blames his Davis Cup loyalty 
m 1994 for his reduced rank- 
ing in 1995. 

"I figured it needed to be 
done, so I went and played 
the first one,” Courier said. 
“This is the kind of thing that 
gpt me in trouble last year, 
playing too much. That’s 
what took my fire away. I 
don’t want to re-live that if I 
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Cankkunen 

eads 

J ortugal 

lally 

; LGUERO DA FOZ, Por- 
. ‘gal (R) — Finland’s Juha 
\ ankkunen restored 
■ oyota’s fortunes Wednes- 
' iy with a flying start to the 
' Uy of Portugal, the third 
<und of this year's world 
: .Hying championships. 
r After five stages Kank- 
... - nnen was 12 seconds clear of 
irlos Sainz of Spain in a 
. ' ibani Impreza. He was one 
cond ahead of Frenchman 
idler Auriol’s Toyota Celi- 

“The car is much better, 
n a bit surprised to be 
' iding," said the 35-year-old 
nr times world champion, 
kj won the rally last year. 
-/New rules limiting engine 
-^^.•'wer have hit world cham- 
l>ns Toyota hard this year 

V ?e WRS out * e 

lining on the first two 
of the series. 
However. Kankkunen was 

r A if ’**** 0fl ^ our t* 16 ^ five 
igcs to open up a narrow 
er Sainz and Auriol. ■ 
-Sainz and his British team | 
ue Colin McRae are com- 
bitterly of a lack of 
6n the much fancied 


LONDON MONTESSORI CENTER 

The London Montessori Center offers Intensive 
Teacher Training Courses for Pre-Primary and 
Primary age groups (3-6 yrs) and (6-12 years). 

For details, please contact the Center’s 
representative in Jordan, Mrs. Randa 
Abdullah, Tel. No. 865831 or Miss Abla 
Abu Dayyeh, Tel. No. 660504 or 684005. 


TEACHING POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
MJVLS. 

The Modem Montessori School invites applicants for 
teaching positions for grades 1-7 for the scholastic 
year 1 995-96. Applicants should have one of the 
following qualifications: 

A minimum of a B.A. or a B.Sc. in one of the 
following subjects: 

Engffsh Language (Native Speakers) - Arabic Lan- 
guage. 

Science (both languages) 

* Social Scjence (both languages) 

Mathematics (both languages) 

Music 

A minimum of two years experience is required. 

* Applications should be submitted before Thurs- 
day March 16th. 1995. 

£ Applicants are required to submit a detailed CV 
along with the application. 

* Applicants will be received daily (except 
Fridays) between 3-6 p.m. In the school 
premises In KhaJda, opposite King Hus- 


can avoid it.” 

Courier wants the ATP 
and International Tennis 
Federation to arrange a bet- 
ter schedule for Davis Cup 
play, so top stam are not 
forced to decide between pat- 
riotism and personal health. 

“Yon can’t expea a top 
player to travel across a con- 
tinent and change surfaces in 
four days," Courier said. “A 
top player will be going on 
fumes.” 

In other matches Tuesday, 
two-time 1995 champion 
Thomas Enqvist of Sweden 
beat Australia's Mark Wood- 
forde 6-3, 6-4, while Guy 
Forget won a battle of 
Frenchmen over Olivier De- 
laitre 6-7 (12/10), 6-1, 7-5. 

Stich threatens to quit 
Davis Cup team 

Michael Stich, in a re- 
newed fend with the German 
Tennis Federation over 
money and Boris Becker, has 
threatened to quit Germany's 
Davis Cup team, a newspap- 
er said Tuesday. 

Germany has a tough road 
trip coming up when it meets 
(he Netherlands in the Davis 
Cup quarterfinals the last 
weekend in march. 

In a letter to the federation 
(DIB), Stich’s manager ac- 
cused the body of not sticking 
to the terms of its contract 
with Stich and that Stich “had 
no more reason to hold his 
word,” the Sport-Build weekly 
newspaper "repotted. 

The newspaper said Stich’s 
manager, Ralf Scheitenber- 
ger, indicated- that- Stich may 
quit the team before the en- 
counter against the Nether- 
lands in Utrecht. 

Jens-Peter -Hechrr DTB ' 
spokesman, confirmed that | 
the federation had received ! 
the manager's letter but de- 
clined to reveal its contents. 

However, he said DTB 
general secretary Guenter 
Sanders would talk with Stich 
this week during the totxma- I 
ment in Indian Wells. j 

Stich and Becker have 
feuded before over terms of 
playing Davis Cup for Ger- 
many. 

Becker, Germany’s No. 1, 
returned to the team this year 
and helped Germany beat 
Croatia in the first round of 
the Davis Cup. 

He signed a contract with 
DTB reportedly paying him 
2.6 million marks ($1.85 mil- 
lion) annually to play Davis 
Cup. 


By Omar Bashtawi 
in Manila ami 
Aken Bannayan in Amman 

JORDAN’S U-18 basket- 
ball team Wednesday de- 
lighted the Kingdom’s 
sports fans when they 
scored a crucial 73-56 win 
over Japan and moved to 
the semi-finals of the Asian 
championship currently 
underway in Manila. 

The newly regrouped 
team will definitely go 
down in the country’s 
sports archives as the first 
Jordanian team to qualify 
to the semi-finals of an 
Asian championship. 

| Jordan joined title- 
holders China, South 
Korea and a still undecided 
fourth team in the final 
round where they will have 
a chance to qualify to the. 
world championship which 
will be held in Greece. The 
top three Asian teams will 
be eligible to participate. 

Jordan Basketball Fed- 
eration (JBF) officials were 
ecstatic over the team’s re- 
sults as the relatively inex- 
perienced team who were 
| only regrouped two months 
ago are playing their first 
international tournament. 

JBF President Awwad 
Haddad said this "was the 
beginning of Jordanian bas- 
ketball's strong comeback 
to Arab and Asian basket- 
ball." Vice-President Samir 
Janakat could not hide Us 
enthusiasm and said his 
“expectations about this 
team had come true.” 
Jordan is now likely to 
face South Korea in the 
semi-final. A win will move 
them to the final in which 
they would probably meet 

McClellan 

out of 
coma 

LONDCitfTR) —'American 
boxer Gerald McOellan* has 
regained consciousness for 
the first time since being criti- 
cally injured in a world title 
fight on Feb. 25,, neuro- 
surgeon John Sutcliffe said 
Wednesday. 

McOellan, 27, collapsed in 
the ring shortly after being 
counted out in the 10th round 
of a brutal contest for Briton 
Nigel Bean's World Boxing 
Council (WBC) super- 
middleweight title at the Lon- 
don Arena. 

McOellan was opening his . 
eyes and moving his arms and 
fingers after being taken off 
sedation, Sutcliffe said. 

“He is slowly but steadily 
improving — his responses 
are getting better as the drugs 
are wearing off." 


Indian Festival 

The Indian community living in Jordan will celebrate the 
festivals of Ed Al Fitr and Holi (the festival of colours) on 
Friday, March 10, at the premises of the Embassy of the 
Republic of India. The event, which will include a 
traditional Indian meal, will start at 11:30 a.m. 

All Indians and family members are welcome 


AL D1WAN AL ARABl 
RESTAURANT 

Is honoured to receive you every day for 
lunch and dinner offering you the most 
delicious Arab cuisine with all its kinds 
and for the first time presents Al Sajiyeh 
in addition to French cuisine. 

You can also enjoy Andalusian songs in 
the evening performed by 
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seln Medical Centre, Tel. No. 865831. 


Radwan Al Mughrabi 

who is accompanied by artist 

Sa’eed Hana 

Al Diwan Restaurant, A! Gardens Street 
Tel. 671782 - Telefax 681181 
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Jordan’s U-18 team — into the Asian semifinals 


title holders China who are 
eyeing their fifth title. 

However that would not 
be an easy task to perform, 
as the South Koreans are 
not an easy team and defe- 
ated Jordan 75-61 in the 
first round. 

The only Arab team in 
the 15-nation competition,* 
the Jordanian team has so 
ter scored impressive re- 
sults. After thrashing Hong 
Kong 71-24 and defeating 
Singapore 88-35 in the first 
round, they scored a spec- 
tacular 72-71 win over hosts 
the Philippines before los- 
ing to China 88-49. 

Wednesday’s win over 
Japan enabled Jordan to 
finis h second in their group 
behind China who elimin- 
ated the Philippines 85^67. 


Playmaker Fadi Al Sa- 
qqa led his team to an early 
22-8 lead as team-mates 
Zeid Alkhas and Ma’an 
Odeh scored and secured 
both defensive and offen- 
sive rebounding as Jordan 
won the first half 30-11. 

The Japanese relied on 
shooting from the three- 
point range as they were 
unable to penetrate Jor- 
dan's well-knit defence. 

The Jordanian team, 
playing their sixth consecu- 
tive match, played to win 
and had high scoring per- 
centages. 

The top scorers were: 
Zeid Alkhas and Ma'an 
Odeh 13, Fadi Al Saqqa 12 
and Ihab Msih 12. 

In a post-match state- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


ment, head coach Murad 
Barakat said: "We had 
planned for this win. We 
had studied the Japanese 
team well, and put an end 
to their ambitions early in 
the match by a employing a 
strategy of killing their fast 
attacking play. God will- 
ing, we will do as well in 
the semi-final.” 

In other quarterfinal 
matches Tuesday, South 
Korea beat Indonesia 86- 
37, the Philippines defe- 
ated Japan 98-’75, Thailand 
beat Taiwan 67-66. 

In matches deriding 9- 
15th places Kazakhstan 
crushed Brunei 110-44, 
Hong Kong overcame 
Macao 56-46 and India de- 
feated Malaysia 102-67. 


WITH OUAH SHAfUF 
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. North-South vulnerable. North 
rf«mh. 

NORTH 
«E8 5 
<?K52 
? Q 6 

* A K J63 

WEST EAST 

* 4 * J 10 0 3 

9QJ10 7 ?A863 

C-K832 v 0 7 6 

* 10 0 7 4 * 8 2 

SOUTH 

• A Q 7 6 2 
“v 9 4 

v A J 10 4 
*Q5 
The bidding; 

North Bast South Wart 
1 NT Raw 3 * Paw 
4 * Pan Pan Pan 
Opening lead Queen of V 
life might not be a roue garden if 
you an a born pessimist, but a ca- 


rHE PESSIMISTS -^ROGBESS 

reer in bridge could be. The winning 
players are thou who prepare for 
the worst. 

North could have shown a maxi- 
mom one-no-trump opening bid 
with a good fit by cue-bidding over 
South’s jump. When North did not, 
-South decided that four spades was 
high enough. 

Wert led the queen of hearts, 
duck ed in dummy. When the jack 
wua continued, declarer again 
played low frpm the table, then 
ruffed the tbiid round of the soil. All 

seemed easy aailirlg until declarer 
cashed the ace and long of spades 
and West showed out on thfe second 
round. 

The contract now depended on 
finding Bast with the Ung of dia- 
monds or four dubs. Since it was 
impossible to test both possibilities, 
declarer opted for the diamond fi- 


•* «'• r j . . 

neaae — down one The only conuola-"-’ " 
tion was that the other tine also 
would have failed. 

This is a situation that occurs 
with groat frequency, yet is mishan- . 
died more often that not. All declar- I 
er need do is test trumps by playing 
ofT the two high honors in the dosed 
hand. If both defenders follow, de- 
clarer draws the last trump and 
cashes out the dubs for an overtrick. 

If one defender shows out, declarer 
abandons trumps and starts run- 
ning dube. 

As the cards lie, the best defense 
is for East to ruff the third dub as , 
declarer discards a diamond, and 
shift to diamonds. Aa the finwwe is 
now fool’s gold, declarer simply rises 
with the ace, draws the tart trump 
with the king and takes two more 
diamond Bluffs on the good clubs. 
Making four-odd. 


Visa of short duration for the SCHENGEN-countries 
Belgium - Netherlands - Luxemburg - France - Germany - 

Portugal -Spain 

1. Effective 26th. March 1 995, Jordanian nationals who apply for an entry visa to one 
of the above mentioned countries for a short stay (a period not exceeding ninety 
days), will obtain a visa, valid for the whole Schengen area. The total duration of a 
stay, or of several stays, is limited to three months per semester in the above 
mentioned Schengen area (Italy and Greece will join the Schengen convention 
procedure later). 

Belgium — Netherlands — Luxemburg ' Belgian Embassy: Tel: 675683 

France French Embassy: Tel: 641273 

Germany German Embassy: Tel: 689351 

Spain — Portugal Spanish Embassy: Tel: 614165 

2. The Schengen agreement signifies real progress with regard to the free circulation 
of persons. Of course, a foreigner with a valid residence permit, issued by one of 
the Schengen-countries, will be authorised to leave and to re-enter the Schengen 
area without having to apply for a new visa, on condition however that he 
possesses, besides the afore-mentioned residence permit, a valid national travel 
document (passport). Likewise, a foreigner in possession of a valid residence 
permit, issued by one of the Schengen-countries, together with a valid travel 
document, may stay for a maximum duration of three months per semester in all 
the other Schengen countries, without a prior visa request from these countries. 

3. The visa application has to be addressed to the competent consular service in the 
following manner. 

a. If the applicant wishes to travel to one country only, he will have to apply for the 
visa from the authorities of that specific country. 

b. If the applicant intends to visit several countries, he has to apply to the 
authorities of the country of his main destination, mentioning the purpose of his 
visit. 

c. If the main destination cannot be determined, the competent Schengen- 
country to issue the visa, will be the one first entered by the traveller. 

4. The application for a visa does not automatically guarantee a favourable response. 
The purpose of the voyage cannot, in principle, be modified afterwards. 

5. The documents required for obtaining a visa are the same as before. Further 
documents might be required in specific cases. 

6. A visa for a long duration remains subject to the national regulations of the country 
of destination. Such a visa has to be applied for through the consular authorities Gf. 
the concerned country. A visa required for the French Overseas Departments and 
Territories has to be applied for at the competent French consular representation.' 

7. A visa that has been issued by one of the Schengen-countries before the 26th. 
March 1995, remains valid until its expiry date, only within the country of its 
issuance. 
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Jordan hopes Copenhagen summit 
helps fight poverty, unemployment 


COPENHAGEN (Petra) — 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma on Wednesday ex- 
pressed hope Thai the* U.N. 
summit on world develop- 
ment currently convened in 
the Danish capital would con- 
tribute to human develop- 
ment and help efforts aiming 
at fighting poverty and unem- 
ployment around the world. 

fn separate interviews with 
Radio Jordan and the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC). Princess Basma said 
the summit would help high- 
light major problems imped- 
ing sustainable development. 
She identified these problems 
as poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

Princess Basma called for 
finding mechanisms for re- 
gional and international 
cooperation to fight these 
problems and put an end to 
the suffering of millions of 
people. 

Nevertheless, the Princess 
said, people should not ex- 
pect immediate results from 
the conference. 

Voicing pride in achieve- 
ments by Arab women, the 
Princess also called for ex- 
erting more efforts to enable 
women to play a more active 
role in their societies in a 
manner conforming to Arab 
norms and traditions. 

Princess Basma also ex- 
pressed appreciation of 
Jordanian women and their 
achievements over the past 


years in various fields. 

She said Jordan's participa- 
tion in the summit was a good 
chance for it to get familia- 
rised with the other nations' 
experience in development 
fields. 

She reviewed progress 
achieved by Jordanian 
women and the national 
strategy on women, which, 
she said, expresses the aspira- 
tions of Jordanian women 
and defines means to en- 
hance their role and parti- 
cipation in public life. 

Princess Basina said her 
meeting Tuesday with U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali was a good chance to 
discuss the role of U.N. 
ambassadors for human re- 
sources. saying she was proud 
to be one of them. 

Minister of Social De- 
velopment Salwa Damen Al- 
Masri, who is heading the 
Jordanian delegation to the 
summit, said Jordan consid- 
ers people as the essence and 
main target of its comprehen- 
sive development program- 
mes. 

Ms. Damea-Masri said Jor- 
dan had been preparing plans 
to enhance the role of women 
in the development process 
through intensified efforts in 
the fields of education, 
motherland child care, family 
planning and polities. " 

These efforts, she said, 
were crowned by the forma- 
tion of a national committee 


on women's affairs in 1992 
and when the first strategy on 
women was adopted in 1993. 

Noting that people in the 
Middle East region have suf- 
fered of the low standards 
and upheavals of the econo- 
mic and social development 
processes over decades be- 
cause of the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict. 


Ms. Damen-Masri under- 
lined that it was time to pool 
efforts at national, regional 
and international level to 
have a qualitative shift in 
these people's lives. 

She said she was hopeful of 
the summit, “which raises 
concepts that should be im- 
plemented on the ground 
through the collaboration of 
efforts of the international 
community.” 


Jordan, she said, has made 
the human element the ess- 
ence, axis and target of the 
comprehensive development 
process based on its Arab and 
Islamic heritage, constitution 
and laws. She added that the 
Kingdom had given, during 
the past five decades, a good 
example on development in 
spite of limited resources and 
capabilities and was able to 
absorb shocks resulting from 
three mass migrations — in 
1948. 1967 and 1990 — and 
managing to merge the migrants 
in the society and make them 
participate in its various acti- 
vities without affecting their 


rights. 

She stressed that the Jorda- 
nian society was characte- 
rised by cooperation and 
tolerance, underlining that 
ethnic groups live in harmony 
in the Kingdom, which has 
opened the way for all its 
citizens to participate in the 
decision-making process at 
various levels under a demo- 
cratic constitutional system 
based on pluralism. 

The minister said the King- 
dom had suffered major eco- 
nomic upheavals by the end 
of the 1980s caused by factors 
out of its control. This 
prompted Jordan to adopt an 
economic reform program- 
me, which started to give 
fruits until the Gulf war, 
when thousands of its nation- 
als were forced to leave Gulf 
countries and come home 
and when hundreds of 
thousands of evacuees from 
various countries escaped 
from the Gulf region through 
Jordan, thus adding to its 
burdens. 

“She added that Jordan 
was aware of the repercus- 
sions of these problems and it 
managed through interna- 
tional assistance to stand up 
to the challenges and to in- 
crease economic growth and 
continued its attempts to 
have a qualitative move in 
the field of industrial de- 
velopment through the estab- 
lishment of various institu- 
tions. 


Talibans 
launch 
assault 
on Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — The 
Islamic Talibans forces laun- 
ched their first offensive 
against troops loyal to Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani 
Wednesday, with an attack 
on the southwest of the capit- 
al Kabul. 

The Talibans took up 
several positions that were 
held by Shiite Wahadat fight- 
ers, who had been engaged in 
fierce fighting for three days 
with Rabbani troops. 


The Wahadat fighters had 
voluntarily given up their 
arms and positions in the 
southwest of the capital to 
the Talibans, who are led by 
Islamic students, said the 
Islamic Press Agency, the 
mouthpiece for mujahadeen 
in Peshawar, Pakistan. 

From these positions, Tali- 
bans launched a ground 
offensive using tanks against 
the presidential forces. 

The offensive ended and 
calm descended an Kabul by 
late afternoon. 

A presidential spokesman 
said some 20 Talibans had 
been killed and 26 were cap- 
tured. along with a tank. This 
could nor immediately be 
confirmed. 

The spokesman said the 
Wahadat had surrendered to 
the Talibans to “avert their 
imminent defeat.” 


The three days of fighting 
between the Wahadat and 
Rabbani troops left some 900 
wounded and dozens dead. 

It was not cleai what part if 
any the Wahadat played in 
the latest round of fighting. 

The Talibans' action fol- 
lowed a threat by Wahadat 
leader Abdul Ali Mazari on 
Tuesday that Wahadat would 
launch medium-range Scud 
missiles against government 
forces if they did not halt the 
assault they started on Mon- 
day on its enclave in south- 
western Kabul. 


W'ahadac forces fired rock- 
ets into Kabul on Tuesday, 
killing more than 30 people 
and wounding 90, according 
to official Kabul Radio. 

Of the 30 killed by rocket- 
ing, 25 had died in the same 
place, a Kabul Radio broad- 
cast said on Tuesday night. 

Mr, Mazari told Reuters 
on Tuesday he had sent a 
message to his ally, northern 
warlord General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, asking for 
help in using the medium- 
range Scud rockets. 

“We have 20 Scuds and 
three launchers, and today I 
sent a message to General 
Dostum asking for techni- 
cians to come and help me set 
the rockets up,” he said at his 
headquarters at Kabul's 
Karte Seh district, which was 
under attack. 

“I will use the Scuds if I 
have 10. We have decided to 
defend ourselves to the last 
man and to the last drop of 
blood,” Mr. Mazari said in 
ihe interview, during which 
government jets and artillery 
bombarded the area. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Palestinian population hits two million 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The number of Palestinians on the 
-West Bank. Gaza Strip and in -Jerusalem reached 1.993 
million at the end of 1993, Israel's central bureau of 
statistics said Wednesday. The breakdown was 1.084 
million in the occupied West Bank. 748.000 in Gaza and 
160,700 in East Jerusalem. The increase represented four 
per cent over 1992. However, the Palestinian Authority 
estimated that 2.24 million Palestinians were living in the 
areas in mid-1994. Another 300,000 Palestinians had 
resident permits but were abroad. l*rime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin ordered a survey of the Palestinian population last 
year and was told there were about 2.4 million. 


Tunisia delays launch of ties with Israel 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Tunisia has decided to put off the 
opening of diplomatic relations with Israel, a foreign 
minister spokesman said Wednesday. 

The two countries announced last October that they had 
agreed to set up interest sections, the lowest level of ties, in 
Belgian diplomatic missions in Tunis and Tel Aviv. 
However, no date was fixed. “The Tunisians have asked 
our chef de mission not to go to Tunis for the moment,” 
spokesman Yigal Palmor told AFP. “And the Tunisian 
technical delegation expected in Tel Aviv last month to 
prepare to open the section did not arrive. The Tunisians 
have asked to wait a while, but they did not say why or until 
when. We don't 'really know what is going on.” 


Syria builds sand wall on Iraq border 


CAIRO (AFP) — Syria has built a wall of sand on its 
border with Iraq to prevent smuggling between the two 
countries, a Saudi daily said Wednesday. Iraq's Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz told a senior Arab official that a 
sand barrier had been built “along the length of the border 
region which was used a lot by smugglers in recent years." 
Al Sharq A1 Awsat newspaper said. The paper, quoting 
informed Arab sources, said Mr. Aziz also denied reports 
of an improvement in relations between Baghdad and 
Damascus. 


Israel to get third German submarine 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Germany has agreed terms to build a 
third Dolphin class submarine for the Israeli navy, the 
defence ministry announced Wednesday. The deal follows 
Bonn’s gift of two of the 1 .925-tonne vessels after the 1991 
Gulf war, which are due for delivery in 1997. The ministry 
would not reveal the financing deal for the third submarine', 
but according to Israeli press reports they cost $320 million 
each. 


Jewess, child found wandering in Gaza 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The Palestinian Authority has 
handed back to Israel an orthodox Jewish woman found 
wandering through the heart of Gaza City with a four-year- 
old child, a minister said. “A policeman found them on 
Palestine Square, he couldn't believe it,” Justice Minister 
Freih Abu Middein said. “She was dressed as an orthodox 
Jew and clearly distraught.” The woman refused to speak 
and was taken to a hospital where the child was treated for 
a high fever. “I was called in when she would not talk, but 
we found out nothing even though I tried in English. 
French and Hebrew as well as Arabic.” Abu Middein said. 
“We don't know her name, where she is from or how she 
got here.” He finally escorted her back to the Erez crossing 
point and handed her over to Israeli police on Tuesday 
evening. 


Kuwait seeks crackdown on gatherings 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah said in remarks published on Wednes- 
day he had ordered a crackdown on what he called political 
meetings that harmed security and relations with other 
Arab states. “I have asked the interior minister (Sheikh Ali 
Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah) to implement the law which 
bans unlieeaced gatherings,” the English-language Arab 
Times quoted Sheikh Saad as telling editors of local 
newspapers. “These activities are contrary to the people’s 
desire for stability and tranquillity, especially after the 
bitter lesson of the (Iraqi) invasion,” he was quoted as 
saying. 


Israelis expelled from Zaire to Congo 


BRAZZAVILLE (AFP) — About 10 Israelis expelled 
from Zaire as part of a crackdown against foreign traders 
have arrived with their families in neighbouring Congo, a 
diplomatic source said Wednesday. The Israelis have been 
staying in two large hotels in the Congolese capital 
Brazzaville since the weekend, at ilieir own expense. Some 
are hoping the Zairean govern mem will relent and allow 
them to return but others are planning to settle in 
Brazzaville, which lies on the opposite bank of the Zaire 
River from the Zairean capital Kinshasa, the source said. 


Clashes 
reported in 
north Iraq 


ANKARA (Agencies) — An 
Iraqi Kurdish guerrilla group 
said on Wednesday it had 
clashed with government 
troops massing against Kur- 
dish territory in northern 
Iraq. 

Tne Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) said Iraqi 
helicopter gunsbips attacked 
Kurdish positions on Tuesday 
near Chem Chamal. a town 
about 30 kilometres east of 
the city of Kirkuk. 

The PUK said in a state- 
ment it and another opposi- 
tion group had defeated an 
artillery regiment of the Iraq 
army’s 38th division north- 
west of the main Kurdish city 
Erbil on Monday. 

Joint PUK and Iraqi 
National Congress (INC) 
forces captured eight artillery 
pieces in the dash which 
came after persistent Iraqi 
shelling of Kurdish positions, 
the PUK statement said. 

Iraq has charged the PUK, 
led by Jalai Talabani, with 
attacking government troops 
in northern Iraq last 
weekend. 

The PUK statement 
quoted Mr. Talabani as hav- 
ing told United Nations offi- 
cials in northern Iraq that the 
Baghdad government had de- 
ployed three army corps dose 
to Kurdish-held areas, in- 
cluding four Republican 
Guard divisions, 25 tank un- 
its. two mechanised divisions 
and 27 infantry brigades. 

Many of Iraq’s Kurds are 
protected from Iraqi attack 
by a U.S.-led air force which 
enforces a “no-fly” zone over 
northern Iraq from a base in 
southern Turkey. , 

Most of the reported 
clashes have taken place in 
Kurdish-held areas outside 
the safe-haven declared by 
the western allies after the 
Gulf war. 

In Salahuddin, Kurdish 
officials said at least 10 Kur- 
dish fighters have been killed 
and 30 other people injured 
in the clashes. 

The 30 injured in fighting 
since Saturday included civi- 
lians, said Faraydun Abdul 
Kader of the PUK. 

He said 40 Iraqi troops 
were captured and would be 
handed over to the INC. 

The PUK, INC and smaller 
Kurdish factions have attack- 
ed Iraqi government troops 
with the avowed aim of trig- 
gering a country-wide revolt 
against the government. 

The Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP), a rival of the 
PUK and which stood back 
from the dashes, said at least 
13 Kordish militiamen were' 
killed. 

Iraq confirmed fighting 
will the PUK on Sunday 
night. It said its army drove 
back a PUK attack, causing 
several casualties among the 
Kurds. 

But Baghdad denies 
opposition reports that it has 
been massing troops on the 
edge of the safe haven and 
shelling Kurdish towns. 

The Turkish Daily News 
reported Wednesday feuding 
Kurdish leaders Massed Bar- 
zani and Talabani are still at 
loggerheads over customs re- 
venues from trade on the 
border with Turkey. 


True peace is when disparities 
among people are gone — King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Wednesday comprehen- 
sive, permanent and just 
peace can only be achieved 
when disparities among 
people are eliminated. 

“Well build the country 
that will be an example for 
everyone in this region 
where all share the respon- 
sibility and work together. 
At that time, when differ- 
ences among people are 
gone, 1 believe there would 
be a chance for a just, 
comprehensive and perma- 
nent peace,” King Hussein 
said in an address to the 
First Armoured Battalion 
of the Fourth Royal 
Mechanised Division. 

“We are heading for a 



phase of reconstruction of 
the army,” he said. “I 
know that the tanks yon 
have are old but, God will- 
ing, the army will always be 


the vanguard.” 

The armoured division 
celebrated its 44th 
anniversary on Feb. 15. 
The division had only one 
company at the tune of the 
Arabisation of the Jorda- 
nian army in 1957. 

“This division has an 
honourable history,” the 
King said. “It has always 
performed a perfect job in 
afl battles. Our responsibi- 
lities are defending our 
country and defending 
peace." 

King Hussein was accom- 
panied by Prime Minister 
and Minister of Defence 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and Chairman of the Joint 
Chief of Staff General 
Abdul Hafez Mirai. 


Advertising charges, 
prices to go up on 


newspaper 
April 1 


By a Jordan Hines 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A more than 
100 per cent increase in the' 
cost of newsprint in the last 
eight months has prompted 
newspaper publishers in Jor- 
dan to increase advertising 
charges and prices of news- 
papers with effect from April 
1, publishers said Wednes- 
day. 

They said advertising 
charges will go up by 25 per 
cent and all the three Arabic- 
lan gnage papers and the Jor- 
dan Times will be sold at 200 
fils each. 


Mohammad Al Amad, 
director-general of the Jor- 
dan Press Foundation Com- 
pany limited, which pub- 
lishes Al Ra’i and the Jordan 
Times, said the decision was 
taken in coordination with 
the publishers of AJ Dustour 
and Al Aswaq, Jordan’s two 
other Arabic-language 
dailies. 

“We have no choke but to 
raise the advertising charges 
and newspaper prices since 
the price of newsprint in- 
creased by more than 110 per 
cent since May 1994,” Mr. 
Amad told the Jordan Tones. 

“By all counts, newsprint 
prices are expected to con- 
tinue to rise until 1997, 
according to industry 
sources,” Mr. Amad added. 

A tonne of newsprint cost 
$450 in May 1994. In Decem- 
ber the price was around 
$750. “Offers that we re- 


ceived in response to our 
latest tender range between 
$1,000 and $1,170,” Mr. 
Amad said. 

' A rough estimate showed 
that the Jordan Press Found- 
ation Company Limited 
faced a “total wiping out of 
all profits in 1995 without the 
increase,” Mr. Amad said. 

The company, whose Al 
Ra’i is the largest-circulation 
newspaper in the country, 
consumes about 7,000 tonnes 
of newsprint a year. The rise 
of about $500 per tonne 
would mean an extra burden 
of $3.5 milli on to the com- 
pany every year, Mr. Amad 
noted. 

Furthermore, he said, is 
the parallel rise in the 
amount of newsprint tax that 
the company pays to the gov- 
ernment. The tax is levied at 
25 per cent of the landed cost 
of the newsprint. 

“When we put the rise in 
newsprint costs and the tax, 
we find that we stand to lose 
around $4 million every 
year,” said Mr. Amad. “This 
would more than completely 
wipe out our profits.” 

Seif Al Sharif, director- 
general of the Jordan Press 
and Publication Company — 
publishers of Al Dustour — 
called on the government to 
remove the tax and all other 
duties and fees on newsprint. 

"Jordan is about the only 
country in the world to 
charge duties and fees on 
newsprint,” Mr. Sharif told 
the Jordan Times, adding 


that in many countries the 
governments actually subsi- 
dised newsprint. 

Mr. Sharif said the Jordan 
Press and Publication Com- 
pany Limited, whose Al Dus- 
tour is the second-largest dai- 
ly in Jordan, pays an average 
of JD312,000 a year as news- 
print tax to the government 
The company consumes be- 
tween 5,000 and 6,000 tonnes 
of newsprint every year. 

“This represents about 30 
per cent of our net profits,” 
he said. “That is, not count- 
ing income tax and other fees 
and charges.” 

"The Jordanian govern- 
ment should remove all taxes 
and fees from newsprint like 
all other governments in the 
world,” said Mr. Sharif. 

Al Aswaq, a relative new- 
comer to Jordan's media in- 
dustry bnt which is picking up 
fast in terms of readership 
and popularity, is printed at 
the facilities of the now- 
defunct Sawt Al Shaab daily. 
Its requirement of newsprint 
is estimated at slightly less 
than that of AJ Dustour. 

Mr. Amad said the Minis- 
try of Finance was proposing 
a “quota system" under 
which part of the newspaper 
establishments' needs of 
newsprint will be exempt 
from the tax. 

“But this will not solve the 
root problem," said Mr. 
Amad, noting that the inter- 
national trend in prices of 


(Continued on page 7) 


Russians halt fire 
on Chechen villages 


SAMASHKI, Russia (Agen- 
cies) — A Russian comman- 
der and local Chechen au- 
thorities struck a deal on 
Wednesday to end shelling of 
villages resisting the Krem- 
lin's bid to crush separatists. 

Isa Magomedov, deputy 
head of administration in the 
village of Achkhoi Martan, 
told Reuters the agreement 
aimed to avert further Rus- 
sian shelling of settlements in 
Checbenya's western 
Achkhoi Marian district. 

Heavy-weapon attacks 
against Achkhoi Martan and 
surrounding villages will 
cease under the agreement- 
reached between General 
Yuri Kosolapov and the dis- 
tric Chechen leader Sal am u 
Umalatov, the Interfax news 
agency said. 

The ceasefire was to take 
hold “from today," Mr. 
Umalatov said after the truce 
talks, held in Samashld, just 
north of Achkhoi Martan. 

But Mr. Umalatov added 
that given the continuous fai- 
lure of previous Russian ceas- 
efires, he did not consider 
Wednesday's agreement 
“effective and operational.” 

Attacks on the village of 
Samashki have already ended 
because the local leaders 
assured ihe Russians that 
their village would no longer 
resist, Interfax reported. 

However, nearby Bamut 
was under fire Wednesday 
and the thunder of heavy 
guns was clearly audible 
throughout the truce talks, 
Interfax reported. 


Russian heavy guns lined 
up a couple of kilometres 
outside Achkhoi Martan 
shelled the refugee-packed 
town relentlessly Sunday and 
Monday. Samashki was also 
shelled and Bamut has been 
attacked almost daily for 
weeks. 

The war began Dec. II 
when thousands of Russian 
troops were sent to topple 
Chechen President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, who declared his 
mostly Muslim republic inde- 
pendent from Russia in 
1991. 

The offensive on Aehkhoi- 
Martan has isolated the 
neighbouring villages of 


Samashki and Bamut, each 
about 10 kilometres away. 

It has also cut off the last 
road to Nazran, capital of the 
neighbouring republic of Ing- 
ushetia, that was heavily used 
by refugees fleeing the three- 
month assault. 

Russian forces have also 
mined the main east-west 
Chechen road, that runs 
through the Achkhoi Martan 
district. 

One of the mines, which 
were dropped by planes, kil- 
led 10 refugees and injured 
five others in a single bus 
near Achkhoi Martan on 
Monday. 

A Russian official told In- 
terfax that the mines aimed 
to “stop all major movement 
by illegal armed gangs (offi- 
cial Russian parlance for the 
Chechen rebels) on the 
Grozny-Nazran road.” 

Planes have also mined 
woods south of Samashki, 
where separatist fighters have 
taken cover, according to the 
official, who was not named. 

The foreign ministers of 
European Union “troika” 
countries — France. Ger- 
many and Spain — are to 
travel to Moscow Thursday 
to press Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin to seek a poli- 
tical solution to the war in 
Chechenya. 

France’s Alain Juppe, Ger- 
many’s Klaus Kinkel and 
Javier Solana of Spain will 
also reiterate the European 
Union's continuing dissatis- 
faction with Russia’s hand- 
ling of the crisis in the repub- 
lic, EU and French officials 
said. 

They will be received by 
Mr. Yeltsin and Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
during the visit. Fiance cur- 
rently holds the presidency of 
the 15-member union. 

In particular the troika 
ministers will relay demands 
by the European Commission 
and the European Parliament 
linking a ceasefire and poli- 
tical solution in Chechenya to 
the implementation of an 
EU-Russian economic 
accord. 

The accord was signed by 
Mi^ Yeltsin at an EU summit 
on the Greek island of Corfu 
last June. 


Informant 
says sheikh 
asked him 
to murder 
Mubarak 


NEW YORK (AP) — A 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FIB) informant admit- 
ted to a litany of lies as he 
testified that Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman asked him to 
kill Egypt's president because 
he was “the loyal dog of the 
Americans.” 

Emad Salem, a former 
Egyptian army major who 
began testifying Tuesday, is 
one of the government’s star 
witnesses against Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman and 10 
others. They are charged 
with plotting on extremism 
spree that was to include 
assassinating Egyptian Presi- 
dent Husni Mubarak and 
bombing numerous New 
York City landmarks. 

The trial is the second 
stemming from the Feb. 26, 
1993, bombing of the World 
Trade Centre, which pro- 
secutors say was part of the 
conspiracy. Six people were 
jailed and more than 1,000 
injured in that explosion. 

Mr. Salem, who infiltrated 
the alleged group and secret- 
ly taped many of their con- 
versations, testified that he 
met Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
in late 1991 during a van ride 
to Detroit, where the sheikh 
was to speak. 

The Egyptian sheikh criti- 
cised him for spending 18 
years in the military, Mr. 
Salem testified, and urged 
him to “make up with God... 
by turning your rifle’s barrei 
to President Mubarak's chest 
and kill him.” 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman cal- 
led Mr. Mubarak “the loyal 
dog of the Americans" and 
said, “he is like a tail of the 
snake, he and Israel, they are 
following the United States " 
Mr. Salem testified. 

The defence is poised to 
gnll Mr, Salem about his 
checkered past, including 
numerous lies that he admits 
telling. 

Seeking to blunt the impact 
of the defence questioning, 

t Continued on page 7) 






Bangladesh police^ 
save 15 women 
from traffickers 


DHAKA (R) — Ban 

police said Wednesday they-sP* 
rescued 15 women and chi " 
dren from traffickers trying 
to smuggle them into Indii jyi 
The group, each of whom’ 
paid 10,000 taka ($250) on £ " 
the promise of finding a job, v- 
was intercepted in southeast- • V* ; Z - :- 
ern town of Comilla, near the ' 

Indian border. One trafficker 
was arrested, the police said. . 1'-- ’ 
Arrested trafficker Amir \ W 
Hossain told police he and f • 
three companions collected ■ \ i 
women and children from ■■■ • . 

poor families to lake them • 
across the border. They sold ■■ "" ,[ r . 
them to human traders on the ' - r 
Indian side and did not know ' 
what happened to them after- 
wards. Trafficking continues 
to be a lucrative business. ! „ . 

despite efforts by police and .* < . • ■ 
border guards to stop it. a V' : ’ 
police officer said. Police say 
at least 15.01 )0 Bangladeshi 
women and children are 
smuggled across the border C : ' t ~. 
every year. Most never come '.: z ' ' 
back. The women usually end ' 
up in brothels in India and 
several other countries, in- "Ire:” 
eluding the Middle East, * :: 
while the children become ' ,r. 
slaves, jockeys in camel rac- 
ing or join crime gangs. The ' •?. 
Bangladesh Observer Tues- 
day quoted Manpower Min- 
stry officials as saying at least 
10,000 Bangladeshis were in 
jails in India, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia. Malaysia and other 7L ~ ~ 
countries after they travelled - -- . 
there with fake documents. 



S] 


H* 


vv. 

. i 




. j 


1 (. 


.V 


Australian 
women struggle 
for pay equality 
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SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
women Wednesday cele- 
brated International 
Women's Day, but statistics 
indicate it could take them 
168 years to achieve equal 
pay status with men. Austra- 
lian women, whether in full ^ 
or part time work, earn about _ 
two thirds of men's wages. . 

according to the Australian r.1’ 
Council of Trade Unions. I"'..,. „ 
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which plans a series of equal- 
pay test cases this year. While 


Australian women have 
made substantial gains since 
the first equal-pay case 25 
years ago, the pace of reform 
has slowed considerably in 
the 1990s. “We are moving 
along at a speed you could 
only describe as glacial," said 
Phillipa Hall, a senior adviser 
to Australia's sex discrimina- 
tion commissioner, adding at 
this rate it would take 168 
years to gain pay equality. A 
survey by trade unions has 
found that in 1969 women in 
full-time employment earned 
about 58 per cent of men's 
average wages, with the fi- 
gure jumping to 70 per cent 
in 1963. But from 1990 to 
1994 the rate improved by 
only 0.6 per cent to 79.8. 
Only 2.2 per cent of full-time 
working women earn Austra- 
lian dollars 1,000 ($740) a 
week compared with 12.1 per 
cent of men, while seven per 
cent of women compared 
with 26 per cent of men earn 
more than Australian dollar 
800 ($590). “There has been 
a very significant improve- 
ment in women's position in 
Australian society, particu- 
larly in the last 20 years, but l 
think everybody understands 
there's still significant gaps." 
said Carmen Lawrence, the 
minister assisting the prime 
minister for the status of 
women. 
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Taiwan: Computer 
can hear, 
write Chinese 






TAIPEI (R) — Scientists in 
Taiwan have developed whai 
they say is ihe first computer 
in the world that can listen to 
Chinese and then type out 
the appropriate characters. 
“I don’t think there is a com- 
puter anywhere else in the 
world which can listen to 
continuous speech in Chinese 
and then type out the 
words," said Lu Ren- Yuan, a 
doctoral candidate at Nation- 
al Taiwan University who 
helped develop the compu- 
ter. “I think we are the first 
to develop this,” Mr. Lu said 
in an interview Tuesday. The 
computer, called Golden 
Maiidarin Number Three, is 
able to write Chinese at the 
rate of three chracters a 
second as it listens to n per- 
son talk. For longer passages, 
it records the whole speech 
and then begins writing after 
a time-lag of 20 second. For 
shorter passages of 30 or so 
characters it writes with a 
time-lag of under three 
seconds. 
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